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EDITOR'S  PREFACE 

OF  our  four  items,  the  Edwards  sermon  is  one  of  the  scarcest. 
We  can  find  no  record  of  any  copy  sold,  before  the  Burton 
sale  of  1915  (where  it  brought  $8.50),  and  it  is  on  the  "want 
list"  of  leading  collectors. 

The  poem  by  Hon.  B.  B.  French  is  also  scarce,  only  seventy- 
five  copies  having  been  printed.  We  have  added  Punch's  tribute 
to  Mr.  Lincoln,  as  particularly  appropriate. 

The  "Prayer  of  the  Presidents"  is  a  scarce  and  also  a  peculiar 
item.  Its  author  is  given  as  F.  S.  Abiff,  but  the  real  name,  as  a 
Boston  correspondent  informs  us,  is  B.  R.  Burnham. 

The  Holt  address,  to  our  mind,  is  one  of  the  most  interesting 
Lincoln  items  to  be  found.  It  is  the  only  solution  ever  given  to 
the  mystery  heretofore  attaching  to  Lincoln's  famous  optical 
illusion  of  1860. 


ADDRESS 

Friends  and  Fellow  Citizens: 

I  appear  before  you  today  with  a  preparation  entirely  un- 
worthy of  this  great  occasion.  If  every  wakeful  moment  that  has 
elapsed  since  the  exercise  was  resolved  upon  had  been  devoted  to 
the  work,  it  would  have  been  far  too  short  a  time  for  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  high  and  mournful  theme.  But  I  find  a  consolation  for 
this  want  of  adequate  previous  thought  in  the  reflection  that  the 
grief  that  afflicts  us  today,  the  terrible  sorrow  that  has  taken  hold 
of  the  great  heart  of  this  nation,  is  too  profound  for  any  utterance. 
Our  anguish  is  too  poignant  for  words,  however  charged  with  woe. 
On  such  a  theme,  eloquence  is  a  mockery.  Forms  of  speech  that 
have  been  prostituted  to  ordinary  uses  would  profane  the  unutter- 
able agony  of  the  hour.  Today  all  human  utterance  seems  com- 
monplace; all  expressions  of  ordinary  grief  seem  mean  and  inade- 
quate. Every  heart  is  full  of  its  own  inexpressible  emotion;  and 
the  silent  look,  the  mute  grasp  of  the  hand,  reveals  it  to  every 
sympathizing  heart  more  eloquently  than  the  most  finished  periods 
or  the  most  burning  words.  Our  late  beloved  Chief  Magistrate 
was  endeared  to  every  individual  of  the  loyal  millions  of  this  people, 
as  only  a  very  few  rulers  have  been  to  those  whom  they  governed. 
Each  feels  as  if  the  dastardly  blow,  inflicted  as  the  last  insane  effort 
of  a  desperate  and  fiendish  cause,  had  been  struck  at  a  member  of 
his  own  household.  We  mourn  not  merely  for  a  public  man,  but 
for  a  dearly-loved  friend  and  brother, — one  whose  kindly  heart 
and  honest  purposes  had  captivated  our  affections,  even  as  his 
noble  patriotism  and  high  wisdom  had  compelled  our  esteem  and 
admiration. 

For  the  few  moments,  then,  during  which  we  shall  remain  to- 
gether, let  us  endeavor  to  study  somewhat  the  significance  of  these 
terrible  events,  and  some  of  the  lessons  taught  us,  as  individuals 
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and  as  a  nation,  by  the  life  and  death  of  x-VBRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
For  gi-eat  men  are  given  to  the  race  for  high  and  noble  purposes. 
Every  mighty  intellect,  every  mind  that  can  soar  to  the  contem- 
plation of  the  glorious  works  of  God,  or  penetrate  to  the  profound 
mysteries  of  his  eternal  plans,  that  can  translate  into  ordinary 
speech  the  laws  of  the  material  universe  and  of  the  mind,  that  can 
discern  and  interpret  God's  truth  in  nature,  in  history,  or  in  revela- 
tion; or  every  great  soul,  cherishing  high  moral  purposes,  "smitten 
with  the  love  of  virtue,  scorning  all  meanness  and  defying  all  peril, 
hearing  in  its  own  conscience  a  voice  louder  than  threatenings  and 
thunders,  reposing  an  unfaltering  trust  in  God  in  the  darkest  hour, 
every  ready  to  be  offered  up  on  the  altar  of  its  country  or  of  man- 
kind,"— every  such  mind  and  soul  is  a  gift  of  God  to  man.  \Mien 
men  have  gone  on  for  ages,  and  lost  the  vitality  of  some  truth, 
mistaking  for  its  essence  some  old  form  in  which  it  had  been  clothed 
to  meet  the  appreciation  of  a  rude  age,  a  new  messenger  is  sent, — 
a  seer, — one  whose  intellectual  vision  or  moral  insight  is  clearer 
than  that  of  his  fellows,  who  seeing  what  others  fail  to  see,  is  pre- 
pared to  restate  or  re-enact  the  great  principle,  in  a  form  befitting 
the  needs  of  his  own,  and  of  future  generations;  and  men  once  more 
emerge  from  the  darkness,  and  another  morning  dawns  upon  their 
eyes.  Ever  and  anon,  along  the  pathway  of  the  centuries,  we  find 
a  bright  beacon  of  this  kind,  set  up  for  the  illuminating  of  succeed- 
ing times, — a  Socrates  or  a  Luther,  a  Tell  or  a  Washington,  a 
Hampden  or  a  Lincoln.  These  are  the  gifts  of  a  loving  Father  to 
his  benighted  and  fallen  children.  They  are  sent  as  powers  to  lift 
the  race  into  higher  and  higher  planes  of  being.  By  successive 
and  cumulative  labors  the  progress  of  man  is  secured. 

And  we  are  under  obligations  to  learn  the  high  lessons  these 
messengers  would  teach  us.  With  every  noble  character  presented 
for  their  contemplation,  the  responsibilities  and  duties  of  the  race 
are  vastly  increased.  Woe  be  to  us,  then,  if  we  fail  to  gather  up 
the  wisdom  they  leave  us,  if  we  fail  to  cherish  their  memories,  and 
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to  incorporate  their  noble  characteristics  into  our  own  mental  and 
moral  constitutions;  if,  in  short,  we  fail  to  be  wiser,  better,  nobler 
men  on  account  of  the  wise,  good  and  noble  men  whom  God  has 
sent  as  our  teachers. 

The  first  and  most  obvious  lesson  taught  us  by  our  national 
history,  especially  in  recent  years,  is  that,  as  a  people,  we  have 
ever  been  the  objects  of  divine  care  and  protection.  The  fatal 
news  that  flashed  over  the  wires  on  Friday  night  last  almost  terrified 
us  into  the  belief  that  a  new  and  most  fearful  danger  had  beset  our 
government — that  the  assassin  had  pierced  the  vital  spot  in  our 
nation's  being,  that  those  who  have  so  malignantly  sought  its  life 
were  to  have  their  fiendish  desires  gratified.  But  a  moment's 
reflection  dispelled  the  doleful  misgiving.  We  recalled  the  great 
events  in  our  national  history.  We  remembered  the  little  band 
of  conscientious  worshippers  on  board  the  Mayflower,  how  they 
had  been  preserved  from  the  dangers  of  the  deep,  from  the  in- 
clemency of  a  winter  eminent  for  its  severity  even  in  New  England, 
from  the  tomahawk  of  the  exasperated  savage,  from  pestilence  and 
famine;  how  from  a  colony  so  insignificant  that  the  politicians  of 
the  age  scarce  deigned  to  notice  its  existence,  it  expanded  into 
mighty  states,  and  became  the  controlling  power  in  the  civilization 
and  public  policy  of  a  continent;  how  when  its  people  were  oppressed 
by  their  own  kind  and  the  government  of  their  native  land,  the 
principle  of  liberty  trampled  upon  in  their  persons,  God  raised  up 
for  their  protection  and  guidance  the  wise,  the  good,  the  great 
man,  whose  name  has  for  near  a  hundred  years  adorned  the  page 
of  history  with  a  lustre  unparalleled  among  the  greatest  men  of 
former  times;  how  in  succeeding  years  all  schemes  against  our 
nation's  life  have  been  frustrated;  how  we  have  been  protected 
from  every  danger,  and  guided  in  the  path  of  an  unexampled  pros- 
perity; how  from  time  to  time  God  has  called  upon  us  to  recognize 
our  glorious  destiny;  how  in  the  present  war  we  have  been  chas- 
tened with  defeat  when  our  eyes  needed  opening,  and  gladdened 

7 


8  LIFE  A>fD  CHARACTER  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 

with  victory  when  our  hearts  were  failing;  how,  amid  conspiracies 
and  unusual  perils,  our  beloved  chief  magistrate  was  spared  to  us 
for  four  years,  to  accomplish  deeds  that  shall  be  remembered  with 
gratitude  by  coming  millions;  we  remembered  all  this  and  said 
"Surely  God  has  been  training  this  nation  for  a  destiny  more  glo- 
rious than  has  ever  been  illustrated  in  history,  and  the  purposes  of 
the  Almighty  are  not  to  be  baffled  by  a  skulking  miscreant  in  a 
midnight  murder."  We  asked  ourselves  why  Mr.  Lincoln  was 
preserved  from  assassination  four  years  ago.  \Miy  by  defeats  in 
previous  political  contests  he  had  been  prepared  for  his  elevation 
to  the  Presidency.  Why  at  this  moment,  having  just  brought  four 
millions  of  God's  children  into  the  enjoyment  of  the  heritage  which 
had  been  violently  withheld  from  them,  when  the  nation  had  with 
such  unanimity  passed  their  emphatic  verdict  of  approval  upon  the 
act,  and  just  as  he  had  uttered  in  his  brief  but  glorious  inaugural 
the  noblest  sentiments  that  have  ever  been  spoken  on  the  steps  of 
the  capitol, — sentiments  fit  to  be  hugged  to  men's  hearts  through 
the  coming  ages, — why  just  now,  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  highest 
honors  and  of  the  unbounded  afiection  of  his  countrymen,  he  was 
allowed  thus  to  be  smitten.  We  asked,  and  our  hearts  and  judg- 
ments declared  that  he  had  been  preserved  until  his  work  was  ac- 
complished, that  the  divine  plan  in  respect  to  him  had  been  ful- 
filled, that  the  time  was  ripe  for  his  departure. 

A  little  more  than  four  years  ago  this  nation  was  debating 
whether  it  could  constitutionally  defend  itself  against  the  murder- 
ous thrusts  of  traitors.  By  many  it  was  maintained  that  we  had  no 
right  to  coerce  those  who  were  tearing  the  government  asunder. 
On  these  vital  questions  we  were  a  divided  people.  It  appeared 
as  if  the  cause  of  the  country  would  go  Ijy  default.  Its  enemies 
were  a  united,  compact  and  efficient  body,  confident  of  success. 
Its  friends  were  scattered,  distrustful,  afraid  of  the  rebels  and 
afraid  of  each  other.  The  country  was  full  of  the  most  dismal 
forebodings.    There  was  timidity  everywhere,  the  darkest  treach- 
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ery  in  many  places,  and  among  others  in  the  national  councils. 
But  the  peal  of  rebel  guns  against  the  walls  of  Sumter  awoke  the 
nation  from  its  ignoble  hesitancy.  We  were  at  once  knit  together 
as  one  man.  The  quibbles  of  scheming  politicians  and  rebel 
sympathizers  were  blown  to  the  winds.  The  nation  aroused  her- 
self and  put  forth  her  strength,  and  as  a  result,  the  rebellion  is  al- 
ready in  its  death  agony. 

And  now  after  four  years  of  war,  in  our  joy  at  the  victories 
which  God  had  given  us  on  many  bloody  battlefields,  and  at  the 
near  prospect  of  peace,  we  began  again  to  be  divided.  Many 
among  us  began  to  talk  of  magnanimity,  of  generosity  to  a  fallen 
foe,  of  leniency  and  conciliation.  Four  years  of  the  foulest  treason, 
of  bloody  perjury,  and  of  the  worst  exhibition  of  bad  faith  ever 
made  by  beings  in  human  form,  appeared  to  have  been  insufficient 
to  reveal  to  us  the  true  nature  of  the  vile  institution  which  had  been 
the  cause  of  all  our  woe.  It  was  proposed  to  allow  the  red-handed 
traitors  to  return  into  the  full  enjoyment  of  political  rights, — to 
our  halls  of  legislation,  and  to  our  highest  offices  of  honor  and  trust. 
Jeif  Davis  was  to  be  regarded  only  as  an  erring  brother,  and  was  to 
be  allowed  an  opportunity  again  to  lay  his  schemes  for  becoming 
President  of  the  United  States.  General  Lee  was  to  have  joint 
command,  with  General  Grant,  of  the  army  which  he  has  affected 
to  despise,  and  done  his  best  to  destroy.  The  distinction  between 
treason  and  loyalty  was  to  be  obliterated  in  a  glorious  display  of 
brotherhood  and  good  feeling.  From  a  dream  so  idle  and  mis- 
chievous, so  foolish  and  criminal,  God  has  aroused  us  by  permitting 
this  last  crowning  act  of  fiendish  malignity.  And  Lee  and  Davis 
will  find  themselves  exhibited  on  another  stage  than  that  of  high 
political  preferment.  Guerrilla  chiefs  will  hardly  be  paroled  in  large 
numbers  henceforth.  And  more  than  all,  the  hell-born  institution, 
—  "the  sum  of  all  villainies," — at  whose  foul  behest  these  crimes 
have  been  committed,  will  be  swept  from  the  land,  and  our  nation 
shall  set  forth  upon  its  new  and  higher  life.     Thus  by  the  evil 
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deeds  of  impotent  man  are  the  great  purposes  of  Providence  car- 
ried forward,  human  progress  is  promoted,  and  the  ultimate  tri- 
umph of  truth  and  Hberty  secured. 

This  view  of  a  divine  interposition  in  these  affairs  is  confirmed 
by  the  apparent  extent  of  the  conspiracy,  and  its  want  of  success 
in  every  case  but  that  of  the  President.  \Miy  should  the  Vice- 
President,  a  man  not  wanting  in  energy  and  ability,  and  not  sup- 
posed to  be  over-lenient  toward  rebels, — why  should  he  escape.'^ 
How  shall  we  account  for  the  almost  miraculous  surviving  of 
Secretary  Seward.!^  Why  were  no  other  persons  in  high  office  at- 
tacked? Wliy  was  the  conspiracy  allowed  to  startle  the  nation 
by  one  terrific  blow,  and  its  murderous  hand  withheld  from  further 
violence .'*  It  was,  by  the  act  of  the  same  beneficent  Power  that 
said  the  sea,  "Hitherto  shalt  thou  come  and  no  further,  and  here 
shall  thy  proud  waves  be  stayed," — the  Power  whom  the  wrath  of 
man  shall  praise,  and  by  whom  the  remainder  of  wrath  shall  be 
restrained. 

Of  the  lessons  taught  by  the  life  of  Mr.  Lincoln  we  shall  find 
it  useful  to  notice  that  he  was  a  man  of  the  people.  And  it  is  a 
glorious  commentary  upon  our  institutions  that  they  make  a  career 
like  his  possible;  that  under  their  benign  influence  a  poor  flat-boat 
man  and  rail-splitter,  whose  entire  school-going  experience  com- 
prised less  than  one  year  of  time,  should  be  exalted  to  the  highest 
place  in  the  gift  of  the  nation,  and  should  come  to  be  regarded  by 
the  millions  of  his  countrymen  with  a  reverence  and  an  affection 
accorded  to  no  other  man  of  our  times.  To  this  distinguishing 
trait  of  our  country  and  its  policy  we  refer  with  a  feeling  of  grati- 
tude to  God  and  to  the  founders  of  our  government.  It  is  this 
which  marks  the  nation  as  the  chosen  instrument  in  the  hand  of  the 
Ruler  of  Empires  for  the  propagation  among  men  of  the  true  theory 
of  government  and  of  man.  For  this  peculiarity  is  one  that  exalts 
us  as  a  people.  By  as  much  as  we  differ  in  this  respect  from  other 
governments,  by  so  much  are  we  higher  and  nobler  than  they, 
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nearer  the  true  ideal,  nearer  the  essence  and  spirit  of  Christianity. 
For  what  is  the  essence  and  spirit  of  our  holy  rehgion?  Wherein 
does  it  differ  from  the  systems  that  preceded  it?  Certainly  in  no  re- 
spect more  thoroughly  than  in  the  recognition  of  the  claims  of  man 
as  man,  and  not  as  the  possessor  of  wealth,  or  as  the  member  of  an 
order  or  a  caste;  in  making  humanity  greater  and  more  honorable 
than  all  its  trappings;  in  reducing  prince  and  peasant,  lord  and  beg- 
gar, to  the  same  inexorable  standard  of  value,  whereby  souls  only 
are  measured.  For  the  Divine  Founder  of  Christianity  was  no 
respecter  of  persons.  He  came  and  dwelt  among  the  lowly  of  this 
world.  Arrayed  in  no  purple,  adorned  with  no  diadem,  He  ap- 
peared in  the  garb  of  a  Jewish  peasant,  took  up  his  abode  in  a  de- 
spised and  obscure  hamlet,  whence  no  good,  it  was  thought,  could 
come;  mingled  with  publicans  and  sinners;  fed  the  poor;  comforted 
the  mourners;  sought  out  the  haunts  of  misery;  healed  diseases, — 
especially  the  loathsome  ones  which  gave  disgust  to  the  fashion- 
able doctor;  called  unlettered  fishermen,  and  made  them  his  chosen 
ambassadors  to  the  race  of  man;  while  going  about  doing  good,  had 
not  where  to  lay  his  head;  had  no  social  or  political  influence;  was 
not  a  friend  of  the  High  Priest  or  of  the  Roman  Governor;  had  no 
means  of  influencing  legislation,  or  of  procuring  offices  for  his 
friends;  was  not  even  a  Roman  citizen;  and  finally  died  by  the 
most  ignominious  form  of  execution, — a  form  never  used  with  a 
Roman,  however  dark  his  crime!  Oh,  how  humanity  was  glorified 
by  the  halo  which  he  shed  around  its  obscurest  and  most  degraded 
forms.  And  how  distasteful  to  the  refined  philosophy  of  heathen- 
ism was  this  humble  spirit  of  universal  benevolence!  How  the 
proud  Platonist,  who  scorned  the  vulgar  herd,  was  shocked  at  the 
idea  of  a  crucified  god !  How  he  spurned  the  preaching  of  ignorant, 
unpolished,  inartistic,  horny-handed  peasants  from  the  Galilean 
lake !  And  so  it  has  been  through  the  centuries.  Christianity,  often 
despised  by  the  great,  the  powerful,  the  refined,  has  constantly 
appealed  to  the  great  heart  of  humanity.  Its  purpose  has  been  to 
uplift  the  whole  race.     WTierever  it  recognizes  a  soul,  there  it 
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bends  its  energies  to  save,  whether  that  soul  be  surrounded  by  the 
gilding  of  a  palace,  or  befouled  by  the  stains  of  poverty-stricken 
vice.  And  the  race  has  fully  responded  to  the  call.  Slowly  but 
surely  the  leaven  has  worked  in  human  society.  The  heart  of 
universal  man  has  been  touched  by  the  beneficent  appeal.  Slowly 
but  surely  the  area  of  Christendom  and  the  power  of  Christianity 
have  increased,  until  at  last  states  have  come  to  be  established  upon 
the  divine  principle  of  human  equality  exemplified  by  the  lowly 
Nazarene.  This  is  the  corner-stone  of  our  own  government;  and 
it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  our  lamented  Chief  Magistrate  has 
furnished,  in  his  own  life,  its  noblest  and  most  striking  illustration. 
He  is  the  aptest  embodiment,  given  in  history,  of  what  a  Christian 
democracy  may  do, — of  its  power  to  uplift  a  soul  from  a  lowly  place 
in  social  life,  to  a  grandeur  that  rank  or  wealth  could  never  bestow. 

As  another  lesson  worthy  to  be  learned  and  remembered,  we 
are  reminded  that  Mr.  Lincoln  was  an  honest  man.  Of  this  the 
appellation  of  "Honest  Abe,"  bestowed  upon  him  by  his  neighbors, 
may  almost  be  taken  as  a  proof.  It  is  very  seldom  that  a  whole 
community  unite  in  crystallizing  a  man's  reputation  into  a  single 
brief  expression  without  a  very  near  approach  to  truth.  Our 
country  has  furnished  numerous  politicians  and  statesmen  whom 
no  community  would  think  of  designating  by  any  such  epithet  as 
"honest."  It  was  applied  in  this  case  because  it  was  merited. 
But  when  we  come  to  examine  the  history  of  the  man,  we  are  deep- 
ly impressed  with  this  trait  in  his  character.  His  political  career 
was  singularly  free  from  reproach,  and  also  singularly  consistent. 

Think  for  one  moment  of  his  position  at  the  outset  of  his 
political  career.  A  young  man  of  more  than  common  abilities, 
evidently  fit  to  be  a  leader  in  any  party  to  which  he  might  choose 
to  join  himself,  without  powerful  friends  or  connections,  dependent 
upon  his  talents  for  whatever  success  he  might  achieve, — what 
could  be  more  natural  than  for  him  to  throw  himself  into  the  arms 
of  the  power  then  dominant.'*    He  could  have  done  this  without  in- 
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consistency,  for  his  political  record  was  just  about  to  begin.  There 
was  nothing  in  the  past  to  bind  him.  He  was  free  to  go  wherever 
he  would.  How  many  young  men  would  have  spread  their  sails 
to  the  favoring  breeze!  With  how  many  would  the  sole  question 
have  been,  "With  what  party  is  success.''"  "Which  bestows  honors 
and  confers  profits?"  "Where  will  skill  and  good  abilities  earn 
the  highest  rewards.''"  And  would  such  a  course  be  regarded  as  at 
all  dishonorable,  or  inconsistent  with  moral  rectitude,  as  measured 
by  ordinary  standards.''  Not  in  the  least.  It  is  considered  the 
right  of  young  men  to  make  the  best  terms  they  can  with  fortune 
and  the  world.  It  is  hardly  fashionable  to  be  very  nice  in  con- 
sulting conscience  on  such  a  point. 

But  not  so  thought  Abraham  Lincoln.  His  moral  sense  was 
too  nice  to  make  his  politics  merely  subservient  to  his  interests. 
He  supported  or  opposed  public  measures  as  they  seemed  to  him 
right  and  beneficent,  or  the  opposite.  With  him  a  vote  was  a 
matter  of  conscience.  He  adopted  his  political  theories  because  he 
thought  they  were  right,  and  in  their  defense  he  was  ready  to  incur 
any  sacrifice.  "Rather  than  surrender  his  principles,  he  would 
prefer  to  be  assassinated  on  the  spot," — so  he  tells  us  in  words 
that  seem  prophetic. 

And  so  this  popular  young  lawyer,  with  talents  fitting  him  to 
occupy  the  highest  places,  buried  himself  in  what  seemed  an  im- 
penetrable obscurity  by  joining  a  hopeless  political  minority,  and 
by  adhering  to  its  fortunes  witli  unwavering  fidelity.  In  a  country 
and  state  giving  overwhelming  Democratic  majorities,  he  became  a 
Whig,  from  a  full  and  earnest  conviction  of  the  truth  and  justice 
of  the  principles  and  measures  of  that  party.  And  never  for 
one  moment  did  he  desert  those  principles.  For  twenty  years 
or  more,  he  battled  more  or  less  constantly  against  a  power  that, 
he  thought,  was  working  harm  to  the  country, — a  power  that  in 
Illinois  and  in  Sangamon  County  was  invincible  at  the  polls,  ex- 
cept when  once  or  twice,  his  personal  popularity  was  able  to  over- 
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come  it.  And  more  than  this:  In  a  community  where  the  sHghtest 
taint  of  anti-slavery  was  sure  death  to  a  poHtician,  he  never 
shrunk  from  denouncing  the  institution  as  a  great  wrong.  "If 
slavery  is  not  wrong,  then  nothing  is  wrong," — this  was  the  key 
of  all  his  utterances  on  the  great  question.  Wliile  in  Congress, 
during  tlie  brief  two  years  of  his  membership,  he  stood  repeatedly 
with  J.  K.  Giddings  in  favor  of  motions  looking  to  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  voted  forty-two  times  for 
the  Wilmot  Proviso,  excluding  slavery  from  the  territory  acquired 
from  Mexico.  In  his  famous  debate  with  Douglas  in  1858,  there 
was  no  holding  back  of  his  old  conviction.  Everywhere  he  in- 
sisted on  the  wrong  of  slavery,  and  deprecated  tlie  admission  of 
more  slave  states  into  the  Union.  Like  every  other  law-abiding 
man,  he  desired  that  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  South  should 
be  maintained;  and  he  persevered  in  this  desire  until,  by  an  act  of 
insane  and  perfidious  war,  they  cut  themselves  off  from  every 
right.  In  these  days  of  sudden  conversion  to  the  rankest  abolition- 
ism, when  men  who  but  three  years  ago  were  applauding  the  enor- 
mities of  a  New  York  riot  are  shouting  themselves  hoarse  in  behalf 
of  negro  suffrage;  when  old-fashioned  abolitionists  are  made  dizzy 
by  their  efforts  to  keep  pace  with  the  radicalism  of  former  McClel- 
lan  men;  when  visions  of  past*  offices  have  so  intensified  in  manj^ 
hearts  the  hatred  of  slavery  and  the  love  of  the  negro, — it  is  re- 
freshing to  find  one  man  in  high  place  who  has  not  deemed  it  neces- 
sary to  change  his  views  on  great  principles, — who  has  professed 
the  same  faith,  as  to  essentials,  for  near  thirty  years  of  political 
experience.  Indeed,  the  history  of  Mr.  Lincoln  for  that  period, 
from  1836  to  186.5  amazes  one  in  this  respect.  It  is  hardly  too 
nmch  to  say  that  at  the  day  of  his  death  he  stood  very  near,  as  to 
great  fundamental  principles,  to  his  position  thirty  years  before. 
Very  few  men,  at  all  eminent  in  politics,  have  moved  so  little  as 
he.  There  has  always  been  the  same  noble  adhesion  to  the  gen- 
uine spirit  of  democracy,  the  same  love  of  every  form  of  justice 
and  equality,  the  same  abhorrence  of  injustice  and  tyranny. 

*So  in  the  original,  but  post-o&ces  was  probably  meant. — [Ed] 
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And  his  life  is  a  noble  illustration  of  the  adage  that  "Honesty 
is  the  best  policy."  Not  that  this  adage  furnishes  a  sufficient  reason 
for  being  honest.  The  honesty  that  is  induced  by  a  desire  to  secure 
some  personal  advantage  is  hardly  worth  the  name.  There  are 
some  kinds  of  honesty,  too,  that,  in  view  of  keen-sighted  men,  are 
very  bad  policy.  The  true  reward  of  personal  integrity  is  not 
what  is  usually  called  personal  advantage.  But  God  has  so  adjust- 
ed the  laws  of  human  life  that  the  true  good  of  the  individual  does 
follow  the  strictest  honesty.  And  so  it  was  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Lin- 
coln. His  life  was  a  glorious  success.  Not  a  man  has  ever  had 
his  name  written  in  the  annals  of  time  who  would  not  be  a  gainer 
by  exchanging  his  fame  for  that  of  our  martyred  Chief  Magistrate. 
When  History  is  making  up  her  lists  and  the  noble  ones  of  all  time 
are  arranged  in  a  glorious  company,  what  form  among  them  all 
will  shine  brighter  than  his.^  Bright  in  a  persistent  purpose  to  do 
the  right  as  far  as  he  saw  it;  in  his  manly  simplicity;  in  his  unshaken 
trust  in  God  and  faith  in  man, — trusting  even  the  assassin  that 
was  about  to  slay  him,  and  never  failing  to  confide  to  the  full  in 
the  people  whom  he  governed;  and  above  all,  bright  in  the  glorious 
privilege  of  sacrificing  his  life  for  his  country  and  his  principles. 
As  an  undying  possession,  as  a  heritage  for  all  the  ages,  give  me  the 
clear  fame  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  rather  than  the  most  magnificent 
reputation  built  up  by  the  proudest  conqueror  that  ever  stained 
his  guilty  blade  in  the  blood  of  his  fellow  man ! 

How  many  men  of  transcendent  mental  powers  have  sought  to 
be  President  of  the  United  States !  How  many  have  gazed  on  the 
shining  goal  with  longing  but  unsatisfied  eyes!  Henry  Clay,  the 
silver-tongued,  whose  fervid  eloquence  stirred  the  hearts  of  his 
admiring  countrymen  from  sea  to  sea  and  from  lake  to  gulf,  with 
a  high  ambition,  "the  last  infirmity  of  noble  minds"  strove  to  clutch 
the  coveted  prize;  and  his  last  days  were  darkened  by  the  cloud  of 
a  sad  disappointment,  because  he  failed  to  reach  it.  Daniel  Web- 
ster, one  of  the  most  nobly  endowed  intellects  of  all  time,  who  by 
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his  masterly  logic  and  glowing  imagination  guided  the  thoughts 
and  shaped  the  opinions  of  millions  of  thinking  freemen,  pursued 
through  a  long  ami  honored  life  the  same  glittering  phantom;  and 
when  at  last,  after  leading  him  through  bogs  and  quagmires  of  polit- 
ical chicanery,  it  finally  and  forever  eluded  him,  he  sought  his  se- 
cluded home  in  Marshfield,  and  died  of  a  broken  heart;  while  the 
Atlantic  waves,  rolling  almost  at  his  bedside,  seemed  in  a  sad,  mo- 
notonous and  majestic  dirge  to  wail  over  the  crushing  of  his  hopes ! 
Other  eminent  names  rush  to  the  memory,  of  gifted  citizens  who 
have  fallen  in  the  same  unsatisfying  pursuit,  after  exliausting,  by 
themselves  or  their  friends,  every  political  art  that  could  be  brought 
to  bear  upon  the  point.  But  Abraham  Lincoln,  with  no  brilliant 
accomplishments,  no  such  eloquence  as  Clay's,  no  such  ponderous 
intellect  as  Webster's,  with  little  skill  in  manipulating  parties,  far 
from  being  a  match  for  his  rival  Douglas  in  managing  the  public 
sentiment  and  in  turning  it  to  his  own  advantage, — with  nothing 
but  his  straightforward  honesty  to  distinguish  him  from  many 
other  men, — Abraham  Lincoln  found  the  Presidential  mansion 
opening  its  doors  and  inviting  him  to  enter:  the  post  stood  candi- 
date for  him.  Plain,  simple,  unadorned, — the  people's  man, — he 
was  called  by  his  countrymen  to  the  great  office,  simply  because 
they  believed  him  an  honest  man, — one  whose  promises  could  be 
trusted,  one  who  would  practice  no  dishonest  jugglery  or  leger- 
demain. And  not  only  did  they  call  him  to  the  highest  office  in 
their  gift,  but  they  bestowed  upon  him  their  heart-treasures, — 
their  esteem,  their  confidence,  and  their  affection,  more  lavishly 
than  upon  any  other  man  since  Washington !  When  will  our  public 
men  learn  that  the  truest  and  only  satisfactory  success  can  be 
secured  in  no  way  but  by  an  honest  and  sincere  devotion  to  the 
public  weal.''  May  we  not  hope  that  by  the  terrible  experience  of 
the  last  four  years  we  have  been  taught  something  of  the  value 
of  principle  as  opposed  to  mere  management,  of  downright  integ- 
rity as  opposed  to  dishonest  intrigue.''  How  during  this  terrible 
contest  men  have  been  tried!    How  great  principles  have  risen  in 
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unwonted  might,  and  demanded  the  allegiance  of  all  men !  What  a 
laying  aside  have  we  seen  of  supple-jointed,  limber-backed  poli- 
ticians !  How  the  miserable  quibbles  and  intricate  nothings  of  the 
political  arena  have  been  swept  out  of  sight,  and  men  have  been 
compelled  to  engage  in  discussing  momentous  questions  that  are  to 
influence  mankind  for  ages!  And  shall  this  be  all  in  vain?  Are  our 
public  men  to  be  the  same  race  of  pigmy  schemers  and  supple 
flunkeys  that  we  have  sometimes  seen?  Shall  we  not  have,  for  a 
time  at  least,  as  a  result  of  this  war,  a  race  of  stalwart  men,  honest, 
straight-forward,  trusting  in  God  and  the  right, — men  in  short, 
after  the  similitude  of  Abraham  Lincoln? 

But  not  only  was  Mr.  Lincoln  of  the  people  and  honest.  He 
was  also  a  great  man.  We  do  not  by  this  mean  that  he  possessed 
all  kinds  of  greatness  in  the  highest  degree.  But  we  do  affirm  that 
he  was  endowed  with  an  unusually  full  share  of  the  highest  kind  of 
greatness.  Dr.  Channing,  in  his  admirable  and  truthful  analysis 
of  the  character  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  notes  three  principal  forms 
of  greatness.  And  among  them,  he  assigns  the  highest  place  to 
moral  greatness,  that  which  lifts  the  soul  above  all  things  mean  and 
untruthful,  and  makes  it  willing  to  suffer  any  pain  rather  than  re- 
nounce its  allegiance  to  God  and  the  truth.  This  is  the  greatness 
that  has  characterized  the  world's  heroes  and  martyrs,  that  has 
lifted  them  up  into  a  calm  and  serene  abnegation  of  self,  into  a 
lofty  and  unhesitating  devotion  to  duty,  into  an  unfaltering  con- 
viction that  in  the  hands  of  the  good  God,  all  things,  whether  joy- 
ous or  sorrowful,  will  in  the  end  help  to  bring  about  the  highest 
good.  This  type  of  character, — this  great  moral  power, — marked 
Mr.  Lincoln  through  his  whole  life.  It  enabled  him  to  use  life's  ex- 
periences for  his  own  and  others'  good.  The  career  of  a  Mississippi 
boatman, — so  fatal  to  many  young  men,  because  they  have  not 
moral  power  to  convert  its  boisterous  experiences  into  steps  in  man- 
ly progress, — was  to  him,  no  doubt,  a  source  of  improvement  in 
the  power  to  resist  temptation.     He  was  a  stronger  man  for  this 
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experience,  in  all  the  elements  that  go  to  form  a  noble  character. 
A  man  that  can  draw  moral  nourishment  from  the  turbid  influences 
of  such  a  life  must  surely  have  true  greatness  conceded  to  him. 
A  little  man, — little  in  the  essentials  of  a  true  manhood,— could 
never  digest  such  materials  into  that  noblest  product  of  the  divine 
hand,  an  honest  man.  This  power  to  transmute  the  evil  of  this 
world  into  a  sterling  Christian  character,  to  gather  honey  from  the 
thorns  and  nettles  of  an  unpropitious  experience,  to  turn  the  darts 
of  the  devil  against  him  who  hurled  them  forth, — this  is  a  power 
allied  to  that  of  God  himself,  and  stamps  its  possessor  with  the  un- 
mistakable impress  of  true  greatness ! 

But  Mr.  Lincoln  was  also  great  in  his  simplicity,  and  in  his  full 
confidence  in  the  ultimate  success  of  the  Right.  Little  men  are 
ever  seeking  circuitous  paths, — ever  striving  to  prop  up  their 
feebleness  by  intrigue  and  strategy.  It  takes  a  strong  mind  to  rely 
implicitly  and  calmly  upon  the  final  triumph  of  truth  and  justice. 
The  small  craft  toss  and  plunge  with  every  wave  that  rises;  but  the 
vast  steamship  plows  her  way  through  their  midst,  never  deviating 
from  her  true  course.  Thus  great  minds,  guided  by  a  celestial 
light,  spurn  every  solicitation  that  would  draw  them  aside  into 
the  paths  of  chicanery  and  deceit.  They  see  so  clearly  the  end 
from  the  beginning,  they  comprehend  so  fully  the  great  purposes  of 
life,  that  they  cannot  prevail  upon  themselves  to  stoop  to  the  little 
byplays  of  faction.  And  they  always  succeed,  because  their  lives 
are  in  harmony  with  the  great  plan  of  the  universe! 

And  Mr.  Lincoln  was  also  great  in  his  opportunities.  In 
this  respect,  certainly,  no  man  has  ever  exceeded  him.  Think  for 
one  moment  of  what  he  has  been  permitted  to  do!  It  was  his  good 
fortune  to  be  at  the  head  of  this  great  nation  when,  in  the  providence 
of  God,  it  became  necessary  to  decide  the  most  momentous  ques- 
tion it  has  ever  had  under  consideration, — the  question  whether 
Liberty  was  to  be  made  universal,  or  to  be  confined  to  a  class  or  a 
race, — the  question  whether  in  our  dealings  with  all  the  inhabitants 
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of  this  great  country,  we  were  willing  to  adopt  the  Golden  Rule, 
— to  do  unto  others  as  we  would  have  them  do  to  us.  Mr.  Lin- 
coln has  been  compared  to  George  Washington,  and  certainly  there 
is  much  to  their  characters  that  is  alike.  There  is  the  same  stal- 
wart honesty,  the  same  abhorrence  of  trickery  and  scheming,  the 
same  serene  faith  in  the  final  triumph  of  a  good  cause,  shining 
brightest,  in  the  case  of  both,  in  the  darkest  hour.  But  compare 
the  relative  positions  of  the  two  men.  Washington  led  the  nation 
in  its  struggle  for  existence.  The  people  of  the  colonies  had  been 
oppressed  by  the  mother  country.  Their  rights  had  been  invaded. 
Taxes  had  been  unjustly  levied.  In  various  ways,  commerce  and 
industry  had  been  crippled.  Ports  had  been  closed  against  trade. 
The  manufacture  of  certain  articles  of  necessity  and  utility  had 
been  prohibited  by  law.  It  was  apparent  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment was  unwilling  to  allow  the  colonies  the  rights  enjoyed  by 
Englishmen.  To  these  unjust  exactions,  these  tyrannical  assump- 
tions of  power,  it  was  determined  no  longer  to  submit.  And  so  the 
patriots  of  '75  took  up  arms  in  their  own  defense.  They  saw  that 
if  their  rights  were  ever  secured  to  them,  it  must  be  by  their 
own  valor  and  resolution.  x\nd  a  sublime  spectacle  it  was  to  see 
three  millions  of  peaceful  men  rise  in  arms  against  a  mighty  empire. 
We  shall  never  cease  to  revere  the  memories  of  those  noble  men, 
who  were  willing  to  pledge  "their  fortunes,  their  lives,  and  their 
sacred  honor"  in  order  to  secure,  to  themselves  and  their  posterity, 
the  blessings  of  liberty. 

In  1861  there  was  an  attempt,  violent  and  bloody,  to  undo 
the  work  of  the  fathers.  It  seemed  as  if  the  fair  fabric  reared  by 
their  hands  at  such  fearful  cost  of  blood  and  treasure  was  about  to 
be  ground  into  the  dust  under  the  heel  of  a  treason  darker  and 
bloodier  than  the  world  had  ever  seen.  Before  this  unhallowed 
power  everything  seemed  about  to  give  way.  It  was  stalking 
triumphant  over  the  land.  Great  states  yielded,  one  after  another, 
and  enrolled  themselves  among  its  partisans.     The  terrible  un- 
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heaval  seemed  to  include  the  continent  in  its  baleful  undulations. 
And  now  it  was  that  Mr.  Lincoln  appeared  as  the  preserver  of  the 
republic.  By  his  unselfish  patriotism,  his  patience  and  wisdom, 
he  proved  himself  worthy  to  be  the  successor  of  Washington,  to  be 
the  savior  of  the  nation  of  which  Washington  was  the  father.  And 
in  many  respects,  surely  his  task  was  more  difficult  than  that  of  his 
immortal  predecessor.  When  he  came  into  power,  the  arm  of  the 
government  was  paralyzed.  Its  proper  guardians  had  become 
its  betrayers  and  deadly  foes.  Foreign  nations  looked  with  ill- 
concealed  pleasure  upon  the  threatened  downfall  of  the  great 
republic.  A  large  majority  of  those  who  had  been  accustomed  to 
control  its  affairs  were  open  and  active  in  the  nefarious  work. 
To  the  true  patriot  it  was  surely  a  dreary  and  appalling  prospect. 
How  well,  under  the  guidance  of  our  great  and  good  leader,  we 
have  weathered  the  storm,  the  annalist  will  never  be  weary  of  tell- 
ing. In  relating  the  events  of  these  heroic  times,  sober  history  will 
glow  with  unwonted  eloquence. 

But  in  this  contest  there  was  more  at  stake  than  the  saving 
of  the  countiy.  Our  fathers  thought  it  possible  to  establish  a  re- 
public in  which  only  a  part  of  the  people  should  be  citizens, — in 
some  portions  of  which  there  should  be  a  servile  class.  They  hoped 
that  the  speck  of  darkness, — a  half  million  of  slaves, — would  hardly 
obscure  the  glory  of  the  new  democracy.  Eighty  years  of  trial 
has  taught  us  better.  We  know  that  so  long  as  men  are  selfish 
they  never  will  relinquish  the  possession  of  irresponsible  power  of 
their  fellows.  And  we  know,  too,  that  the  possession  of  such  power 
intensifies  the  love  of  it, — that,  year  by  year,  the  dominant  race 
clings  with  more  and  more  tenacity  to  its  authority — that  slavery 
once  thoroughly  established  will  never  knowingly  abolish  itself. 
Before  us,  then  in  this  contest,  was  the  question  of  the  freedom,  not 
of  a  half  million  bond  men,  but  of  eight  times  that  number.  True, 
the  institution  in  the  struggle  had  become  identified  with  the 
treason  that  was  clutching  at  the  nation's  life, — had  in  fact  insti- 
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gated  that  treason  in  its  own  interest  and  behalf.  But  many  be- 
Heved  the  country  could  be  saved  without  destroying  slavery.  So 
that  the  problem  <:>f  putting  an  end  to  this  institution  was,  to  some 
extent,  presented  to  the  people  and  President  as  an  independent 
enterprise.  That  is,  the  nation  and  President  were  called  on  to  de- 
cide whether  the  enfranchisement  of  four  million  human  beings 
should  be  undertaken  by  the  government;  whether  the  nation 
would  put  forth  its  energies,  expend  its  treasure,  and  shed  its  blood, 
for  an  alien  race, — a  race  despised,  and  degraded  by  centuries  of 
oppression, — a  race  that  was  declared  to  be  incurably  indolent, 
and  unfit  for  freedom;  a  race,  we  were  told,  that  would  never,  if 
released  from  involuntary  toil,  put  forth  vigor  enough  to  earn  its 
own  living.  This  race  Abraham  Lindcoln  declared  should  be  free. 
By  a  stroke  of  his  pen  he  conferred  upon  them  the  inestimable  bless- 
ing of  the  ownership  of  themselves.  By  his  glorious  proclamation 
of  January  1st,  1863,  he  converted  them  from  chattels  into  men. 
He  wiped  the  dark  stain  from  the  fair  escutcheon  of  our  country, 
and  made  it  indeed  and  in  truth  the  land  of  the  free  as  well  as  the 
home  of  the  brave.  Our  fathers,  in  the  revolution,  fought  under 
Washington,  gloriously,  nobly,  and  from  principle,  but  it  was  for 
themselves.  It  was  to  remove  the  yoke  from  their  own  necks  that 
they  stood  their  ground  at  Bunker  Hill,  fought  in  the  terrible  heat 
of  Monmouth,  and  waited  in  long  and  dreary  desolation  at  Valley 
Forge.  But  for  us  in  our  late  conflict  it  must  be  conceded  that, 
after  all  deductions  are  made  for  our  hesitation  in  adopting  the 
emancipation  policy,  notwithstanding  our  eft'orts  to  make  terms 
with  slavery  the  war  has  been  to  a  great  extent  carried  on  for  the 
purpose  of  "proclaiming  liberty  throughout  the  land  to  all  the  in- 
habitants thereof."  Mr.  Lincoln  has  enjoyed  the  honor  of  leading 
the  nation  in  its  efforts  for  the  oppressed.  We  have  fought  not  for 
ourselves  alone,  but  for  the  poor,  the  weak,  the  down-trodden. 
And  inasmuch  as  it  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive,  to  toil 
and  incur  danger  in  others'  behalf  than  to  labor  for  ourselves; 
inasmuch  as  doing  a  deed  of  kindness  to  one  of  the  least  of  God's 
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suffering  children  is  the  same  as  doing  it  to  the  Master  himself, — 
then  surely  Lincoln  the  Liberator,  contending  for  a  grand,  luiselfish 
and  beneficent  idea,  is  greater  in  his  opportunities  and  his  position, 
than  Washington  the  Patriot,  fighting  for  the  freedom  of  his  native 
land. 

I  repeat,  then,  Mr.  Lincoln  was  a  great  man;  great  in  his  power 
over  life's  experiences;  great  in  his  simple-hearted  trust  in  God  and 
the   Right;   incomparably   great   in   his   unrivaled   opportunities. 

And  how  sublimely  great  was  he  in  his  glorious  death !  Dying 
as  he  did,  in  so  noble  a  cause,  his  immortality,  the  sweet  memory 
of  him  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen,  in  the  literature  of  his 
country  and  of  the  world,  wherever  the  names  of  the  good  and  great 
are  treasured  as  rich  gifts  from  the  past,  is  secured  beyond  doubt 
or  peradventure.  When  will  the  true  lover  of  his  country,  he  who 
is  proud  of  her  in  proportion  as  she  is  pure,  humane,  just,  virtuous, 
and  free, — when  will  he  forget  Mr.  Lincoln,  her  best  embodiment 
of  all  these  excellences.?  At  what  remote  point  of  the  far-distant 
future,  as  it  stretches  adown  the  coming  centuries,  will  the  freed- 
man's  children,  lifted  by  liberty  into  a  higher  manhood  cease  to 
speak  the  praises  of  their  great  Emancipator.'*  And  when  will 
the  nations  of  the  earth,  wherever  a  spark  of  justice  or  humanity 
is  cherished,  forget  to  execrate  the  miscreant  who  could  horrify 
the  civilized  world  and  plunge  it  into  a  heart -felt  sorrow  by  doing 
a  deed  so  atrocious  that  history  furnishes  no  parallel  to  it.^^  Surely 
the  memory  of  our  murdered  President  will  be  preserved  in  the 
grateful  hearts  of  coming  millions,  when  those  of  most  great  men, 
so  called,  shall  have  passed  into  irretrievable  oblivion. 

And  what  a  power  for  good  will  this  memory  be!  What  a 
purifying  and  ennobling  influence  will  it  exert  upon  the  young  men 
of  our  land !  How  mightily  will  it  recommend  to  them  the  virtues 
of  industry,  honesty,  and  patience!  Success  in  life  has  been  so 
long  associated  with  intrigue  and  overreaching  that  there  is  a  con- 
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stant  and  potent  force  operating  to  blunt  the  moral  sensibilities 
of  the  young.  The  apparently  great  men  of  this  world  have  been, 
to  a  great  extent,  unscrupulous  men.  Integrity,  honest  industry, 
fair  dealing,  have  been  regarded  not  only  as  unfashionable,  but 
also  as  unprofitable.  We  thank  God,  then,  that  in  the  person  of 
Mr.  Lincoln  these  humble  traits  of  character  have  been  glorified! 
That  for  once  they  have  been  joined  with  the  most  brilliant  success 
and  the  most  magnificent  reputation!  How  through  the  ages  will 
the  memory  of  this  honored  name  plead  with  men  in  behalf  of 
these  virtues ! 

And  what  a  source  of  strength  will  this  noble  fame  be  to  down- 
trodden humanity  everywhere!  How  it  will  rekindle  the  hope  of 
the  prisoner  in  his  dungeon,  and  of  the  slave  at  his  toil!  How  it 
will  hasten  the  coming  of  that  glorious  day  when  the  shackles  shall 
fall  from  every  limb,  and  the  light  of  liberty  shall  shine  into  every 
soul!  "If  the  North  succeeds,"  is  a  saying  attributed  to  Carlyle, 
"England  goes  to  democracy  by  express  train."  Most  true,  O 
Thou  Prophet  of  the  Old  Dispensation.  And  not  England  only, 
but  all  the  world.  The  oppressed  millions  of  every  land  will  catch 
the  glitter  of  our  triumphant  bayonets.  Our  great  example  will 
stir  anew  the  love  of  liberty  in  every  soul  of  man,  and  the  entire 
race,  redeemed  from  political  thralldom,  shall  yet  praise  God  for 
the  life  and  death  of  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
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ABRAHAM  LINCOLN'S  "ILLUSION" 

AN  "illusion"  which  appeared  to  Abraham  Lincoln  has  never 
been  explained  upon  rational  grounds,  so  far  as  my  ob- 
servations go. 

J.  S.  C.  Abbott  cites  a  quotation  as  coming  from  President 
Lincoln,  in  which  the  time  of  this  "illusion"  is  given  as  occurring 
just  after  his  nomination  at  Chicago,  but  Dr.  J.  G.  Holland  quotes 
from  an  article  which  appeared  in  Harper  s  Magazine  for  July, 
1865,  written  by  John  Hay,  now  Secretary  of  State,  placing  the  time 
just  after  his  first  election.  In  answer  to  my  letter  stating  these 
facts,  the  Secretary  of  State  writes  me  that  Noah  Brooks  of  Castine, 
Maine,  at  one  time  a  private  secretary  of  President  Lincoln,  is  the 
authority  for  this  statement.  Mr.  Brooks  is  out  of  the  country, 
so  his  statement,  at  the  present  time  as  to  the  time  of  its  occur- 
rence, cannot  be  given.  x\ccording  to  the  latter  authority.  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  is  reported  to  have  said: 

"It  was  just  after  my  election  in  1860,  when  the  news  had  been  coming  in  thick  and 
fast  all  day,  and  there  had  been  a  great  'hurrah  boys!"  so  that  I  was  well  tired  out  and  went 
home  to  rest,  throwing  myself  upon  a  lounge  in  my  chamber.  Opposite  to  where  I  lay  was 
a  bureau  v\-ith  a  swinging  glass  upon  it;  and  looking  into  that  glass,  I  saw  myself  reflected 
nearly  at  full  length;  but  my  face,  I  noticed,  had  two  separate  and  distinct  images,  the  tip 
of  the  nose  of  one  being  about  three  inches  from  the  tip  of  the  other.  I  was  a  little  bothered, 
perhaps  startled,  and  got  up  and  looked  in  the  glass,  but  the  illusion  vanished.  On  l.ying 
down  again,  I  saw  it  a  second  time,  plainer,  if  possible,  than  before,  and  then  I  noticed  that 
one  of  the  faces  was  a  little  paler — say  five  shades — than  the  other.  I  got  up  and  the  thing 
melted  away,  and  I  went  off,  and,  in  the  excitement  of  the  hour  forgot  all  about  it, — nearlj-, 
but  not  quite,  for  the  thing  would  once  in  a  while  come  up,  and  give  me  a  little  pang  as 
though  something  uncomfortable  had  happened.  When  I  went  home,  I  told  my  wife 
about  it,  and  a  few  days  after  I  tried  the  experiment  again,  when,  sure  enough,  the  thing 
came  back  again;  but  I  never  succeeded  in  bringing  the  ghost  back  after  that,  though  I 
once  tried  very  industriously  to  show  it  to  my  wife,  who  was  worried  about  it  somewhat. 
She  thought  it  was  a  'sign'  that  I  was  to  be  elected  to  a  second  term  of  office,  and  that  the 
paleness  of  one  of  the  faces  was  an  omen  that  I  should  not  see  life  through  the  last  term." 

Now  this  "illusion,"  like  others  that  haunt  people,  as  this  did 
Abraham  Lincoln,  can  be  explained  upon  rational  grounds  when 
all  the  facts  are  known  and  rightly  interpreted. 
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With  the  rapidly  changing  scenes  in  poHtical  events  constantly 
presenting  themselves  for  his  consideration  and  action,  after  he 
was  nominated  and  elected  President,  it  seems  cruel  that  he  should 
have  had  the  annoyance  from  this  "illusion"  added  to  his  burdens, 
when  it  could  have  been  explained  upon  rational  grounds  and  set 
his  mind  at  rest. 

It  was  the  beginning  of  the  most  momentous  time  in  the  history 
of  this  republic  since  its  foundation,  and  Abraham  Lincoln  was  the 
central  figure  to  whom  all  loyal  eyes  were  turned  as  a  pilot  to  guide 
the  Ship  of  State  through  the  storm  that  was  sure  to  come. 

After  participating  in  the  joyful  scenes  that  signalized  his  suc- 
cess in  the  campaign,  Mr.  Lincoln,  said: 

"There  is  a  little  woman  who  has  some  interest  in  this  matter," 

and  thither  he  wended  his  way  to  meet  the  companion  of  his  life 
who  was  to  participate  in  his  future  eventful  career. 

After  breaking  the  news  to  her,  he  retired  to  his  chamber  to 
obtain  some  needed  rest  from  the  work  and  excitement  connected 
with  the  campaign  in  which  he  had  been  elected  President  of  the 
United  States. 

As  he  lay  there  upon  the  couch,  every  muscle  became  relaxed 
as  never  before.  Little  did  he  dream  of  the  years  of  weary  toil, 
care,  and  anxiety  that  were  to  be  his  lot  and  the  tragic  death  that 
was  to  take  him  off  in  the  zenith  of  his  career,  a  career  that  has 
fixed  upon  him  the  eyes  of  the  whole  civilized  world,  and  has  given 
him  a  place  in  the  affections  of  the  American  people,  unsurpassed 
in  the  history  of  this  republic.  In  this  relaxed  condition,  in  a  pen- 
sive mood,  and  in  an  effort  to  recuperate  the  energies  of  a  wearied 
mind,  his  eyes  fell  upon  the  mirror  in  which  he  could  see  himself 
at  full  length,  reclining  upon  the  couch.  All  the  muscles  that 
direct,  control,  and  keep  the  two  eyes  together  were  relaxed;  the 
eyes  were  allowed  to  separate,  and  each  eye  saw  a  separate  and 
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distinct  image  by  itself.  The  relaxation  was  so  complete,  for  the 
time  being,  that  the  two  eyes  were  not  brought  together,  as  is  usual 
by  the  action  of  the  converging  muscles,  hence  the  counterpart 
presentment  of  himself.  He  would  have  seen  two  images  of  every- 
thing else  had  he  looked  for  them,  but  he  was  so  startled  by  the 
ghostly  appearance  that  he  felt  a  "  little  pang  as  though  something 
uncomfortable  had  happened,"  and  obtained  but  little  rest.  Wliat 
a  solace  to  his  wearied  mind  it  would  have  been,  if  some  one  could 
have  explained  this  "illusion"  upon  rational  grounds. 

We  see  by  his  own  statement  that  it  was  destined  to  haunt 
him,  for  long  after  it  had  taken  place,  he  says  he  "tried  very  indus- 
triously to  show  it"  to  Mrs.  Lincoln,  but  without  result.  The 
failure  of  attempts  to  reproduce  this  "illusion"  undoubtedly  dis- 
turbed him  still  more,  and  added  not  a  little  to  his  troubled  mind. 

The  reason  why  this  "illusion"  did  not  appear  again,  notwith- 
standing the  constantly  increasing  cares  and  responsibilities  thrust 
upon  him,  was  because  his  nervous  system  had  become  accustomed 
to  the  strain  put  upon  it,  and  he  had  recuperating  powers  enough 
to  sustain  the  eyes  in  their  normal  relations  to  each  other. 

This  incident  of  his  life  made  an  impression  that  never  left  me, 
especially  after  he  fell  by  the  hand  of  the  assassin,  thus  verifying 
the  prediction  put  upon  it  by  Mrs.  Lincoln. 

I  never  questioned,  however,  but  that  a  rational  explanation 
would  be  found  for  this  "illusion,"  and  when  it  came  after  waiting 
more  than  fifteen  years,  during  which  time  I  had  come  to  consider 
constantly  the  conditions  which  give  rise  to  such  troubles,  I  felt 
what  a  great  relief  it  would  have  been  to  President  Lincoln,  had 
the  explanation  been  made  to  him  at  that  time. 

The  factors  which  enter  into  the  solution  of  this  problem  of 
double  vision,  have  to  be  considered  in  the  elucidation  of  the 
causes  that  produce  weak  eyes,  headaches,  and  other  various  ner- 

29 


6  ABRAHAM   LINCOLN'S  "ILLUSION" 

vous  disturbances.  Muscular  and  mental  fatigue  often  produce 
disturbances  in  the  function  of  seeing,  and  visions  are  projected 
which  are  real  to  the  person  thus  affected,  and  lead  him  to  inter- 
pret them  for  good  or  evil. 

Dr.  Edward  H.  Clark,  one  of  the  renowned  physicians  of  New 
England,  during  his  last  illness,  while  he  was  suffering  constantly 
from  a  fatal  disease,  wrote  a  book  on  visions,  dividing  false  visions, 
according  to  causes,  into  those  due  to  disturbances  of  the  brain, 
those  due  to  disturbances  of  the  eyes,  and  those  due  to  disturb- 
ances of  the  rays  of  light  before  they  enter  the  eyes.  President 
Lincoln's  "illusion"  was  due  to  a  disturbance  of  the  eyes,  a  com- 
plete relaxation  of  the  muscles  that  keep  the  two  eyes  together  and 
enable  them,  in  the  normal  state,  to  see  everything  single. 

This  was  a  temporary  condition,  due  to  the  fatigue  from  the 
intense  work  and  excitement  which  had  been  going  on  from  the 
time  of  his  nomination  until  after  his  election  as  President  of  the 
United  States. 

There  are  conditions,  however,  which  are  born  with  the  eyes, 
that  may  be  developed  enough  by  over-using  them  to  produce  head- 
aches, and  other  manifestations  of  disorders  of  the  nervous  system, 
which  may  be  accompanied  with  double  vision.  By  the  advance- 
ments in  modern  ophthalmology,  a  large  number  of  these  cases 
can  be  relieved  which  were  formerly  considered  to  be  incurable. 

Mr.  Lincoln  was  before  and  after  his  nomination  for  the 
Presidency,  under  a  great  physical  and  mental  strain,  which  in- 
creased until  his  election  in  November,  when  it  continued  constant- 
ly to  go  on  until  his  death  in  April,  1865.  The  wonder  is,  that  he 
did  not  have  repeated  "illusions"  due  to  derangements  of  the  ner- 
vous system  from  performing  the  great  amount  of  work  thrust  up- 
on him,  and  from  the  cares  and  responsibilities  in  consequence  of 
the  "irrepressible  conflict"  which  burst  forth  into  one  of  the  blood- 
iest wars  that  the  world  has  ever  witnessed. 
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It  may  be  said,  however,  that  every  incident  in  one's  life  has 
some  value  when  philosophically  considered,  and  the  evil  omen  as- 
signed to  this  "illusion"  by  Mrs.  Lincoln  may  have  had  its  value  in 
making  the  President  more  cautious  of  himself  than  he  otherwise 
would  have  been  had  it  not  occurred,  and  of  preventing  his  death 
earlier  in  his  career  before  he  had  performed  services  to  his  country 
unsurpassed  by  any  individual  in  the  history  of  this  republic. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  not  only  a  good,  but  he  was  a  brave 
man.  To  advocate  the  principles  which  he  did  was  to  jeopardize 
his  life.  Listen  to  what  he  said  in  a  speech  against  the  extension 
of  slavery  before  he  was  nominated  for  the  Presidency:  tall,  erect, 
earnest,  his  eyes  flashing  with  animation,  his  countenance  wrapped 
in  intense  emotion  as  he  poured  forth  his  eloquence  against  the 
crime  of  a  liberty -loving  people;  sentiments  similar  to  those  of  his 
"lost  speech"  which  entranced  the  reporters  and  captivated  his 
audience,  making  him  the  acknowledged  leader  of  leaders  against 
the  extension  of  slavery  into  the  free  soil  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska : 

"Broken  by  it,  I,  too,  may  be;  bow  to  it,  I  never  will.  The  probability  that  we  may 
fail  in  the  struggle  ought  not  to  deter  us  from  the  support  of  a  cause  which  I  deem  to  be 
just;  and  it  shall  not  deter  me.  If  ever  I  feel  the  soul  within  me  elevate  and  expand  to  those 
dimensions  not  wholly  unworthy  of  the  Almighty  Architect,  it  is  when  I  contemplate  the 
cause  of  my  country,  deserted  by  all  the  world  besides,  and  I,  standing  up  boldly  and 
alone,  and  hurling  defiance  at  her  victorious  oppressors.  Here,  without  contemplating 
consequences,  before  high  Heaven,  and  in  the  face  of  the  world,  I  swear  eternal  fidelity 
to  the  just  cause,  as  I  deem  it,  of  all  the  land  of  my  life,  my  liberty  and  my  love." 

Within  a  month  after  his  election,  the  Southern  states  began 
to  secede  from  the  Union,  and  declared  themselves  free,  sovereign 
and  independent  states. 

The  air  was  filled  with  rumors  that  the  President  would  be 
assassinated  on  his  journey  to  Washington,  yet  he  exposed  himself 
in  many  cities,  and  only  after  it  had  been  shown  to  him  that  at- 
tempts had  been  made  to  throw  the  train  off  of  the  track,  and  blow 
it  to  pieces,  did  he  heed  and  take  an  earlier  night  train,  through 
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Baltimore,  in  order  to  arrive  in  Washington  in  safety.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  this  "illusion"  had  some  influence  in  deciding  him 
to  take  this  train  to  Washington,  and  thus  his  invaluable  services 
were  spared  to  the  country. 

The  week  of  his  first  inauguration  was  one  of  greatest  peril  and 
anxiety  to  the  nation,  and  was  only  exceeded  by  the  fear  and  con- 
sternation that  followed  his  second  inauguration,  when  the  exten- 
sive plot  to  assassinate  all  the  leading  officers  of  the  Government 
and  of  the  Army  was  revealed,  but  which  failed  in  every  instance 
except  that  of  the  best  beloved  of  all  Presidents,  Abraham  Lincoln. 

General  Scott,  in  his  autobiography,  says: 

"The  inauguration  of  President  Lincoln,  was  perhaps  the  most  critical  and  hazardous 
event  with  which  I  have  ever  been  connected.  In  the  preceding  two  months  I  had  received 
more  than  fiftj'  letters,  many  from  points  distant  from  each  other,  some  earnestly  dissuading 
me  from  being  present  at  the  event,  and  others  distinctly  threatening  assassination,  if  I 
dared  to  protect  the  ceremony  by  military  forces." 

Strange-looking  men  thronged  the  sti-eets,  armed  for  the  most 
desperate  deeds,  and  there  were  sharp-shooters  who,  from  a  dis- 
tance, could  fire  a  bullet  into  his  heart,  but  he  stood  before  the 
many  thousands  and  delivered  his  most  impressive  inaugural  ad- 
dress in  a  clear,  penetrating  voice  that  was  heard  by  the  multitude 
before  him. 

Returning  to  the  WTiite  House,  he  was  asked  if  he  felt  any 
alarm  during  the  ceremony,  and  his  reply  was  that  he  had  often 
experienced  greater  fear  in  speaking  to  a  dozen  Western  men  on  the 
subject  of  temperance. 

This  was  bravery  of  the  highest  type,  for  he  was  a  conspicuous 
figure  in  any  assembly,  and  could  easily  be  made  a  sure  target  for 
the  assassin.  Contrary  to  his  own  estimate  of  himself,  he  was  a 
most  courageous  man;  yet  the  interpretation  by  Mrs.  Lincoln  of 
this  "illusion"  was  never  erased  from  his  mind;  nevertheless  he 
regarded  it  philosophically,  and  went  about  unaccompanied,  ex- 

32 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN'S  "ILLUSION"  9 

posing  himself,  as  it  seemed  to  those  who  were  near  and  dear  to 
him,  in  a  most  reckless  manner. 

Once  when  he  was  out  riding  a  horse,  with  only  one  accom- 
panying him,  at  near  twilight,  he  had  a  bullet  pass  through  the  top 
of  his  tall  hat.  He  begged  his  companion  to  say  nothing  about  it, 
as  it  would  create  alarm  in  his  family,  and  among  his  friends. 

We  see  him  entering  Richmond,  unaccompanied  by  any  one 
except  his  little  boy  "Tad";  the  city  swarming  with  desperate  men, 
and  enveloped  in  flames  from  the  torch  of  the  retreating  foe. 

Abraham  Lincoln  appealed  more  forcibly  to  the  sympathies 
of  more  American  youths  than  any  other  man  that  ever  graced 
the  Presidential  chair. 

His  early  life  was  one  of  hardship  and  privations.  It  created 
a  bond  of  sympathy  for  the  "plain  people"  which  could  only  have 
been  developed  under  such  circumstances  into  that  bond  of  love 
for  them  which  ever  manifested  itself  in  his  daily  life. 

As  a  boy  in  a  country  store,  I  made  two  scrap  books;  in  one 
I  collected  an  account  of  the  things  which  he  did  and  said  and  the 
good  things  said  about  him,  while  in  the  other  I  put  what  his  op- 
ponents said  about  him.  In  the  latter  book,  I  remember  distinctly 
a  sentence  from  the  "silver  tongued  orator  of  the  Kennebec,"* 
in  which  speaking  of  Mr.  Lincoln's  fame,  he  said  "it  would  shine 
and  stink,  and  stink  and  shine  like  a  rotten  mackerel  by  moon- 
light." But  those  days  have  gone  forever,  and  we  doubt  not  if 
the  same  person  were  living  today,  he  would  use  his  eloquence  to 
praise  Abraham  Lincoln  as  much  as  he  did  to  condemn  him  then. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  remarkable  for  his  fund  of  anecdotes 
and  stories  which  were  so  simple  that  a  child  could  understand 
them.  They  served  as  a  safety  valve  to  his  overworked  brain, 
and  also  to  illustrate  points  and  conditions  better  than  any  amount 

*James  G.  Blaine. 
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of  explanation,  and  therefore  contained  a  resistless  argument  in 
the  most  condensed  form  possible.  This  was  one  of  the  most  con- 
spicuous qualities  which  created  such  a  close  sympathy  between 
him  and  the  American  youth  of  his  time,  for  young  people  like 
stories,  and  can  become  interested  in  a  subject  when  it  is  made 
clear  by  a  good  story. 

His  reply  after  he  had  listened  patiently  to  a  delegation  from 
the  West,  who  had  come  with  bitter  complaints  against  the  Ad- 
ministration, was  characteristic  of  the  man.  It  created  a  good 
feeling  and  they  went  away  satisfied.    He  said: 

"Gentlemen,  suppose  all  the  property  you  were  worth  was  in  gold,  and  you  had  put 
it  into  the  hands  of  Blondin  to  carry  across  the  Niagara  River  on  a  rope,  would  you  shake 
the  cable,  or  keep  shouting  out  to  him,  'Blondin,  stand  up  a  little  straighter;  Blondin, 
stoop  a  little  more;  go  a  little  faster;  lean  a  little  more  to  the  North;  lean  a  little  more  to 
the  South?'  No:  you  would  hold  your  breath  as  well  as  your  tongue,  and  keep  your  hands 
off  until  he  was  safe  over.  The  Government  are  carrying  an  immense  weight,  untold 
treasures  are  in  their  hands.  They  are  doing  the  very  best  they  can.  Don't  badger  them. 
Keep  silence  and  we'll  get  you  safely  across." 

Every  child  that  could  read  understood  perfectly  well  what 
he  would  do  with  Jefferson  Davis,  when  the  Southern  Confederacy 
was  crumbling  into  ruins,  and  this  question  was  asked  him  and  he 
replied : 

"There  was  a  boy  in  Springfield  who  bought  a  coon,  which,  after  the  novelty  wore  off, 
became  a  great  nuisance.  He  was  one  day  leading  him  through  the  streets,  and  had  his 
hands  full  to  keep  clear  of  the  little  vixen,  which  had  torn  his  clothes  half  off  of  him.  At 
length,  he  sat  down  on  the  curbstone  completely  fagged  out.  A  man  passing,  was  stopped 
by  the  disconsolate  appearance  and  asked  the  matter,  'Oh,'  was  the  reply,  'the  coon  is 
such  a  trouble  to  me!'  'Why  don't  you  get  rid  of  it,  then,  said  the  gentleman.'  'Hush!' 
said  the  boy,  'Don't  you  see  he  is  gnawing  his  rope  off?  I  am  going  to  let  him  do  it;  and 
then  I  will  go  home  and  tell  the  folks  that  he  got  away  from  me." 

Think  of  the  President  of  the  United  States — the  foremost 
country  of  the  world — telling  a  coon  story  to  illustrate  how  he 
would  deal  with  one  of  the  most  serious,  complex,  and  complicated 
questions  ever  presented  to  man,  and  so  simply  that  a  child  could 
understand  just  what  he  would  do.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  the 
youth  of  the  country  had  such  unlimited  sympathy  for  him.'* 
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His  speeches  and  addresses  have  furnished  material  for  decla- 
mations unsurpassed  in  excellence  even  by  those  of  Daniel  Webster, 
whose  eloquent  utterances  entitled  him  to  rank  among  the  great 
orators  of  the  world. 

Without  consultation,  he  wrote  the  Emancipation  Proclama- 
tion, which  created  intense  excitement  and  marked  him  still  more 
conspicuously  than  ever  for  the  hand  of  the  assassin ;  yet,  with  the 
interpretation  of  this  "illusion"  ever  present  in  his  mind,  he  still 
put  off  issuing  this  document  which  was  to  be  the  "central  act" 
of  his  administration  "and  the  great  event  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury." 

Perhaps  the  most  sublime  occasion  of  his  life,  was  when  he 
presented  this  immortal  document  to  his  Cabinet,  and  he  prefaced 
this  act  by  reading  a  chapter  from  Artemus  Ward.  Every  Amer- 
ican youth,  north  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line  who  had  read  this 
book,  was  brought  at  once  into  sympathy  with  him  for  diverting 
his  mind  with  such  frivolous  drollery,  for  it  was  common  ground 
upon  which  they  could  meet  and  more  fully  appreciate  each  other. 

At  length,  the  Emancipation  Proclamation  was  issued,  and 
took  effect  as  the  noblest  political  document  known  to  history. 

Four  years  of  civil  war  were  slowly  coming  to  a  close,  and  those 
who  were  opposed  to  the  President  and  the  war  rallied  in  great 
strength,  but  Abraham  Lincoln  was  again  triumphantly  elected 
President  of  the  United  States.  His  second  inaugural  address  was 
characteristic  of  the  man,  for  it  was  one  of  the  noblest  utterances 
that  ever  fell  from  the  lips  of  man. 

Finally  he  began  to  see  the  fruits  of  his  labors,  and  the  end  of 
the  bloodiest  war  known  in  the  history  of  the  world. 

As  he  reluctantly  consented  to  attend  Ford's  theatre  on  the 
evening  of  the  14th  of  April,  1865,  his  mind  was  preoccupied  in  an 
effort  to  devise  a  just  method  of  reuniting  his  misguided  country- 
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men  in  the  bonds  of  the  Union.  As  he  sat  there  with  his  devoted 
family  and  friends  in  the  peaceful  repose  of  an  admiring  people, 
his  mind  diverted  by  the  play  going  on  before  him,  without  a 
thought,  perhaps,  of  the  "illusion"  whose  attributed  evil  omen  was 
to  be  fulfilled,  then  John  Wilkes  Booth,  the  assassin,  fired  a  bullet 
into  his  brain,  and  he  was  no  more. 

We  had  been  celebrating  victories,  and,  flushed  with  the  an- 
ticipation of  a  speedy  ending  of  the  war,  all  were  looking  forward 
to  a  restoration  of  peace  and  a  reunited  country. 

But  the  fell  destroyer  came  through  the  hand  of  the  assassin, 
and  plunged  the  nation  into  the  deepest  mourning  ever  known  in 
the  history  of  the  world.  Strong  men  all  over  the  land  met  and 
wept  like  children. 

He  had  more  sincere,  devoted  mourners  than  any  man  that 
ever  lived,  and  he  deserved  them  all  by  the  universal  sympathy 
which  he  manifested  for  his  fellow  man  in  every  deed  of  his  life. 

It  was  certainly  a  singular  coincidence  that  INIrs.  Lincoln 
should  have  attributed  an  evil  omen  to  this  "illusion,"  and  should 
have  predicted  so  nearly  what  actually  came  to  pass,  but  in  the  light 
of  a  knowledge  of  the  conditions  which  produced  it  in  him,  and 
which  not  infrequently  produce  similar  occurrences  in  others,  we 
must  regard  it  as  one  out  of  thousands  which  transpire  as  pre- 
dicted, and  which  therefore  must  be  considered  only  as  an  incident 
in  his  unique  life. 

A  verse  of  a  poem*  which  was  a  great  favorite  with  him,  and 
which  he  frequently  quoted,  shows  how  his  mind  reverted  to  the 
thoughts  therein  expressed: 

"Oh!  why  should  the  spirit  of  mortal  be  proud? 
Like  a  swift-fleeting  meteor,  a  fast-flying  cloud, 
A  flash  of  the  lightning,  a  break  of  the  wave. 
He  passeth  from  life  to  the  rest  of  the  grave." 

*By  William  Knox,  given  in  full  in  Extra  No.  34. 
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We  doubt  if  there  ever  was  created  a  being  in  this  world,  or 
in  the  worlds,  if  there  be  such,  of  the  countless  millions  of  fixed 
stars,  whose  sympathies  for  his  fellow  creatures  were  greater,  or 
who  performed  his  duties  with  a  higher  sense  of  honor  and  justice 
as  a  ruler,  than  Abraham  Lincoln. 

His  name  and  fame  will  last  as  long  as  the  earth  revolves  upon 
its  axis  in  sweeping  through  space  around  the  eternal  sun,  and 
thither  to  the  tomb  of  our  martyred  President,  will  the  people  of  the 
whole  civilized  world  ever  make  their  pilgrimage,  to  pay  homage 
and  reverence  to  Abraham  Lincoln — the  foremost  man  of  the  nine- 
teenth century. 
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LETTER  AND  POEM  ON  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 

Washington,  October  27th,  1869. 
Andrew  Boyd,  Esq.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
My  dear  Sir: 

Your  elegantly-printed  copy  of  the  poem  from  the  London 
Punch  of  May  6,  1865*,  reached  me  today.  The  poem  I  had,  but 
your  elegant  and  feeling  preface  I  had  not,  and  most  sincerely  do  I 
thank  you  for  it.  I  believe  there  are  but  few  men  who  cherish 
the  memory  of  Abraham  Lincoln  as  I  do,  but,  judging  from  the 
remarks  in  your  preface  to  that  poem,  I  am  led  to  believe  that  you 
are  one  of  that  few. 

On  Sunday,  April  30th,  1865,  sitting  in  an  arbor  in  my  garden, 
with  my  journal  before  me,  I  wrote  on  a  blank  leaf,  in  it,  with  a 
pencil,  the  following: 

A  jewel  from  our  crown — 
A  pearl  from  out  the  Nation's  diadem — 
A  life  torn  out  by  traitorous,  murderous  hands — 

Crushed — trampled  down ! 

A  people's  hearts  all  riven 
With  grief,  with  horror,  that  their  Chief  is  dead; 
A  Nation  plunged  into  the  abyss  of  woe! 

A  Martyr  gone  to  Heaven. 

Great  God!  why  was  it  done? 
Thou  knowest  why — Thou  did'st  the  deed  permit : 
And  while  we  weep,  we  bow  to  Thy  decree; 

And  kneel  before  thy  throne — 

Humbly  we  kneel,  and  pray — 
Who  hold'st  the  power  in  our  great  Martyr's  stead. 
May  wield  it  to  Thy  glory  and  our  good 

For  many  a  happy  day. 

May  ages  stiU  pass  on. 
And  in  one  Union  bind  the  land  we  love. 
May  blessings  mark  the  years  with  happiness. 

And  joy  the  Union  crown. 

*This  was  the  poem  by  Tom  Taylor — which  we  insert  as  being  so  appropriate  here.— [Ed.) 
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I  do  not  copy  this  as  worthy  of  any  particular  note,  but  only 
to  show  you  how  my  mind  ran  on  the  memory  of  that  good  man. 

On  the  19th  of  February  last,  I  delivered  a  lecture  before  the 
faculty  and  students  of  Pennsylvania  College,  at  Gettysburg,  by 
invitation.     That  lecture  was  opened  by  the  following  language: 

"I  do  not,  I  cannot,  forget  how  I  came  here  on  the  19th  of 
November,  1863,  and  lent  my  feeble  aid  to  the  consecration  of  the 
noble  cemetery,  which  now  holds  the  thrice  honored  dead,  who, 
on  those  memorable  days  of  July,  died  that  their  country  might 
live.  How  I  stood  at  the  side  of  our  great  and  good  President,  and 
heard  the  silvery  voice  of  Everett,  as  he  bound  all  his  hearers,  as 
it  were,  in  the  silken  cords  of  his  surpassing  eloquence;  and  how  I 
listened,  as  many  of  you  did,  to  that  brief,  terse,  touching  address 
of  the  President,  in  which  he  so  truly  said:  'We  cannot  consecrate, 
we  cannot  hallow  this  ground.  The  brave  men,  living  and  dead, 
who  struggled  here,  have  consecrated  it  far  above  our  power  to 
add  or  detract.  The  world  will  little  note,  nor  long  remember  what 
we  say  here,  but  it  can  never  forget  what  they  did  here.' 

When  I  call  to  mind  these  events — when  I  remember  how  that 
President  fell  a  martyr  in  the  very  arms  of  that  victory  which  gave 
this  nation  'a  new  birth  of  freedom'  and  an  assurance  'that  the 
government  of  the  people,  by  the  people,  and  for  the  people,  shall 
not  perish  from  the  earth,' — my  memory  cannot  but  go  back,  and 
cause  my  mind  to  wonder  how  a  severely  stricken  people  lived 
through  that  awful  tragedy,  that  bathed  the  Executive  Mansion 
in  blood,  and  caused  a  wail  of  woe  throughout  the  republic." 

You  see,  that  in  divulging  to  me  the  fact  that  you  loved  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  in  life  and  honor  his  memory,  you  have  waked  up  a 
person  who  may  bore  you  more  than  you  bargained  for! 

You  will,  however,  find  me  always  ready  to  respond  whenever 
you  desire  anything  from  me  that  I  can  furnish,  relative  to  that 
great  and  good  man. 

Truly  and  Fraternally  Yours, 

B.  B.  French 

42 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 

FOULLY   ASSASSINATED,  APRIL  14,   1865 

YOU  lay  a  wreath  on  murdered  Lincoln's  bier. 
You,  who  with  mocking  pencil  wont  to  trace 

Broad  for  the  self-complacent  British  sneer 

His  length  of  shambling  limb,  his  furrowed  face, 

His  gaunt,  gnarled  hand,  his  unkempt,  bristling  hair, 
His  garb  uncouth,  his  bearing  ill  at  ease; 

His  lack  of  all  we  prize  as  debonair, 

Of  power  or  will  to  shine,  of  art  to  please. 

You,  whose  smart  pen  backed  up  the  pencil's  laugh, 
Judging  each  step,  as  though  the  way  were  plain; 

Reckless,  so  it  could  point  its  paragraph 
Of  chief's  perplexity  or  people's  pain. 

Beside  this  corpse  that  bears  for  winding-sheet 
The  Stars  and  Stripes  he  lived  to  rear  anew. 

Between  the  mourners  at  his  head  and  feet. 
Say,  scurril  jester,  is  there  room  for  you? 

Yes,  he  had  lived  to  shame  me  from  my  sneer. 
To  lame  my  pencil,  and  confute  my  pen — 

To  make  me  own  this  hind  of  princes  peer. 
This  rail-splitter  a  true-born  king  of  men. 

My  shallow  judgment  I  had  learnt  to  rue. 
Noting  how  to  occasion's  height  he  rose, 

How  his  quaint  wit  made  home-truth  seem  more  true, 
How,  iron-like,  his  temper  grew  by  blows. 
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How  humble,  yet  how  hopeful  he  could  be; 

How  in  good  fortune  and  in  ill  the  same; 
Nor  bitter  in  success,  nor  boastful  he. 

Thirsty  for  gold,  nor  feverish  for  fame. 

He  went  about  his  work — such  work  as  few 

Ever  had  laid  on  head  and  heart  and  hand — 

As  one  who  knows  where  there's  a  task  to  do 

Man's  honest  will  must  Heaven's  good  grace  command. 

\\lio  trusts  the  strength  will  with  the  burden  grow, 
That  God  makes  instruments  to  work  his  will, 

If  but  that  will  we  can  arrive  to  know, 

Nor  tamper  with  the  weight  of  good  and  ill. 

So  he  went  forth  to  battle  on  the  side 

That  he  felt  clear  was  Liberty's  and  Right's, 

As  in  his  peasant  boyhood  he  had  plied 

His  warfare  with  rude  Nature's  thwarting  mights — 

The  uncleared  forest,  the  unbroken  soil. 

The  iron  bark,  that  turns  the  lumberer's  axe; 

The  rapid,  that  o'erbears  the  boatman's  toil. 

The  prairie,  hiding  the  mazed  wanderer's  tracks, 

The  ambushed  Indian,  and  the  prowling  bear — 

Such  were  the  needs  that  helped  his  youth  to  train: 

Rough  culture — but  such  trees  large  fruit  may  bear 
If  but  their  stocks  be  of  right  girth  and  gram. 

So  he  grew  up,  a  destined  work  to  do, 

And  lived  to  do  it;  four  long-suffering  years' 

Ill-fate,  ill-feeling,  ill-report  lived  through. 

And  then  he  heard  the  hisses  change  to  cheers, 
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The  taunts  to  tribute,  the  abuse  to  praise, 

And  took  both  with  the  same  unwavering  mood: 

Till,  as  he  came  on  light  from  darkling  days 

And  seemed  to  touch  the  goal  from  where  he  stood, 

A  felon  hand,  between  the  goal  and  him. 

Reached  from  behind  his  back,  a  trigger  prest — 

And  those  perplexed  and  patient  eyes  were  dim. 

Those  gaunt,  long-laboring  limbs  were  laid  to  rest. 

The  words  of  mercy  were  upon  his  lips 

Foregiveness  in  his  heart  and  on  his  pen, 

Wlien  this  vile  murderer  brought  swift  eclipse 

To  thoughts  of  peace  on  earth,  good-will  to  men. 

The  old  World  and  the  New,  from  sea  to  sea. 
Utter  one  voice  of  sympathy  and  shame ! 

Sore  heart,  so  stopped  when  it  at  last  beat  high. 
Sad  life,  cut  short  just  as  its  trumpet  came. 

A  deed  accurst !  Strokes  have  been  struck  before 
By  the  assassin's  hand,  whereof  men  doubt 

If  more  of  horror  or  disgrace  they  bore; 

But  thy  foul  crime,  like  Cain's,  stands  darkly  out. 

Vile  hand,  that  brandest  murder  on  a  strife, 

Whate'er  its  grounds,  stoutly  and  nobly  striven; 

And  with  the  martyr's  crown  crownest  a  life 
With  much  to  praise,  little  to  be  forgiven! 
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A  NEW-YEAR  ASPIRATION 


o 


UR  Father  who  art  the  infinite  Soul  over  all,  around  all 
and  in  us  all : 


Although  we  know  that  thou  dost  govern  the  world  by  unca- 
pricious  law,  and  that  thou,  being  all-wise  and  all-good,  needest 
no  supplication  of  ours  to  remind  thee  of  us — to  teach  thee  our 
wants,  or  to  stir  thy  parental  tenderness  toward  us — yet  we  also 
know  that  we  do  need  to  remind  ourselves  of  thee;  that  we  often 
must  need  turn  to  thee  as  doth  a  helpless  infant  to  the  sheltering 
arms  of  its  parent, — 

"An  infant  crying  for  the  light. 
And  with  no  language  but  a  cry;"' 

that  we,  as  if  instinctively,  clutch  and  cling  to  the  Rock  that  is 
higher  than  we,  in  our  gropings  and  our  yearnings  for  some  reliable 
refuge,  some  sure  shield,  some  satisfying  solace  to  the  wants  and 
the  woes  of  this  world: 

"To  thee  we  pray,  for  all  must  live  by  thee."^ 

We  know  too  that  thou  hast  ordained  that  the  soul  must  crave 
good  in  order  to  get  good, — must  hunger  and  thirst  after  rightness 
to  be  filled — to  be  squared  with  wisdom,  strength  and  beauty;  that 
thou  hast  so  created  us  that  "as  a  man  thinketh  and  feeleth,  so  is 
he,"=' — that  as  is  the  spirit  and  extent  of  one's  habitual  contempla- 
tions and  quests  so  must  his  or  her  soul  expand  and  be  exalted,  or 
sicken,  shrivel  and  grovel, — his  or  her  joys  blight  in  inanition  and 
perish,  or  bloom  and  endure  "unto  everlasting  life."^ 

We  realize  too  that  spiritual  good  is  the  only  permanent  good ; 
that 

"  'Tis  immortality,  'tis  that  alone. 

Amid  life's  pains,  abasements,  emptiness, 
The  soul  can  comfort,  elevate  and  fill."' 

1.  Tennyson.    2.  John  Wesley.    3.  Proverbs  23:7.    4.  St.  John  6:27.    6.  Edward  Young. 
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Hence  now  a  while  we  suspend  all  merely  ephemeral  concerns,  and, 
retiring  hither  with  unity  of  sympathy,  together  struggle  to  rise 
from  our  feebleness  and  our  darkness  unto  thee  who  art  "the  light 
of  all  our  being,  the  strength  of  all  that  is  strong,  the  wisdom  of 
what  is  wise,  and  the  foundation  of  all  things  that  are.""  And 
while  we  breathe  upward  the  prayer  of  fervent  aspiration,  or  strain 
foward  with  new  hope  upon  the  rest  of  our  probation,  or  glance 
backward  with  fond  or  sad  retrospection,  contrition  softcneth  our 
hearts,  and  gratitude  must  need  dwell  upon  our  tongues. 

To  deepen  the  penitence  of  "a  broken  and  contrite  heart 
which,  O  God,  thou  wilt  not  despise"'  (however  man  may  disparage 
the  poor  publican's  humility  and  aggrandize  the  proud  Pharisee), 
we  would  consider  the  many  manifestations  of  thy  good  will  toward 
us,  "the  multitude  of  thy  tender  mercies,"  and  all  the  felicities  of 
our  social  life  in  this  goodly  heritage  from  the  Christian  forefathers 
and  mothers  who  bequeathed  us  "unstained  freedom  to  worship 
God;"  a  heritage  preserved  and  amplified  by  the  statesmen,  the 
warriors,  the  scientists,  the  forthtellers  and  the  other  factors  in- 
spired by  thee  in  the  production  of  national  good  character.  Let 
the  vicissitudes  we  have  witnessed 

"While  with  ceaseless  course  the  sun 
Hasted  through  the  former  year,  *  ♦  * 
Teach  us  henceforth  how  to  live 
With  eternity  in  view."' 

Although  we  have  some  light  afflictions,  we  would  view  our 
momentary  troubles  as  results  of  limitations  thou  hast  fixed  in  our 
constitutions  for  discipline  of  character. 

"And  not  a  grief  can  darken  or  surprise. 
Swell  in  the  heart  or  fill  with  tears  our  eyes. 
But  it  is  sent  in  mercy  and  in  love. 
To  bid  our  helplessness  seek  strength  above."' 

Yet  we  would  not  idly  dream  that  the  attainment  of  spiritual 

8.  Anonymous,  quoted  by  President  Lincoln,  perhaps  from  Theodore  Parker. 
7.    Psalm  51 :7.    8.  John  Newton. 
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excellence  is  any  merely  supernatural  matter.  We  would  admonish 
ourselves  that  no  impulse  or  emotion  wanting  good  will  hath  any 
moral  merit ;  that  each  and  every  good  disposition  must  be  planted 
and  cultivated;  that  we  must  ourselves  "cease  to  do  evil,  learn  to  do 
well,  seek  judgment"'  or  never  find  it.  Would  that  whenever  in 
ways  of  unwisdom,  we  might  welcome  to  our  souls  the  desolation 
of  the  prodigal  son  among  the  husks,  and  discern  that  the  con- 
sequent wretchedness  cometh  of  thy  beneficence. 

Nor  would  we  be  oblivious  of  the  blessings  to  us  accruing  from 
toil  and  trials  of  remoter  benefactors,  down  along  the  ages  of  thine 
evolution  of  humanity's  most  sacred  ideas;  but,  for  what  thou 
hast  done  for  us  through  the  world's  glorious  martyrs  in  every 
good  cause,  be  devoutly  thankful  to  thee  and  to  them,  especially 
to  JESUS  OF  NAZARETH. 

We  would  admonish  ourselves  that  all  our  serious  troubles 
come  of  our  not  keeping  our  souls  imbued  with  the  holy  spirit  of 
our  great  GUIDE  AND  TEACHER.  Would  that  we  might  never 
forget  that  the  only  way  of  life  is  HIS  way, — his  method. 


his  means. 


"Self-introspection   deep,   to  catch  and  hold 
Communion  holy  with  the  higher  self;"'" 


"A  constant  dying  for  to  live  true  life. 
Renouncing  all  of  lower  self  untrue 
And  insubordinate  to  higher  self;"" 


exercising  all  the  propensities  wherewith  thou  hast  endowed  us, 
but  perverting  none:  loving  but  not  lax;  cheerful  "with  them  that 
do  rejoice, "12  but 

"With  moderation  dominating  all 
Precipitately  flippant  levity;"" 

reticent  and  repressed  so  long  as  we  should  be  "swift  to  hear,  slow 
to  speak,""  but  never,  through  fear  of  some  unmagnanimous  critic's 

9.     Isaiah  1:17.     10.  St.  Matthew  6:6.    St.  Luke,  9:18.     11.  Matthew  Arnold. 
12.     Romans  12:15.     13.  Phillippians  4:5.     14.  St.  James,  1:19. 
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imputation  of  loquacity,  tardy  to  let  our  light  twinkle  and  com- 
municate whenever  duty's  occasion  shall  suggest  that  there  will 

"So  shine  a  good  deed  in  a  naughty  world;"" 

slow  to  wrath  against  possibly  inadvertent  trespasses,  but  swift  to 
hear  of  oppression  and  rectify  evil  doings;  eager  to  imitate  what- 
soever things  are  decent,  lovely  and  of  good  report"  for  recreation, 
but  never  in  mirth  "to  hold  the  mirror"'^  of  mimicry  up  to  seeming 
eccentricity  unless  to  shew  as  we  would  be  sho^^Ti,  or 

"To  minister 
Fit  medicine  to  minds  by  care  distraught;"^ 

sober  but  not  sombre  or  ascetic;  reverent  but  not  superstitious; 
direct  of  dealing  and  of  diction,  but,  like  JESUS 

"In  parable  in  converse  with  a  throng 
Enthralled  by  demonology  derived 
From  Babylon,  e'er  condescending  well 

To  study  all  the  spirit  of  the  age,  • 

And  utilize  its  mental  furniture. 
E'en  though  its  folk-lore,  phantasy-bewitched 
And  wild  bedevilled,  seem  to  freer  thought 
Mere  heir-loom  rubbish  drifted  down  the  stream 
Of  time  from  earth's  child  races  cherishing 
Barbaric  myths."' 

Would  that  we  might  foster  faith — fidelity  to  conviction — 
but  never,  through  intellectual  indolence,  lapse  into  the  credulity 
which  ignores  to  distinguish  between  the  function  of  faith  and  the 
province  of  reason,  and  to  analyze  increments  of  tradition.  We 
would  meekly  bow  to  solemn  mysteries — whatever  surpasses  our 
reason — but  vigilantly  combat  absurdities — whatever  contradicts 
and  insults  reason.  We  would  stand  up  militant  with  moral 
courage  against  all  pernicious  new  fashions,  but  warily  first  cast  out 
of  our  own  eye  that  refractive  prejudice  against  reformatory  in- 
novation upon  "traditions  of  the  elders"'^ — that  Pharisaism — 
which  JESUS  was  wont  to  denounce  even  at  peril  of  his  precious 

15.  Shakespeare.    6.  Anonymous,  quoted    by    President    Lincoln;    perhaps    from    Theodore 
Parker.     16.  St.  Matthew  15:3. 
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earthly  life.     We  would  be  hospitable  to  "truth  for  authority"''— 

"Loyal  to  truth  e'en  when  her  crown  is  thorns"" 

but  jealously  scrutinize  any  partisan  platforms  or  creed-fabrics 
proffered  us  by  chief  priests,  political  scribes  or  other  benevolent 
zealots  as  "authority  for  truth. "''  Yea,  verily,  we  would  use  all 
our  faculties  but  abuse  none  of  them. 

"We  ask  not  that  for  us  the  plan 
Of  good  and  ill  be  set  aside. 
But  that  the  common  lot  of  man 
Be  nobly  borne  and  glorified."" 

And  although  such  self -subordination  in  the  exercise  of  the  in- 
tellect, the  sensibilities  and  the  will  may  cost  us  unremitting 
forecast  and  circumspection,  and  weary  reminder  that 

"There  is  care  and  struggle  in  every  life. 
But  no  strength  cometh  without  the  strife," 

may  we  never  shrink  from  the  complete  self -surrender,  the  obedi- 
ence to  the  law  of  our  being,  indispensable  to  that  equipoise  in  the 
action  of  the  soul's  forces  neglectful  non-maintenance  whereof  con- 
stitutes sin. 

"We  want  a  principle  within 
Of  jealous,  godly  fear, 
A  sensibility  of  sin, 

A  pang  to  find  it  near;"'" 

— a  soul  not  calloused  but  sublimed  by  sorrow.  We  want  salva- 
tion— 

"Salvation  from  our  selfishness. 
From  more  than  elemental  fire. 
The  soul's  unsanctified  desire, 
From  sin  itself  and  not  the  pain 
That  warns  us  of  its  chafing  chain."^' 

Thus  guarding  "the  fountain''^^— right  spiritual  condition — 
may  we  keep  pure  the  stream,  the  current  of  conduct  of  our  ])roba- 
tion.  O  that  the  weeds  and  thorns  of  the  world  may  not  choke  the 

17.    Lucretia  Mott.    18.  C.  S.  Burnham.    19.  Phoebe  Gary.    20.  Charles  Wesley.    21.  Whittier. 
22.  St.  James  3:11. 
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growth  of  our  graces,  our  development  of  reverence,  gentleman- 
liness,  gentle-womanliness,  sweetness  and  light,  even  the  divinely 
sweet  reasonableness,  the  "grace  and  truth,  the  glory  beheld"" 
in  JESUS !    Especially  his  divinely  sweet  sympathy 

"Where'er  a  human  heart  doth  wear 
Joy's  myrtle  WTeath  or  sorrow's  gj'ves. 
Where'er  a  human  spirit  strives 
After  a  life  more  true  and  fair."" 

Thus  may  we  fulfil  thy  creative  purpose,  evolving  subjective 
harmony  with  our  objective  moral  environment — 

"Such  harmony  is  in  immortal  souls; 
But  whilst  this  muddy  vesture  of  decay 
Doth  grossly  close  it  in,  we  cannot  hear  it"" 

thus  "dwell  together  in  unity  "with  our  brother  men,  reconciling 
our  interests  to  theirs,  bearing  patiently  with  their  weakness  or  re- 
joicing in  their  strength;  thus  appreciate 

"How  grand  in  age,  how  fair  in  youth, 
Are  holy  friendship,  love  and  truth." 

Thus  may  we  strive  to  hasten  the  day  when  all  men  shall  recog- 
nize thee  as  their  father,  and  own  JESUS  lord  of  their  hearts.  Thus 
may  our  souls  come  into  at-one-ment  with  HIS  and  with  thee,  to 
be  nevermore  bewildered  by  temptation  or  blinded  by  unreason; 
nevermore 

"The  soul,  like  barque  with  rudder  lost. 
On  passion's  changeful  tide  be  tost;"^ 

nevermore  beguiled  by  vain  pomp  or  other  imposing  concomitant 
of  kingcraft;  nevermore 

"O'erworried  lest  the  lucre  fly  away. 
Or  trembling  at  some  Jova's  fancied  spite. 
Extraneous  intercession  begging  loud,"* 


but  the  soul  stand 
and  serene  in  being 


"Without  a  fret  at  fortune's  laggard  pace,"' 

"Thoroughly  fortified 
By  acquiescence  in  the  Will  Supreme 
For  time  and  for  eternity."-* 


23.    St.  John  1:U.    24.  Lowell.    15.  Shakespeare.    25.  Scott.    6.  Anonymous,  quoted  by  Presi- 
dent Lincoln;  perhaps  from  Theodore  Parker.    26.    Wordsworth. 
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Let  each  of  us,  in  reviewing  his  or  her  experience  of  the  swiftly 
ghding  years,  feel  that 

"So  long  thy  power  hath  blest  me,  sure  it  still 
Will  lead  me  on 
Through  dreary  doubt,  through  pain  and  sorrow  till 

The  night  is  gone. 
And  with  the  morn  those  angel  faces  smile 
Which  I  have  loved  long  since  and  lost  awhile."^' 

Thus  come  whatever  trials  and  come  whatever  enemies,  may 
we  make  them  our  allies  toward  assimilating  our  disposition  to  that 
of  JESUS,  the  pure  in  heart,  until  we  be  blessed  to  "see  God;" 
till  thine  own  truth  illumine  our  understanding,  thy  justice  abide 
supreme  in  our  conscience,  and  thy  love  by  a  beatitude  in  our  hearts 
forever.    Thus  in  this  realization — that 

"Bane  and  blessing,  pain  and  pleasure 
By  the  cross  are  sanctified. 
Peace  is  there  that  knows  no  measure, 
Joys  that  through  all  time  abide,"^' — 

let  come  to  us  thy  kingdom  of  peace  on  earth,  and  so  be  done  thy 
good  will. 

Be  all  our  address  to  thee — 

"To  thee,  the  soul's  Ideal 
Of  all  the  spiritually  real"^ — 

as  disciples  of  HIM  who  taught  us  to  call  thee  Our  Father,  and 
gave  us  the  aspiration: 

"As  greets  the  heart  with  gratitude 
Each  blessing  hallowed  and  renewed. 

Be  inspiration  from  above 
To  newer  sweetness,  light  and  love 
And  whatsoever  may  incite 
To  wisdom,  justice,  truth  and  right. 

As  be  another's  faults  forgiven. 
Forgiven  be  own  tortuous  sin ; 

Away  temptation's  wiles  be  driven 
As  evil  thinking  not  begin. 
So  may  the  spirit  meekly  shine 
A  kindled  spark  from  soul  divine, 
And  so,  in  JESUS'  love,  be  given 
Faith,  peace  and  patience,  hope  and  heaven."^'  Amen. 

27.    Cardinal  Newman.    28.  Sir  John  Bowring.    6.  Anonymous,  quoted  by  President  Lincoln; 
perhaps  from  Theodore  Parker.    29.  See  "The  Life  of  Lives,"  pp.  200,  217. 
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EDITOR'S  PREFACE 

WE  again  give  our  subscribers  three  scarce  items  of  Lincoln- 
iana — the  first  so  rare  that  the  cataloguer  of  the  famous 
Burton  collection  of  such  wrote  of  it:  "Unknown  to  other 
Lincoln  collections,  and  not  in  either  the  Fish  catalogue  or  the 
Lambert  collection;  the  first  copy  ever  offered  at  auction." 

We  were  fortunate  in  finding  a  copy,  in  the  Public  Library  of 
Westerly,  R.  I.,  and  in  being  allowed  to  copy  it  for  our  purpose. 

Of  the  second,  it  may  be  noted  that  we  could  find  no  copy  here, 
so  were  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the  Liverpool  Free  Public 
Library.  But  even  there,  we  were  unable  to  discover  the  identity 
of  "R.  Y."  who  has  succeeded  in  remaining  unknown  to  the  British 
Museum  authorities,  and  to  the  compilers  of  all  dictionaries  of 
pseudonyms.  (Even  the  British  Museum  has  no  copy  of  the 
work.) 

To  the  third,  a  melancholy  interest  is  lent  by  the  recent  death 
of  its  author,  Hon.  Charles  C.  Nott,  for  many  years  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice of  the  Court  of  Claims  at  Washington,  and  in  1861-65  suc- 
cessively Captain  in  the  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry  and  Colonel  of  the 
176th  New  York. 

It  was  during  his  service  with  the  first  regiment  that  he  wrote 
his  very  interesting  "Sketches  of  the  War",  which  was  republished 
in  1911  by  the  Editor  of  the  Magazine. 

The  authorship  of  the  pamphlet  has  been  disputed;  but  this 
letter  to  the  Editor  settles  it : 

151  East  61st  St., 
New  York,  Nov.  16,  1915. 
Dear  Mr.  Abbatt: 

I  have  found  a  copy  of  "The  Coming  Contraband,"  and  here- 
with send  it  to  you:  but  I  fear  that  without  an  explanatory  note 
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of  contemporaneous  facts  and  circumstances,  nobody  will  know 
what  it  means  or  why  it  was  written. 

Judge  Curtis*  was  a  great  lawyer  and  the  strongest  judge  upon 
the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court.  His  dissenting  opinion  in  the 
Dred  Scott  case  shattered  the  unpardonable  opinion  of  the  Chief 
Justice,  and  established  beyond  question  in  the  Northern  States 
the  power  of  Congress  to  exclude  slavery  from  the  Territories.  It 
was  therefore  a  most  unexpected  blow  in  the  middle  of  the  War 
when  he  pubUshed  his  letter  or  article  (I  do  not  remember  which 
it  was)  attacking  the  Emancipation  Proclamation  of  President 
Lincoln. 

I  find  endorsed  on  the  first  copy  of  "The  Coming  Contraband" 
the  following  memorandum: 

Written  (except  the  first  paragraph)  in  Camp  Benton,  Mo.,  December,  1861,  but  not 
published  until  after  the  Emancipation  Proclamation  of  1862). 

That  "first  paragraph"  was  intended  to  bring  Mr.  Curtis 
into  view  and  to  indicate  to  the  ordinary  reader  that  "The  Coming 
Contraband"  was  a  refutation  more  or  less  of  Mr.  Curtis's  attack 
on  the  President! 

CaUing  it  "a  reason  against  the  Proclamation  not  given  by  Mr. 
Justice  Curtis,"  was  irony.  It  meant  that  if  Mr.  Curtis  had  been 
heartily  opposed  to  Slavery,  he  might  have  told  the  President  that 
the  Proclamation  was  not  needed  because  the  slaves  were  already 
free. 

If  some  eminent  lawyer — Mr.  Curtis  for  instance — had 
written  "The  Coming  Contraband,"  and  had  published  it  prior  to 
the  Proclamation,  I  believe  now  that  it  w^ould  have  had  a  wide 
reading  and  strong  support.  There  was  an  interval  when  Mr. 
Lincoln  would  not  issue  a  proclamation,  or  do  anything  looking 
toward  the  forcible  overthrow  of  Slavery.  It  was  during  this  in- 
terval that  I  took  up  the  Subject  as  a  matter  for  serious  consider- 

♦Benjamin  R.  Curtis,  of  Massachusetts  (1809-71).     He  is  the  "Judge"  of  Dr.  Holmes's 
poem  "The  Boys". 
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ation,  and  propounded  to  myself  the  question  whether,  under  the 
principles  of  the  common  law,  the  treason  of  the  master  did  not 
break  the  obligation  of  the  slave.  But  the  people  of  the  North 
had  quickly  rallied  to  the  support  of  the  President,  and  those  who 
were  most  opposed  to  slavery  rested  content  with  the  Proclama- 
tion. There  were  moreover  great  miUtary  catastrophes  and  much 
to  thilik  about  without  thinking  about  the  darkies. 

Yours  truly, 

Charles  C.  Nott 

The  contributions  of  Judge  Wait  and  Mrs.  Gehrniann  (the 
latter  from  the  N.  Y.  Sun  of  Feb.  12,  1916)  will  be  found  of  pecu- 
liar interest,  though  so  widely  different. 

It  should  here  be  noticed  that  our  portrait  of  Mr.  Lincoln  is 
doubtless  the  last*  one  ever  made;  as  it  is  dated  at  City  Point, 
March  31,  1865. 

On  the  night  of  April  14  he  was  shot,  and  died  in  the  early 
morning  of  the  next  day. 


*A  photograph  was  made  by  Gardner,  of  Washington,  still  later,  and  an  oil  portrait 
was  finished  before  his  death,  though  begun  long  before.  With  these  exceptions,  ours  is  the 
last. 
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A  SERMON 

We  looked  for  light,  but  behold  obscurity. — Isaiah  59:9. 

UNDER  the  deep  gloom  that  tonight  oppresses  every  heart,  I 
fear  I  shall  not  be  able  to  find  words  or  command  an  ut- 
terance, befitting  the  occasion.     Indeed  at  a  time  like  this, 
when  the  voice  of  God  is  heard  out  of  the  thick  darkness,  saying 
"Be  still,  and  know  that  I  am  God;  I  will  be  exalted  in  tie  earth," 
speech  seems  almost  a  sacrilege. 

The  nation  is  black  with  astonishment;  terror-stricken  and 
dumb  at  the  ghastly  tragedy  of  treason  and  crime  in  the  Capital. 

Our  pulses  freeze,  our  breath  congeals,  and  our  flesh  grows 
damp  and  cold  with  an  icy  sweat  as  the  frightful  message  breaks 
from  the  wires:  "The  President  has  been  assassinated."  Fearful 
as  we  knew  the  crisis  to  be  through  which  we  are  passing,  depraved, 
reckless,  desperate  and  blood-thirsty  as  we  knew  the  forces  to  be 
with  which  we  were  contending,  still  no  one  thought  that  in  the 
nineteenth  century,  in  a  land  of  ripened  civihzation,  and  under 
the  genial  nurture  of  Christian  institutions,  a  crime  like  this  was 
possible. 

This  is  no  time  for  recrimination — no  time  for  words  of  bit- 
terness or  for  partisan  impeachments — but  under  the  deep  shadow 
of  this  great  sorrow,  under  the  intense  agony  of  the  national  heart, 
there  is,  but  one  conviction,  one  verdict,  the  verdict  of  a  profound 
and  ominous  silence.  This  national  assassination — this  attempted 
butchery  of  the  Government!  You  ktwiv  what  it  is.  It  is  the 
murderous  recoil  of  the  Slave  Power;  the  deadly  thrust  of  treason 
at  the  nation's  life;  this  it  is — nothing  less,  nothing  else;  and  when 
the  nation  shall  speak,  it  will  as  with  the  voice  of  God  pronounce 
accordingly,  and  decree  the  utter  extermination  of  this  "mystery  of 
iniquity." 

Yes,  it  was  treason,  it  was  the  Rebellion,  it  was  the  infernal 
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wickedness  of  Slavery  that  sped  the  ball  and  plunged  the  dagger 
of  assassins  for  the  life  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  William  H.  Seward. 
And  for  what?  Because  they  had  fiercely  and  stubbornly  assailed 
Slavery?  No;  for  their  record  neither  charges  them  with  this 
offence  nor  accredits  them  with  this  virtue.  But  it  was  because 
these  men  were  the  embodied  life  of  the  nation,  entrusted  with  its 
authority  and  power;  set  for  its  defence  and  charged  with  the  em- 
ployment of  its  forces  for  the  suppression  of  insurrection  and  the 
punishment  of  "evil  doers." 

Ah,  friends,  it  was  not  Abraham  Lincoln  that  slavery  assas- 
sinated, but  the  mighty  constituency  of  freedom  which  he  repre- 
sented— the  NATION — you  and  your  children  in  all  coming  gen- 
erations. Depend  upon  it,  the  same  deadly  hate  of  liberty  that 
took  the  life  of  the  President  would,  with  the  same  cold-blooded 
villainy,  take  the  life  of  everj^  loyal  citizen  in  the  land;  and  nothing 
but  our  military  superiority  and  the  crushing  power  of  our  veteran 
legions,  has  thus  far  prevented  this  exterminating  vengeance  from 
reaching  your  doors,  and  from  pouring  out  your  blood  upon  your 
very  hearthstones  and  altars.  We  shall  at  length  learn — God 
grant  not  too  late — that  the  price  of  liberty  is  always  and  every- 
where eternal  vigilance,  and  that  every  compromise  with  its  an- 
tagonisms of  every  form — especially  with  slavery — is  sure  to  be 
followed  by  an  avenging  retribution  of  woe. 

All  along  under  the  conservative  policy  of  Mr.  Seward  and 
the  guileless,  forgiving  temper  of  the  President,  the  Administra- 
tion has  dealt  forbearingly  with  the  Rebellion;  anticipating  with 
an  unseeming  haste  every  favorable  crisis,  to  pronounce  terms  of 
reconciliation,  lenient  in  the  extreme;  seeking  by  kindness,  if  pos- 
sible, to  win  its  victims  back  to  loyalty  and  peace.  But  as  you 
know,  every  overture  has  been  met  with  defiant  contempt  and 
scorn.     And  this  is  their  reward — assassination! 

The  Rebellion,  instead  of  being  subdued  by  this  kindly  ruhng 
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of  Administrative  clemency,  becomes  reckless  and  desperate,  and 
culminates  in  a  crime  that  has  no  parallel  upon  the  pages  of  history, 

Caesar  fell  while  enslaving  the  nations  and  while  crushing 
out  the  liberties  of  Rome,  Abraham  Lincoln  fell  while  undoing 
"heavy  burdens" — while  "proclaiming  liberty  to  the  captives" 
and  while  saying  to  the  oppressed  "Go  free." 

What  will  the  civilization  of  the  world  say  to  this?  When 
the  bloody  deed  crosses  the  Atlantic,  Europe  will  put  on  sables  and 
go  into  mourning. 

In  cottage  and  palace,  in  workshop  and  counting-room,  but 
especially  in  the  dwellings  of  the  poor,  tears  will  be  freely  shed 
for  his  untimely  end.  From  the  frozen  Russias  to  the  sunny  plains 
of  Italy,  from  the  Alps  to  the  rugged  hills  of  Wales  and  Scotland 
will  be  heard  one  deep  wail  of  sorrow,  one  lengthened  sob  of  sym- 
pathy with  us  in  our  great  woe.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  honored  and 
loved  by  the  people  in  Europe  scarcely  less  than  at  home.  He  is 
the  world's  martyr  of  freedom,  and  history  will  canonize  him  as 
such.  And  history  will  also  write  that  this  darkest  crime  in  the 
annals  of  the  world  was  committed  in  the  capital  of  the  United 
States;  that  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  nation — the  generous, 
forbearing  and  noble  Abraham  Lincoln — was  brutally  murdered 
at  the  instigation  and  under  the  cognizance  of  the  Confederacy, 
and  at  the  very  moment  too,  when,  in  the  flush  of  victory,  he  was 
meditating  only  clemency  and  good-will  to  his  enemies. 

His  last  inaugural!  How  sweet  and  gentle  and  Christian 
its  spirit!  What  fairness  and  integrity,  blended  with  what  for- 
giving tenderness  and  love!  It  breathes  the  fragrance  of  saint- 
ship,  and  seems,  as  we  now  read  it,  almost  like  a  pensive  prophecy 
of  his  impending  doom.  Had  he  known  it  was  to  be  his  farewell 
address  to  the  American  people  it  could  scarcely  have  been  more 
befitting;  so  childlike,  so  simple,  so  pure  in  thought,  so  chaste  in 
diction  and  spirit,  the  whitest  marble  will  not  be  white  enough  for 
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its  tablet,  nor  the  purest  gold  fine  enough  for  its  lettering!  It 
will  go  out  to  the  world  and  on  down  to  history  as  a  witness  of  the 
damning  guilt  of  a  treason  that  could  seek  the  blood  of  so  good,  so 
just  a  man. 

But,  thanks  to  God,  though  the  executive  strength  and  glory 
of  the  nation  has  fallen,  yet  the  nation  still  lives  and  will  live;  and 
will  live  to  visit  speedily  the  extreme  penalty  of  justice  upon  all 
the  complicities  and  accessories  of  this  crime.  The  Nation  will 
now  arise  and  gird  itself  to  fulfill  the  retributive  ends  of  Providence. 

Henceforth  the  passwords  along  all  our  hues  will  be  "No  more 
dalliance  with  Slavery" — "no  lenient  leaning  toward  traitors" — 
"no  easy  paroles  for  assassins" — but  "Justice,  stern  justice." 

If  the  blood  of  righteous  Abel  cried  to  Heaven  for  vengeance, 
how  much  more  the  blood  of  honest  Abraham  Lincoln.  And  the 
cry  of  his  blood  will  be  heard  and  answered.  A  Nemesis  more 
certain  than  that  which  brooded  over  Egypt,  and  a  destruction 
more  terrible  than  that  which  overwhelmed  Pharaoh  and  his  hosts 
in  the  sea,  will  sweep  this  brutal  slave  power  from  the  earth. 

But  the  great  lesson  of  this  Providence — for  in  its  permission 
it  is  providential,  is  one  of  profound  penitence  and  humiliation. 
It  says  to  us  as  a  people  "Humble  yourselves  under  the  mighty 
hand  of  God,  that  in  due  time  he  may  exalt  you,  casting  all  your 
care  upon  Him,  for  he  careth  for  you." 

Yes,  my  friends,  God  has  cared  for  us,  cares  for  us  now,  and 
will  I  trust,  care  for  us  to  the  end. 

Not  more  immediately  or  faithfully  did  he  lead  Israel  in  the 
wilderness  than  he  has  led  us  in  this  terrible  conflict. 

All  our  reverses  and  failures,  as  well  as  victories  and  successes, 
have  been  timed  and  graduated  to  our  moral  discipline. 

The  mission  of  Israel  was  the  unsparing   extermination    of 
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the  Caiiaanites  "root  and  branch"  from  the  land.  Not  because 
God  deUghted  in  judgment,  but  because  of  their  abominable  wick- 
edness. 

They  had  filled  the  land  with  their  idolatry  and  pollutions 
till  it  was  ready  to  "vomit  them  out".  "The  cup  of  their  iniquity 
was  full."  They  were  only  fit  to  be  destroyed.  But  when  Israel 
began  to  be  lenient  and  sparing,  whether  from  interest  or  a  false 
sympathy,  then  the  divine  judgments  fell  upon  them.  Saul,  for 
sparing  Agag,  a  royal  monster  whom  God  commanded  to  be  de- 
stroyed, lost  his  throne.  I  fear  this  nation  has  never  yet  humbled 
itself  "under  the  mighty  hand  of  God."  We  have  been  forced  into 
this  conflict  at  every  step,  and  have  been  ready  to  draw  back  just 
as  soon  as  the  murderous  clutch  of  Slavery  relaxed  from  our  throat, 
and  our  life  was  felt  to  be  released  from  absolute  jeopardy.  The 
war  in  its  earlier  dates  had,  I  fear,  little  of  moral  principle.  It 
was  a  simple  struggle  of  the  National  authority  against  disinte- 
gration— that  was  all. 

Even  Mr.  Lincoln  said  he  "would  save  the  Union  with  Slavery 
if  he  might;  without  Slavery  if  he  must;  but  at  all  events  the 
Union." 

Was  this  his  sin  for  which  he  was  only  permitted  to  see  the 
Union  "saved  without  Slavery,"  but  forbidden  to  remain  to  en- 
joy it?  But  God  soon  gave  us  to  understand  that  the  Union  could 
not  be  saved  with  slavery.  He  gave  us  no  indications  of  final 
success  till  we  made  right  and  truth  and  justice  supreme;  and  as 
we  have  fought  "on  this  line"  we  have  been  successful,  and  as  we 
have  declined  from  it  we  have  failed. 

Every  attempt  to  engross  a  premature  peace  has  been  fol- 
lowed by  some  corresponding  blight  and  judgment,  will  be  to  the 
end.  "We  must  finish  the  work  we  are  in.''  We  must  destroy 
slavery  or  God  will  destroy  us. 

Is  it  said  that  we  have  sins  at  the  North  as  well  as  at  the 
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South?  Doubtless,  but  the  great  sin  of  the  North  has  been  and 
is  its  persistent  and  ahnost  invincible  complicity  with  slavery, 
clinging  to  us  like  idolatry;  or  the  "sin  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of 
Nebat  wherewith  he  caused  [the  seceding  tribes  of]  Israel  "to  sin." 

All  along  the  RebeUion  has  drawn  its  life,  its  ability  to  endure, 
its  purpose  and  hope  of  final  success  from  partizan  sympathy  in 
the  North,  rather  than  from  the  exhausted  resources  and  waning 
vitality  of  the  South. 

And  our  great  danger  at  this  moment,  as  the  military  power 
of  the  South  is  broken  under  the  tread  of  our  victorious  legions,  is, 
that  we  shall  have  under  the  parole  policy  an  invasion  of  assassins 
at  our  very  shrines  and  hearthstones. 

In  vain  do  we  cry  "Peace,  peace,  when  there  is  no  peace," 
More  than  once  or  twice  or  thrice  has  this  soft  policy  of  allowing 
crime  to  go  unwhipped  of  justice,  well-nigh  I'uined  us.  We  have 
borne  with  treason  in  high  places,  shirked  the  "ministry  of  ven- 
geance in  the  punishment  of  evil-doers,"  till  villainy  assumed,  not 
without  reason,  that  we  "held  the  sword  in  vain,"  and  that  crime 
might  be  committed  with  impunity. 

Indeed  for  years  past,  in  all  judicial  and  governmental  rela- 
tions, we  have  practically  ignored  the  Divine  authority  and  a  retri- 
butive Providence.  ^Yith  an  almost  atheistical  license  we  have 
set  aside  right  and  truth  and  equity,  and  have  said  "How  doth 
God  know,  and  is  there  knowledge  with  the  Most  High?"  We 
have  gloried  in  our  liberty  and  free  institutions  as  if  they  were  the 
purchase  of  our  own  valor  and  strength,  while  at  the  same  time 
bartering  them  away  under  the  rulings  of  a  servile  expediency  and 
sordid  avarice,  presuming  that  we  could  keep  our  goodly  heritage 
by  partizan  frauds,  and  alliance  with  iniquity.  But  the  voice  of 
this  Providence  is,  "Verily  there  is  a  God  in  the  earth  that  judgeth 
righteously."  "By  terrible  things  in  righteousness  wilt  Thou 
answer  us,  O  God,  of  our  salvation." 


A  SERMON,  STONINGTON,  CONN.,  1865  13 

Let  US,  under  this  dark  cloud,  bow  down  with  unfeigned 
humihty  before  the  Almighty.  We  are  to-day  a  stricken  nation, 
a  bereaved  people.  God  grant  that  we  may  be  a  truly  humbled 
people.  If  this  does  not  bring  us  into  the  dust  and  renew  our 
faith  Godward,  I  know  not  what  the  end  will  be.  But  I  trust  it 
will.  The  very  severity  of  the  discipline  indicates  a  gracious  pur- 
pose, and  we  may  hope  soon  to  hear  God  say  unto  us,  "For  a  small 
moment  have  I  forsaken  thee,  but  with  everlasting  mercies  will  I 
gather  thee."  I  believe  God  will  bring  us  safely  out  of  this  con- 
flict, and  settle  us  upon  our  old  foundation,  and  that  this  baptism 
of  blood  will  consecrate  us  to  that  higher  civilization  of  Christian 
principle  and  universal  justice  which  Providence  seems  about  in- 
augurating for  the  world. 

Indeed,  the  death  of  Mr.  Lincoln  seems  like  an  expiation — 
like  a  propitiatory  offering  to  stay  some  brooding  vengeance  for 
our  guilt:  like  a  fulfillment  of  some  necessity  "that  one  man  should 
die  for  the  people,  and  that  the  whole  nation  perish  not." 

Ah,  how  little  did  he  think  when  he  said  "If  it  be  needful  that 
for  every  drop  of  blood  drawn  by  the  lash,  one  should  be  returned 
by  the  sword,"  that  his  own  blood  would  be  required  to  fill  up  the 
full  measure  of  restitution! 

Nor,  had  he  known  it,  would  he  with  any  less  of  religious 
reverence  have  said  "the  judgments  of  the  Lord  are  true  and  right- 
eous altogether." 

His  last  will  and  testament,  of  which  his  poor  dumb  wounds 
are  the  seal,  was  his  Proclamation  of  Emancipation — the  bequeath- 
ment  of  freedom  to  four  millions  of  slaves.  It  was  his  dying  trust 
to  the  Nation;  and  the  American  people,  without  distinction  of 
party,  will  gather  around  his  bier,  and  by  his  scarcely  staunched 
blood  swear  they  will  see  it  executed.  It  has  taken  a  long  and  pain- 
ful discipline  to  strengthen  and  nerve  the  national  heart  for  this 
work;  again  and  again  we  have  faltered  and  sought  to  be  excused. 
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But  the  spell  is  broken.  This  bloody  act  comes  with  the 
authority  of  "a  voice  out  of  Heaven"  saying  "Come  out  of  her 
my  people,  that  ye  be  not  partakers  of  her  sins  and  that  ye  receive 
not  of  her  plagues.  For  her  sins  have  reached  unto  God,  and  God 
hath  rewarded  her  iniquities.  Reward  her  even  as  she  rewarded 
you,  and  double  unto  her  double  according  to  her  works.  In  the 
cup  which  she  hath  filled  full  to  her  double.  How  much  she  hath 
glorified  herself  and  lived  deliciously,  so  much  torment  and  sorrow 
give  her.  For  she  saith  in  her  heart,  I  sit  a  ciueen  and  shall  see  no 
sorrow.  Therefore  shall  her  plagues  come  in  one  day — Death, 
Mourning  and  Famine,  and  she  shall  be  utterly  consumed,  for 
strong  is  the  Lord  God  that  judgeth  her.  Rejoice  over  her  thou 
Heaven,  and  ye  holy  Apostles  and  Prophets,  for  God  hath  avenged 
you  on  her.  For  in  her  was  found  the  blood  of  Proi^hets  and 
Saints  and  the  souls  of  men." 

How  literally  the  word  of  the  Lord  has  been  fulfilled  in  the 
destruction  of  this  Antichrist  of  the  South — the  Slave  Power 
in  arms  against  God  and  humanity,  the  sudden  downfall  of  the 
Rebellion  will  show. 

Like  Babylon  of  old  when  the  time  of  her  judgment  had  come, 
in  one  short  week  this  stupendous  treason  has  perished.  Its  proud 
and  defiant  armies  have  been  routed  and  scattered,  its  haughty 
captains  led  as  captives,  and  the  arch-traitor  himself,  with  his 
bloody  hands  clutching  millions  of  gold  wrenched  by  extortion 
from  the  rich  or  wrong  from  the  sufferings  of  the  poor,  is  a  fugitive 
and  vagabond  upon  the  earth. 

Who  will  not,  in  the  language  of  the  Psalmist,  pray  "So  let 
thine  enemies  perish,  O  Lord.''" 

Shall  we  then  hold  all  the  Southern  people  responsible  for  this 
crime?  By  no  means.  I  doubt  not  there  will  be  tears  of  as  sin- 
cere sorrow  shed  at  the  South  as  at  the  North ;  and  if  permitted 
multitudes  would  mingle  their  tears  with  ours  around  the  remains 
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of  a  President  than  whom  none  ever  loved  them  more,  or  more 
earnestly  sought  their  good.  Against  the  innocent  deluded  people 
of  the  South  we  disavow  all  vindictive  feeling  and  purpose.  Our 
spirit  towards  them  is  that  breathed  in  the  prayer  of  the  dying 
Saviour — "Father,  forgive  them,  for  they  know  not  what  they 
do."  But  for  treason  and  for  slavery,  out  of  which  treason  with 
all  its  kindred  villainies  has  grown  we  have  no  feeling  but  that  of 
the  most  intense  hatred,  and  no  words  but  those  of  uncompro- 
mising and  external  execration. 

But  in  the  midst  of  our  deep  sorrow  it  is  sweet  to  know  that 
this  sudden  call  to  martyrdom  did  not  find  Abraham  Lincoln  un- 
prepared. While  making  no  ostentatious  profession  of  piety,  it 
is  well  known  that  he  was  in  the  daily  practice  of  its  devotional 
duties — the  reading  of  the  Scriptures  and  secret  prayer;  and  that 
latterly  his  character  had  accjuired  additional  strength  and  beauty 
from  the  refining  charities  and  virtues  of  the  Christian  faith  and 
experience.  Like  Abraham  of  old  he  walked  with  God,  and  as  he 
was  the  true  friend  of  man,  so  I  doubt  not  he  was  a  true  friend  of 
God — a  humble  disciple  of  Him  who  was  "meek  and  lowly,"  and 
who  gave  his  life  for  the  world. 

But  it  is  difficult  to  feel  that  Mr.  Lincoln  is  dead;  that  he  is 
no  longer  among  us  and  of  us;  that  his  benevolent,  hopeful  and 
trusting  soul  will  no  longer  smile  upon  us;  that  his  voice  of  fatherly 
counsel  will  no  longer  guide  us;  that  his  eyes  of  thoughtful  saddened 
humor,  themselves  a  prophecy  of  his  truthful  life  and  tragic  d'eath, 
are  closed  forever.  When  we  think  of  Washington,  of  the  W'hite 
House,  of  the  Cabinet,  it  seems  that  he  must  still  be  there  pre- 
siding, watching,  counseling,  restraining,  guiding  all.  It  is  almost 
impossible  to  avoid  the  illusion  that  his  hand  is  still  on  the  helm, 
guiding  the  RepubUc  as  she  dashes  on  amid  the  billows  of  rebellion 
and  civil  strife. 

Indeed,  the  intense  excitement  of  yesterday  and  to-day;  the 
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deep  darkness  brooding  over  the  land,  the  sorrow  stamped  on  every 
face,  the  mingled  grief  and  consternation  almost  chiseled  into 
every  brow,  and  the  wild  throbbings  of  our  hearts  as  the  hard, 
stony  fact  has  everywhere  faced  us,  that  the  President  has  been 
assassinated — murdered  under  the  very  shadow  of  the  Capitol — 
all  this  seems  like  a  fevered  dream;  like  the  frightful  shadings  of 
some  disturbed  vision  of  the  night. 

But  it  is  no  dream,  no  fiction,  no  drama;  it  is  history — a  history 
more  terrible  than  dream  or  fiction  or  drama — the  history  of  trea- 
son, conspiracy  and  blood. 

His  body  lies  cold  in  its  wounds  at  the  Capital,  but  his  spirit 
mingles  with  the  noble  army  of  Freedom's  "confessors  and  mar- 
tyrs," and  with  the  sainted  heroes  of  our  country  gone  before  to 
the  "better  land." 

May  God  sanctify  the  Nation  by  this  additional  trial  of  its 
faith!  ^^^lat  the  future  has  for  us  none  can  tell;  verily  we  know 
not  what  a  day  may  bring  forth. 

But  God  reigns.  He  can  make  the  wrath  of  man  to  praise, 
and  the  remainder  of  wrath  He  can  restrain.  He  can  bring  light 
out  of  darkness,  life  out  of  death,  and  freedom  even  out  of  the 
bloody  conspiracies  of  slavery. 

God  grant  that  the  blood  of  Abraham  Lincoln  may  cement 
the  loyalty  of  the  Nation,  North  and  South,  in  one  strong  league 
and  brotherhood  to  maintain  the  national  authority;  to  vindicate 
the  national  honor;  to  restore  peace  and  to  mete  out  to  murderers, 
assassins  and  traitors  such  punishment  as  the  protection  of  life 
and  the  safety  of  the  Republic  demand. 

Let  us  in  this  hour  of  national  sorrow  abstain  from  all  parti- 
zan  animosities  and  ungenerous  personal  reflections. 

And  now,  in  the  words  of  our  beloved  President,  "with  char- 
ity for  all  and  with  malice  for  none,"  putting  away  our  tears  and 
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crushing  back  the  swelHng  emotions  of  our  hearts,  let  us  go  forth 
"to  finish  the  work  we  are  in." 

And  "may  God  think  upon  us  for  good,"  and  "His  good  hand 
be  upon  us  to  give  us  an  unexpected  end,"  in  restoring  to  us  speedily 
national  unity  and  a  righteous,  enduring  peace. 

Amen 

THE  OATH  OF  FREEDOM 

The  beauty  of  our  Israel, 

The  nation's  strength,  the  nation's  tower! 
Twice  chosen  chief!  loved,  O  how  well! 

Hath  fallen  'neath  the  assassin's  power. 

Foul  Treason,  writhing  in  its  shame, 

And  Slavery,  ravenous  of  blood 
Struck  down,  with  murderous  hate  and  aim 

LINCOLN— the  friend  of  Man  and  God. 

Now  by  his  flowing  wounds  we  swear, 

Since  Slavery  hath  broke  the  chain 
That  bound  us  long,  we'll  never  wear 

That  bond  of  infamy  again. 

We  swear  the  Nation's  holy  soil, 

Baptized  to  freedom  in  his  blood. 
Shall  no  more  claim  the  bondman's  toil, 

And  only  be  by  freemen  trod. 

Help  us,  O  God,  this  oath  to  keep. 

We  pledge  it  in  they  sacred  name; 
And  when  in  death  we  are  called  to  sleep. 

We'll  swear  our  children  to  the  same. 

A.  G.  P. 
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Gentlemen: 

The  subject  I  have  selected  for  my  paper  this  evening,  is  the 
Life  and  Character  of  the  late  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  Abraham  Lincoln.  I  have  done  so,  because  it  is  not  yet 
five  months  since  he  was  the  great  moving  Spirit  in  that  terrible 
drama  there,  which  so  agitated  the  world,  and  on  which  the  curtain 
has  not  yet  fallen.  I  have  done  so  also,  because  in  my  humble 
opinion,  his  merits  are  not  known  in  this  country,  and  much  under- 
valued, by  the  large  majority,  at  all  events.  My  endeavour  has 
been,  to  analyse  his  life  and  character,  so  as  to  form  some  estimate 
of  his  true  worth. 

Liverpool,  8th  Sept.,  1865. 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  was  born  on  the  12th  February,  1809, 
^^"^in  the  State  of  Kentucky.     Those  who  place  faith  in  pedi- 
gree, in  being  the  descendants  of  a  good  stock,  will  be  dis- 
appointed to  learn,  that  the  only  trunk  which  can  be  traced  for 
the  American  President's  family  tree,  is  his  grandfather,  after 
whom  he  was  named,  who  was  a  very  poor  backwoodsman  in  Ken- 
tucky, and  who  was  murdered  and  scalped  by  the  native  Indians 
there,  not  far  from  the  miserable  log  cabin  which  he  occupied,  some- 
time about  the  year  1780.     Thomas  Lincoln,  the  father  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  essay,  was  the  unfortunate  man's  younger  son,  and  was 
a  mere  infant  when  his  father  was  murdered.     He  grew  up  without 
any  education  whatever,  being  employed  about  a  farm  from  a  very 
early  age.     In  1806,  he  married  Nancy  Hanks,  who  was  mother 
of  Abraham  Lincoln.     Thomas  Lincoln  and  his  wife  belonged  to 
the  despised  class,  styled  in  Kentucky,  "the  poor  whites,"  but 
Mrs.  Lincoln  was  a  superior  woman  of  her  class.     She  could  not 
write,  but  she  had  the  advantage  of  her  husband,  in  being  able  to 
read:  we  find  that  they  attended  a  Baptist  chapel;  that  Mrs.  Lin- 
coln was  noted  for  piety,  and  was  much  respected  by  her  neighbours. 
She  was  very  desirous  that  her  children  should  have  some  edu- 
cation, and  when  only  seven  years  of  age,  Abraham  was  sent  to  a 
country  school,  in  the  neighbourhood.     His  school-days  here,  how- 
ever, came  to  a  very  early  close,  his  father,  with  all  his  household, 
having  emigrated  to  the  free  State  of  Indiana,  in  the  autumn  of 
1816,  a  very  few  months  after  he  had  been  sent  to  school. 

Thomas  Lincoln  found  his  position,  as  "a  poor  white,"  be- 
coming too  uncomfortable,  as  the  planters  in  Kentucky  grew  rap- 
idly in  wealth,  and  increased  the  number  of  slaves  on  their  plan- 
tations. We  learn  his  mode  of  life  from  the  description  of  their 
new  home,  which  httle  Abraham  assisted  his  father  to  build,  mere 
child  as  he  then  was.     It  was  a  simple  log  hut,  eighteen  feet  square, 
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one  room  forming  the  entire  dwelling;  but  some  planks  were  laid 
across  the  rough  joists  overhead,  making  a  sort  of  rickety  loft,  in 
which  a  small  bed  was  fitted  up  for  Abraham,  and  to  which  he 
ascended,  at  nights,  by  a  ladder,  for  a  good  many  years.  Truly, 
this  is  a  very  humble  origin — bom  of  poor  and  uneducated  parents 
— despised,  even  among  a  slave  population,  where  his  childhood 
was  passed,  and  his  boyhood  spent  in  a  similar  state  of  poverty,  in 
a  rude,  uncultivated  country,  where  the  only  neighbours  he  could 
come  in  contact  with  were  adventurous  settlers,  similar  to  them- 
selves, and  thinly  scattered.  It  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  more 
humble  origin  than  this. 

Mrs.  Lincoln  had  three  children;  a  daughter,  who  was  older 
than  Abraham,  and  two  sons,  one  of  whom  died,  however,  in  in- 
fancy, so  that  Abi-aham  was  her  only  boy,  and  the  special  object 
of  her  care.  She  became  still  more  desirous  that  he  should  be  ed- 
ucated ;  but  there  was  either  no  school  near  their  new  home,  or  they 
could  not  now  afford  the  expense  of  sending  him  to  school,  so  she, 
herself,  endeavoured  to  continue  the  lessons  he  had  commenced 
before  leaving  Kentucky,  and  Abraham,  being  a  very  apt,  diligent 
boy,  she  had  succeeded  in  teaching  him  to  put  his  letters  together, 
and  to  read,  by  the  time  he  was  nine  years  of  age.  She  had  just 
accomplished  this,  when  she  died,  in  the  autumn  of  1818.  Abra- 
ham felt  the  loss  of  his  excellent  mother  very  deeply,  and  never 
alluded  to  her  in  his  after-life,  but  in  the  terms  of  the  strongest 
affection  and  regard. 

After  the  death  of  his  mother,  the  boy  displayed  a  strong  love 
of  reading,  and  devoured  every  book  he  could  lay  his  hands  upon. 
His  desire  for  self -improvement  was  extraordinary;  within  a  year 
after  his  mother's  death  he  conceived  the  idea  of  learning  to  write, 
and,  without  the  assistance  of  any  teacher,  he  proceeded  to  teach 
himself,  collecting  scraps  of  writing  wherever  he  could  pick  them 
up,  and  working  away  with  a  piece  of  chalk,  or  the  charred  end  of 
a  stick,  to  imitate  the  letters,  on  any  smooth  surface  he  could  find; 
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and,  in  this  manner,  alone  and  unassisted,  he  had  actually  taught 
himself  to  write,  before  he  was  thirteen  years  of  age.  I  have  pic- 
tured to  myself  the  little  fellow,  picking  up  his  scraps  of  torn 
letters,  and  collecting  his  copies  for  imitation,  in  many  different 
ways,  and  getting  them  deciphered  by  some  kind  neighbour  who 
might  be  so  far  educated  as  to  be  able  to  do  so,  then  scratching 
away,  alone  and  unobserved,  in  some  quiet  corner;  and  in  my  en- 
tire study  of  this  man's  life  and  character,  there  is  no  portion  of  it 
on  which  I  have  dwelt  with  so  much  pleasure,  as  upon  the  young 
boy  working  out  his  first  great  conception;  for,  at  his  age,  and  in 
his  situation,  it  was  indeed  a  great  conception,  and  a  wonderful 
achievement  to  have  accomplished  it.  This  is  the  first  view  that 
breaks  upon  us  of  the  character  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  it  does 
so  at  a  very  early  stage  of  his  life.  Let  us  hope  that  ripening  years 
will  only  expand  and  mature,  and  that  no  disease  nor  withering 
blight  may  destroy  or  dry  up,  the  promising  fruit. 

About  a  year  after  his  mother's  death,  his  father  married  Mrs. 
Sally  Johnston,  a  widow,  with  three  children,  and  of  the  same  social 
status  as  himself.  This  appears  to  have  had  little  or  no  influence 
upon  Abraham's  life.  He  seems  to  have  got  on  harmoniously 
enough  with  his  new  relatives,  but  they  assisted  in  no  way  his 
studies  or  effoi'ts  at  self -improvement :  they  had  little  or  no  edu- 
cation, and  had  no  taste  whatever  for  reading  or  literature.  When 
in  his  twelfth  year,  however,  his  father  sent  him  again  to  school,  in 
the  neighbourhood,  for  a  few  months,  where  he  was  taught  arith- 
metic, as  far  as  the  Rule  of  Three,  and  this  completed  the  entire 
education,  at  school,  which  he  ever  received.  He  used  frequently 
to  say,  when  President  of  the  United  States,  "that  one  year  would 
embrace  the  whole  teaching,  by  schoolmaster,  he  ever  had  in  his 
life." 

Between  the  age  of  thirteen  and  twenty-one,  there  is  little  to 
mark  his  life.  He  was  a  tall,  strapping  lad,  and  at  thirteen  he  had 
to  do  something  toward  the  support  of  his  father's  house.     There 
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was  little  choice  of  employment  for  him  where  they  dwelt,  and  that 
of  a  woodman,  cutting  down  trees,  and  splitting  rails,  was  the 
hardy  occupation  in  which  those  years  of  his  life  were  passed.  He 
was  expert  also  at  the  use  of  the  rifle,  and  with  it  he  added  some- 
thing to  the  stock  of  the  family  larder.  Thus,  the  years  during 
which  he  passed  from  boyhood  to  manhood  were  spent  in  the 
most  healthful,  strengthening,  and  invigorating  employment  in 
which  he  could  have  been  occupied,  and  formed  that  hard,  wiry, 
muscular  frame,  for  which  he  was  remarkable  in  after-life.  Now, 
we  are  told  in  one  of  the  biographic  sketches  of  his  life  which  I 
have  seen,  that  during  those  years,  he  spent  his  evenings  after 
labour,  in  reading  and  study;  but  reflective  readers  will  naturally 
say:  "^Yell,  situated  and  occupied  as  he  was,  what  are  all  the  read- 
ing and  study  he  can  have  done — his  dwelling  a  log  cabin  eighteen 
feet  square,  with  a  rickety  loft  as  a  bedchamber,  in  which  lived  his 
father,  sister,  and  step-mother,  with  two  or  three  of  her  children, 
besides  himself — in  an  outlandish  sort  of  country,  and  with  few 
neighbours,  most  of  whom  must  have  been  as  poor  and  as  ignorant 
as  themselves,  how  could  a  lad  obtain  books,  or  the  opportunity 
for  reading  or  study,  of  any  consequence  whatever.''  and  that  too, 
when  he  must  have  returned  each  evening  fagged  and  ready  for 
rest,  to  this  miserable  home,  after  his  hard  day's  labour."  This 
is  the  first  view  which  naturally  occurs  to  us,  and  we  place  little 
faith  in  any  general  statement  "that  he  spent  those  evenings  in 
reading  and  study."  But,  improbable  or  even  impossible  as  it 
may  appear,  there  is  one  little  anecdote  told  of  him,  during  this 
period,  when  he  was  about  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  of  age,  and 
confirmed  by  himself,  when  President,  and  a  circumstance  which 
occurred  in  183'2,  when  he  was  about  twenty-three  years  of  age, 
which,  together,  cast  a  great  light  back  over  those  eight  years  of 
his  life,  and  prove,  in  the  clearest  and  most  satisfactory  manner, 
that  in  spite  of  all  those  apparently  insurmountable  difficulties, 
he  must  have  read,  and  cultivated  his  mind  in  no  ordinary  manner, 
during  that  period.     When  about  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  of 
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age,  and  employed  as  I  have  mentioned,  cutting  down  trees,  and 
splitting  rails,  he  had  borrowed  from  a  Mr.  Crawford  (a  person  in 
better  circumstances  than  his  father,  for  whom  he  had  worked 
occasionally)  a  copy  of  the  "Life  of  Washington,"  which  he  carried 
home  with  him,  and  commenced  to  read  with  great  avidity  on  the 
evening  he  received  it.  Next  morning,  he  placed  it  carefully  in  a 
corner,  near  the  top  of  his  bed,  in  the  rickety  loft  I  have  previously 
described  to  you,  but  that  day  it  rained  heavily,  and  when  he  re- 
turned from  his  work  in  the  evening,  and  proceeded  to  his  corner 
to  have  his  second  feast,  he  found,  to  his  dismay,  that  the  rain  had 
penetrated  the  leaky  roof,  and  that  his  borrowed  book  was  satu- 
rated with  water,  and  much  injured.  What  was  he  to  do?  He 
had  no  money  with  which  to  purchase  another  copy  of  the  book, 
but  he  went  straight  to  Mr.  Crawford,  told  him  bluntly  what  had 
occurred,  and  said:  "I  have  no  money  with  which  to  buy  another 
copy  of  the  book,  but  I  shall  work  to  you  for  the  money,  as  I  must 
restore  it  in  as  good  order  as  I  received  it,  or  return  you  its  value." 
So,  Mr.  Crawford  fixed  its  value  at  three  days'  labour,  and  Abra- 
ham worked  those  three  days  for  Mr.  Crawford,  and  the  damaged 
copy  of  "Washington"  became  his.  What  an  eager  searching 
after  knowledge  does  this  httle  anecdote  betray;  what  a  simple, 
straightforward  honesty  of  heart  does  it  shew!  The  next  cir- 
cumstance sheds  a  very  powerful  flood  of  light  upon  the  knowledge 
and  acquirements  he  must  have  gained  during  those  eight  years. 
In  March,  1830,  his  father  moved  from  Indiana  to  the  richer  and 
more  thriving  State  of  Illinois,  taking  Abraham  and  all  his  family 
along  with  him.  Abraham  obtained  employment  from  a  man  of 
the  name  of  Offutt,  in  a  flat  boat,  which  made  trips  to  New  Or- 
leans, being  loaded  with  stores,  which  were  sold  at  the  plantations 
on  the  Mississippi.  In  July,  1831,  this  same  Offutt,  having  con- 
ceived a  strong  liking  for  Abraham,  placed  him  in  charge  of  a  shop 
and  mill  at  New  Salem,  a  httle  thriving  town  of  Illinois;  and  the 
circumstance  I  have  to  relate  to  you  is  this: — Early  in  1832  a  war, 
called  the  Black  Hawk  War,  broke  out,  and  the  citizens  of  New 
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Salem  formed  a  volunteer  company  to  assist  in  putting  it  down. 
Abraham  Lincoln  joined  this  company,  and,  to  his  astonishment, 
his  comrades  elected  him  their  captain,  without  his  having  the 
slightest  knowledge  or  expectation  of  their  intention  to  do  so. 
Nor  was  this  all:  on  his  return  from  a  very  short  campaign  with 
his  company,  he  was  still  more  surprised,  to  be  waited  upon  by  a 
deputation  of  the  citizens  of  New  Salem,  who  proposed  to  nomi- 
nate him  as  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature  of  Illinois,  at  the 
election,  then  about  to  take  place;  and  he  was  nominated,  and  al- 
though he  was  not  elected  at  this  time,  a  large  number  of  votes 
were  recorded  for  him.     Now,  let  us  pause  here  for  a  short  space 
and  consider  this.     Here  is  a  young  man,  barely  twenty-three 
years  of  age,  and  who  has  only  resided  in  this  New  Salem  for  about 
nine  months,  elected  captain  of  their  company  of  volunteers,  and 
that  too,  by  the  voice  of  the  members,  without  his  own  knowledge; 
and,  during  a  short  absence  with  his  company,  lo!  a  large  body  of 
the  citizens  of  New  Salem  select  this  young  stranger  as  a  fit  and 
proper  person  to  be  their  representative  in  the  Legislature  of  their 
State.     What  is  this  New  Salem?     It  is  a  thriving  little  town,  in 
one  of  the  most  prosperous  states  in  the  American  Laiion,  and  its 
inhabitants  are  a  sharp,  intelligent  enterprising  people.     Can  this 
stranger,  who  has  so  rapidly  impressed  them  with  such  a  high 
opinion  of  his  abilities,  that  they  heap  these  honours  upon  him, 
be  a  raw,  uneducated,  uninformed  lad,  from  the  backwoods  of 
Indiana.'*     It  would  be  absurd  to  imagine  such  a  case.     And  yet, 
this  stranger  is  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  he  is  utterly  alone,  with 
nothing  whatever  to  recommend  him:  he  has  no  friends,  no  money; 
he  is  only  a  servant,  keeping  a  shop,  and  looking  after  a  small  mill 
for  his  master.     How,  then,  can  he  have  so  impressed  this  people? 
There  is  one  talisman  only  which  can  have  been  in  his  possession, 
and  that  talisman  he  must  have  possessed,  however  he  obtained 
it — the  talisman  of  acquired  and  cultivated  knowledge,  and  the 
easy  power  of  wielding  it.     I  know  not  what  books  he  read,  or 
what  mode  of  study  he  adopted  in  the  backwoods  and  wretched 
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log  cabin  of  Indiana;  but  here,  we  have  before  us,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three,  a  young  man  of  such  high  attainments,  that  he  at 
once  commands  the  respect  and  honour,  not  merely  of  his  com- 
peers in  years,  but  of  his  seniors,  in  a  strange,  populous  and  active 
place,  to  such  a  degree,  that  they  select  him  as  a  fit  and  proper 
person  for  high  and  most  responsible  honours.  As  certain,  there- 
fore as  I  know  that  the  student  who  wins  the  honours  of  wrangler 
at  Cambridge,  must  have  pored  with  earnest  brain  over  his  studies, 
do  I  feel  satisfied  that  Abraham  Lincoln  must  have  read  hard,  and 
studied  hard,  by  lamp  or  such  light  as  he  could  procure,  during 
those  eight  years  of  his  life  in  the  backwoods  of  Indiana.  I  think 
we  may  consider  that  the  green  fruit  we  looked  at  with  so  much 
pleasure,  is  still  sound  and  healthy,  and  that  it  is  ripening  accord- 
ing to  promise. 

As  I  have  said,  the  canvass  for  him  at  this  period  was  unsuc- 
cessful, but  a  large  number  of  votes  were  recorded  for  him,  and  it 
was  at  this  time  he  acquired  the  surname  of  "Honest  Abe,"  a  sur- 
name which  he  retained  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Now,  al- 
though we  may  at  first  glance  be  disposed  to  smile  at  this  homely 
title,  I  doubt  if,  upon  second  thought — when  we  consider  the  man, 
and  when  we  consider  that  it  was  first  conferred  by  those  who 
dealt  with  him  in  business,  and  that  from  this  centre  it  gradually 
extended  its  range  until  it  was  confirmed  by  the  voice  of  the  Ameri- 
can nation — I  say,  that  I  doubt  if  we  shall  not  regard  it  as  one  of 
the  noblest  titles  which  the  American  nation  could  have  conferred 
upon  him. 

It  was  shortly  after  this  period  that  he  formed  another  ex- 
traordinary resolution,  for  one  in  his  circumstances — a  resolution 
to  study  law,  and  become  a  lawyer.  He  had  opened  a  shop  upon 
his  own  account,  but  the  business  was  not  congenial  to  his  tastes; 
and,  having  little  or  no  capital,  his  honest  ideas  would  not  allow 
him  to  attempt  to  carry  on  business  excepting  on  a  very  small  scale. 
So,  at  his  leisure  hours,  he  proceeded,  alone  and  unassisted,  pre- 
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cisely  upon  the  same  principle  as  he  had  taught  himself  to  write, 
to  teach  himself  law — he  borrowed  several  legal  books,  and  com- 
menced to  read.  He  found,  however,  that  he  could  not  hope,  for 
years,  to  acquire  a  sufficient  knowledge  of  law  to  enable  him  to 
practice;  and,  as  the  profits  of  his  shop  were  very  small,  he  tried 
another  mode  of  making  a  livelihood.  He  had  formed  the  ac- 
quaintance of  a  Mr.  John  Calhoun,  who  gave  him  some  lessons  in 
surveying,  and  he  commenced  practice  as  surveyor  upon  his  own 
account,  about  the  beginning  of  1834.  In  this  he  was  very  suc- 
cessful, and  was  fully  employed,  and  worked  very  hard;  but  he  still 
found  time  to  prosecute  his  legal  studies,  and  we  shall  soon  see  the 
best  of  all  proofs  of  the  labour  and  devotion  with  which  he  must 
have  worked  at  those  studies. 

In  the  August  of  this  year,  1834,  he  was  again  brought  for- 
ward as  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature  of  Illinois,  two  years  after 
his  first  nomination,  and  this  time  his  election  was  carried  by  a 
large  majority.  Thus  his  political  life  commenced  in  the  twenty- 
fifth  year  of  his  age,  and  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  here  to  say  more 
regarding  his  success  as  a  member  of  the  Illinois  Legislature,  than 
simply  to  mention  that  in  1836,  1838,  and  1840,  he  was  re-elected 
and  returned  by  very  large  majorities,  sufficient  proofs  that  he  was 
esteemed  a  valuable  representative  by  the  people. 

We  now  arrive  at  the  next  great  step  in  his  career.  In  1836 
he  obtained  a  law  licence;  he  has  attended  no  college  lectures,  no 
lawyer's  ofiice;  alone  and  unassisted,  and  with  his  time  amply  oc- 
cupied, as  we  have  seen,  has  he  read  and  studied  law  during  the 
last  four  years  only,  and  yet  he  has  obtained  a  law  licence.  Did 
ever  young  lawyer,  with  every  advantage,  and  with  his  whole  time 
devoted  to  his  studies,  pass  in  shorter  time?  "It  is  absurd,"  we 
exclaim;  "this  fellow's  knowledge  of  law  must  be  mere  surface,  it 
can  have  no  depth,  it  is  presumption  in  him  to  attempt  practice." 
But  what  do  we  find?  In  April,  1837,  the  Hon.  John  T.  Stuart, 
a  lawyer  in  the  first  practice  in  Springfield,  the  capital  of  Illinois, 
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has  assumed  Abraham  Lincohi  as  his  partner,  and  he  has  removed 
to  Springfield,  and  his  name  there,  as  a  rising  lawyer,  is  already 
high.  This  speaks  for  itself;  and  I  shall  not  expatiate  upon  it,  the 
limits  of  my  paper  will  not  permit  me  to  do  so,  but  the  ripe  fruit  is 
now  before  us,  and  its  qualities  do  not  require  to  be  pointed  out  or 
enlarged  upon. 

I  have  now  traced  the  life  of  Abraham  Lincoln  from  childhood 
to  his  twenty -eighth  year.  Born  in  a  very  low  grade  of  the  white 
population  in  America,  with  no  forefathers'  name  to  stimulate  his 
ambition,  brought  up  from  childhood  to  manhood  in  one  of  the 
poorest,  rudest,  and  least  cultivated  States  of  the  Union,  and  in 
one  of  the  dreariest  of  homesteads,  among  poor  and  ignorant  rel- 
atives, without  friends,  without  influence,  without  advantage  of 
any  kind.  And  what  do  we  find  him  now  in  his  twenty-eighth 
year.''  We  find  him  "Honest  Abe,"  member  of  the  Legislature  of 
Illinois,  twice  returned,  a  lawyer  of  rising  reputation,  and  partner 
of  the  Hon.  John  T.  Stuart,  of  Springfield. 

I  shall  pass  over  the  next  twenty -four  years  of  his  life  with  a 
rapid  glance.  He  has  attained  a  position  purely  by  his  own  un- 
assisted abilities,  strength  of  purpose,  and  force  of  character,  in 
which  the  powers  he  possesses,  will  steadily  and  rapidly  tell  their 
own  tale — and  that  tale  was  simply  told  during  those  twenty-four 
years.  He  is  now  fifty -two  years  of  age — he  has  risen  to  the  top  of 
the  ladder  in  his  profession,  and  has  realized  a  fortune — he  has 
risen  to  the  top  of  the  ladder  as  a  politician,  and  is  acknowledged 
leader  of  the  largest  party  in  the  State — he  has  risen  to  the  top  of 
the  ladder  in  his  Nation — he  is  elected  President  of  the  United 
States  of  America — and  he  still  retains  his  title  of  Honest  Abe,  a 
title  now  a  household  word. 

Before  proceeding,  however,  to  consider  Abraham  Lincoln  as 
President  of  the  United  States,  it  is  necessary  to  devote  a  short 
space  to  the  question  of  slavery,  and  to  the  cause  of  the  secession  of 
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the  Slave  States  from  the  Union,  as  there  is  much  misconception 
regarding  these  questions  in  this  country.  I  have  to  confess  my- 
self that  I  was  very  strongly  prejudiced  against  Abraham  Lincoln 
and  his  government,  when  I  commenced  the  study  of  his  life,  purely 
from  an  utter  misconception  of  these  questions  as  they  existed  in 
America,  and  I  believe  my  views  were  the  general  popular  belief  in 
England.  I  shall  endeavour  as  briefly  as  possible  to  explain  these 
questions.  Everybody  knows  that  the  United  States  consists 
of  a  union  of  distinct  and  separate  States,  each  of  which  sends  its 
representatives  to  Congress;  and  that,  previous  to  the  late  dis- 
ruption, most  of  the  Southern  States  were  Slave  States,  or  States 
in  which  Slavery  existed  as  an  institution,  while  the  States  in  the 
North  were  Free  States,  or  States  in  which  Slavery  was  not  an  in- 
stitution. But  it  is  not  so  universally  known,  in  this  country,  that 
every  separate  State  has  a  distinct  government  or  legislature  of 
its  own,  which  manages  its  own  internal  government,  and  origi- 
nates all  laws  that  regulate  its  domestic  affairs;  and  that  Congress 
has  no  power  to  interfere  with  the  domestic  laws  of  any  State — it 
has  only  the  power  to  veto  any  act  before  it  is  passed,  A  law, 
therefore,  once  passed  in  any  State,  and  having  received  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  President  or  the  Governor  appointed  by  him  for  that 
particular  State,  Congress  is  powerless  to  interfere  with  it;  and, 
consequently,  according  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
neither  the  President  nor  Congress  can  interfere  with  the  institu- 
tion of  slavery  in  any  State  in  which  it  may  exist  as  an  institution. 
But  if  any  State  should  attempt  to  extend  the  institution  of  slav- 
ery, or  to  increase  the  powers  of  the  slave  owner,  they  have  the 
power  to  veto  any  such  act.  I  may  also  state  here  that  to  the 
west  of  the  present  States  exists  a  vast  territory,  peopled  only  by 
wandering  tribes  of  Indians,  and  that  large  tracts  of  this  territory 
are  admirably  adapted  for  being  converted  into  sugar,  tobacco,  or 
cotton  plantations,  and  that  this  territory  belongs  to  the  United 
States  Government.  Now,  there  was  no  doubt  a  very  consider- 
able party  of  Abolitionists,  who  believed  slavery  to  be  a  great 
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national  sin,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  abolished  from  the  institutions 
of  the  country;  but  the  two  great  parties  who  divided  the  States 
were  the  Democrats  and  the  Republicans.  The  Democrats  were 
principally  slave  owners  in  the  Southern  States,  and  those  inter- 
ested commercially  with  them,  and  they  maintained  that  the  slaves 
were  their  property,  in  the  same  way  as  their  horses  or  cattle,  and 
that  they  were  entitled  to  take  their  slaves  with  them  wherever 
they  chose,  and  to  use  them  for  doing  the  labour  they  were  fitted 
for,  in  the  very  same  manner  as  they  might  take  their  horses  or 
cattle  along  with  them  and  apply  them  for  their  labour.  In  short, 
their  effort  was  to  extend  and  increase  the  powers  of  the  slave 
owners.  The  Republicans  were  opposed  to  slavery  on  the  same 
principles  as  the  Abolitionists,  but  they  supported  the  laws  and  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  they  would  not  permit  any 
interference  with  these;  in  other  words,  they  would  allow  no  un- 
constitutional act  to  be  committed.  Their  reply  to  the  Democrats 
therefore  was,  "You  may  use  your  slaves  within  your  own  States 
according  to  the  laws  of  your  own  States — we  have  no  right  to 
interfere  with  that;  but  you  shall  not  bring  your  slaves  as  your 
horses  or  your  cattle  into  our  States,  neither  shall  you  take  them 
into  any  portion  of  the  western  territories,  and  open  out  slave 
plantations  or  form  new  Slave  States  there;  neither  shall  you  in- 
crease the  powers  of  the  slave  owner,  if  it  is  in  our  power  to  veto 
such  a  proceeding."  And  Abraham  Lincoln  was  the  leader  of  the 
Republican  party  when  he  was  elected  President,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  Southern  States,  who  had  returned  the  President 
from  their  own  class  for  many  years,  dreaded  the  growth  of  this 
Republican  party,  and  feared  its  able  leader,  now  elected  President. 
They  heard  the  cry,  that  slavery  was  a  national  sin,  echoed  from 
all  sides,  but  they  were  born  and  brought  up  with  slaves  for  ser- 
vants, and  their  eyes  were  not  opened  to  the  crime  of  the  insti- 
tution— while  they  saw  ruin  to  their  plantations,  and  no  hope  of 
opening  up  new  and  profitable  plantations  in  the  territories,  in  this 
growing  feehng  of  horror  at  slavery.     True,   Abraham  Lincoln 
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and  his  party  said — "we  shall  not  interfere  with  the  institution  of 
slaverj'  as  it  exists  in  your  own  States,  we  have  no  right  or  power 
to  do  so,  you  may  hold  on  by  that  as  long  as  you  choose;"  but  they 
said  at  the  same  time,  "you  are  committing  a  most  heinous  moral 
crime,  and  we  shall  veto  any  attempt  on  your  part  to  increase  the 
slave  owners'  powers;  and  we  think  it  is  only  a  question  of  time 
with  your  own  consciences  when  you  will  yourselves  emancipate 
your  slaves."  The  Democrats,  therefore  believed  that  their  only 
safety  lay  in  forming  an  exclusive  union  among  themselves,  and  the 
election  of  this  Republican  leader  was  a  signal  for  their  secession. 
In  proof  of  the  views  which  I  have  just  stated,  I  shall  read  to  you. 
in  the  first  place,  a  protest  which  Abraham  Lincoln  and  a  Mr. 
Ehmiel  Stone,  when  members  of  the  legislature  of  Ilhnois,  forwarded 
to  Congress,  and  which  was  read  to  the  House  on  the  3rd  March, 
1837: 

"Resolutions  on  the  subject  of  domestic  slavery  having  passed 
both  houses  of  the  General  Assembly  at  its  present  session,  the  under- 
signed hereby  protest  against  the  passage  of  the  same. 

They  believe  that  the  institution  of  slavery  is  founded  on  both 
injustice  and  bad  policy,  but  that  the  promulgation  of  abolition  doc- 
trines tends  to  increase  rather  than  abate  its  evils.  They  believe 
that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  has  no  power  under  the  con- 
stitution to  interfere  with  the  institution  of  slavery  in  the  different 
States. 

They  believe  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  has  the 
power  under  the  constitution  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  but  that  the  power  ought  not  to  be  exercised  unless  at  the 
request  of  the  people  of  said  district.  The  difference  between  these 
opinions  and  those  contained  in  the  said  resolutions  is  their  reason  for 
entering  this  protest. 

Signed, 

Daniel  Stone 
Abrah.\m  Lincoln." 

Now,  this  protest  contains  the  precise  sentiments  and  prin- 
ciples advocated  by  Abraham  Lincoln  from  that  date  until  he 
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issued  his  great  emancipation  proclamation  in  1862,  that  being 
then  a  legal  penalty  to  which  the  Secessionists  had  exposed  them- 
selves, besides  being  a  measure  towards  subduing  the  rebelhon. 
I  might  give  innumerable  quotations,  both  from  his  speeches  and 
letters  over  those  twenty-five  years,  in  proof  and  illustration  of 
this,  but  that  would  be  tedious;  and  I  therefore  merely  state  that 
such  is  the  fact,  and  that  these  sentiments  and  principles  will  be 
found  embodied  in  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Republican  party 
at  their  convention,  held  at  Chicago  in  1860,  Abraham  Lincoln 
being  the  acknowledged  leader  of  the  party  at  that  date.  The 
following  quotation  will  also  prove  to  you  what  was  the  cause  of 
the  Southern  secession:  The  delegates  of  the  States  of  Alabama 
(one  of  the  seceding  States)  held  a  convention  on  the  11th  January, 
1861,  and  passed  an  ordinance  which  commenced  with  the  follow- 
ing clause: 

"Whereas  the  election  of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  Hannibal  Ham- 
lin to  the  office  of  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  by  a  sectional  party  avowedly  hostile  to  the  domestic  in- 
stitutions, and  to  the  peace  and  security  of  the  people  of  the  State  of 
Alabama,  preceded  by  many  and  dangerous  infractions  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  by  many  of  the  States  and  people  of 
the  northern  section,  is  a  political  wrong  of  so  insulting  and  menacing 
a  character  as  to  justify  the  people  of  the  State  of  Alabama  in  the 
adoption  of  prompt  and  decided  'measures  for  their  future  peace  and 
security :  Therefore  be  it  declared  and  ordained  by  the  people  of  the 
State  of  Alabama,  in  convention  assembled,  that  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama now  withdraws,  and  is  hereby  withdrawn,  from  the  Union 
known  as  the  United  States  of  America,  &c.'  " 

That  declaration  contains  the  grounds  upon  which  all  the 
other  States  seceded,  so  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  give  any 
further  quotations  in  proof  of  the  cause  of  their  secession. 

Now,  the  sectional  party  referred  to  is  the  Republican  party, 
and  their  whole  avowed  hostility  to  the  domestic  institutions  of  the 
Union  is  contained  in  Abraham  Lincoln's  and  Daniel  Stone's  pro- 
test, which  I  have  just  read  to  you. 
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I  shall  not  fatigue  you  further  with  discussing  the  point,  but 
I  trust  I  have  made  myself  somewhat  clear  upon  it,  as  it  is  of  the 
utmost  consequence  in  considering  the  character  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln. Truth,  sterling  honesty,  and  uprightness  form  the  bulwarks 
of  his  massive  character,  and  if  these  can  be  torn  away  the  hulk 
would  be  sadly  damaged.  He  has  been  charged,  in  this  country, 
with  making  slavery  a  stalking-horse  to  gain  the  sympathies  of 
England,  while  that  question  was  a  pure  sham  on  his  part,  as  he 
had  no  desire  to  interfere  with  slavery,  and  his  own  words  are 
quoted  in  proof  of  this.  Now,  I  trust  I  have  made  it  clear  to  you 
that  slavery  was  the  root  of  the  whole  difference  which  occasioned 
the  Southern  secession;  and  that  the  principles  advocated  by  Ab- 
raham Lincoln,  with  regard  to  slavery,  were  never  changed  by  him 
from  the  commencement  of  his  political  career  mitil  he  issued  his 
great  emancipation  proclamation.  I  consider  him  one  of  the  most 
consistent  politicians  to  be  met  with  in  history,  as  I  have  been  un- 
able to  find  the  slightest  change,  or  disposition  to  waver,  in  his 
whole  political  life. 

The  first  six  States  to  secede  were  South  Carolina,  Mississippi, 
Alabama,  Florida,  Louisiana,  and  Texas;  and  the  delegates  from 
these  seceded  States  held  their  first  convention  at  INIontgomery  on 
the  4th  February,  1861,  and  on  the  18th  of  that  month  they  in- 
augurated Jefferson  Davis  president,  and  Alexander  H.  Stephens 
vice-president  of  their  confederacy. 

Abraham  Lincoln  did  not  leave  Springfield,  on  his  route  for 
Washington,  to  enter  upon  his  presidency,  till  the  11th  February, 
1861.  There  are  reports  that  several  attempts  were  made  to  assas- 
sinate him  on  his  journey,  but  of  these  I  shall  take  no  notice.  He 
arrived  in  Washington  somewhat  unexpectedly  on  the  morning  of 
Saturday,  the  23rd  February,  and,  along  with  Mr.  Seward,  he 
waited  upon  Mr.  Buchanan,  the  ex-president,  that  same  forenoon 
at  the  White  House.  On  the  4th  March  he  was  duly  inaugurated, 
and  delivered  his  inaugural  address. 
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Thus,  Abraham  Lincohi  is  now  seated  in  his  Presidential  Chair 
— in  other  words  he  is  Ruler  of  one  of  the  greatest  nations  in  the 
world. 

When  the  news  first  reached  us  here,  the  suggestion  which  oc- 
curred to  most,  was,  how  will  he  fill  this  very  elevated  seat?  Those 
acquainted  with  his  origin  no  doubt  thought — "this  low-born  man, 
brought  up  in  a  sort  of  half  savage  state,  who  has  had  only  the  very 
rudest  elements  of  education,  and  who  is  a  purely  self-made  man; 
his  breeding  will  show  itself  now;  he  will  be  utterly  out  of  place, 
his  head  will  be  turned;  he  will  be  quite  giddy;  he  will  be  like  a 
beggar  upon  horseback."  I  shall  endeavour  to  make  him  draw  his 
own  picture,  in  other  words,  to  photograph  him  for  you,  seating 
himself  in  his  saddle,  and  gathering  up  the  reins.  He  is  leaving 
Springfield,  his  home,  the  town  in  which  his  great  battle  of  life  has 
been  fought  during  the  last  twenty-five  years.  He  is  bidding  his 
fellow  townsmen  goodbye.  I  give  you  the  words,  in  which  he 
closes  his  address: 

"My  friends,  no  one  but  one  in  my  position,  can  appreciate  the 
sadness  I  feel  at  this  parting.  To  this  people  I  owe  all  that  I  am. 
Here  I  have  lived  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century;  here  my  children 
were  born,  and  here  one  of  them  hes  buried.  I  know  not  how  soon  I 
shall  see  you  again.  A  duty  devolves  upon  me  which  is  perhaps 
greater  than  that  which  has  devolved  upon  any  other  man,  since  the 
days  of  Washington.  He  never  would  have  succeeded  except  for  the 
aid  of  Divine  Providence,  upon  whom  he  at  all  times  relied.  I  feel 
that  I  cannot  succeed  without  the  same  Divine  aid  which  sustained 
him,  and  on  the  same  Almighty  Being  I  place  my  reliance  for  sup- 
port; and  I  hope  you,  my  friends,  will  all  pray  that  I  may  receive  that 
Divine  Assistance,  without  which  I  cannot  succeed,  but  with  which 
success  is  certain.     Again,  I  bid  you  all  an  affectionate  farewell." 

The  next  view  completes  the  picture:  he  is  now  being  inaugurated 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  is  the  centre  of  an  imposing 
assembly:  he  opens  his  inaugural  address  in  the  following  words: 

Fellow  citizens  of  the  United  States,  in  compliance  with  a  custom  as  old  as  the 
Government  itself,  I  appear  before  you  to  address  you  briefly,  and  to  take  in  your  presence, 
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the  oath  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  to  be  taken  by  the  President, 
before  he  enters  on  the  execution  of  his  ofiSce. 

"I  do  not  consider  it  necessary  at  present  to  discuss  those  matters  of  administration, 
about  which  there  is  no  special  anxiety  or  excitement. 

"Apprehension  seems  to  exist  among  the  people  of  the  Southern 
States,  that  by  the  accession  of  a  Repubhcan  administration,  their 
property  and  their  peace  and  their  personal  security  are  to  be  en- 
dangered. There  has  never  been  any  reasonable  cause  for  such  ap- 
prehension. Indeed,  the  most  ample  evidence  to  the  contrary  has 
all  the  while  existed,  and  has  been  open  to  their  inspection.  It  is 
found  in  nearly  all  the  public  speeches  of  him  who  now  addresses 
you.  I  do  but  quote  from  one  of  these  speeches,  when  I  declare,  that 
I  have  no  purpose,  directly  or  indirectly  to  interfere  with  the  insti- 
tution of  slavery  in  the  States  where  it  exists.  I  believe  I  have  no 
lawful  right  to  do  so,  and  I  have  no  inclination  to  do  so.  Those  who 
nominated  and  elected  me  did  so  with  full  knowledge  that  I  had  made 
this,  and  many  similar  declarations,  and  had  never  recanted   them." 

And  he  closes  this  admirable  address  as  follows: 

"In  your  hands,  my  dissatisfied  fellow-countrymen,  and  not  in  mine,  is  the  momentous 
issue  of  the  war.  The  Government  will  not  assail  you.  You  can  have  no  conflict  with- 
out being  yourselves  the  aggressors.  You  have  no  oath  registered  in  heaven  to  destroy  the 
Government,  while  I  shall  have  the  most  solemn  one,  to  preserve,   protect,   and   defend   it. 

I  am  loath  to  close.  We  are  not  enemies  but  friends — we  must  not  be  enemies. 
Though  passion  may  have  strained,  it  must  not  break  our  bonds  of  affection.  The  mys- 
tic chords  of  memory  stretching  from  every  battle-field,  and  patriot  grave,  to  every  living 
heart  and  heaithstone  all  over  this  broad  land,  will  yet  swell  the  chorus  of  the  Union  when 
again  touched,  as  surely  they  will  be,  by  the  better  angels  of  our  nature." 

This  completes  the  picture;  and  I  would  ask,  does  it  not  pre- 
sent to  you  that  tall,  gaunt,  but  powerful  figure,  settling  like  a  rock 
into  his  seat,  while  his  long,  bony,  sinewy  fingers,  close  upon  the 
reins  with  the  grip  of  a  giant.  True,  that  figure  is  not  of  fashionable 
mould,  and  those  fingers  are  not  small  and  white  and  tapering,  but 
where  shall  a  painter  find  a  nobler  subject  for  his  study  than  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  assuming  the  reins  of  the  American  Government, 
not  the  shadow  of  pride  or  vain-glory  in  his  whole  bearing — but 
the  simple,  brave,  strong  man,  girding  up  his  loins  for  a  huge  task, 
and  breathing  from  the  bottom  of  his  big  heart  a  prayer  to  the 
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Almighty  for  guidance  and  strength?  And  it  is  a  huge  task  that 
lies  before  him,  to  rule  the  great  Republic  of  America,  whose  pop- 
ulation is  largely  composed  of  the  needy,  the  adventurous,  the  en- 
terprising from  all  parts;  a  population  the  most  active  and  restless 
in  the  world,  and  a  large,  powerful  and  wealthy  section  of  that  pop- 
ulation rising  in  rebellion  against  his  Govei-nment.  Has  he  a  large 
well-organized  army  at  his  command  to  enforce  his  authority? 
No!  all  the  troops  that  form  the  standing  army  of  the  Government 
are  a  mere  handful,  and  the  best  officers  of  that  army  have  joined 
the  rebellion.  This  is  an  appalling  prospect  even  to  the  strongest 
and  most  experienced,  and  surely  Abraham  Lincoln  must  quail  at 
heart,  whatever  outward  calmness  he  may  maintain.  Let  us  see 
how  he  acts.  Does  he  try  to  intimidate  the  Secessionists  by  en- 
ergy and  vigour?  Does  he  proceed  instantly  to  collect  and  or- 
ganize a  large  army,  and  does  he  issue  threatening  proclamations 
against  those  engaged  in  the  insurrectionary  movements?  No! 
he  does  nothing  whatever — he  has  reasoned  with  them,  and  his 
logic  is  clear  and  convincing — he  has  besought  them  with  great 
depth  of  feeling  in  his  inaugural  address,  not  to  destroy  the  con- 
stitution of  their  country,  and  calmly,  without  one  effort  which 
could  be  construed  into  a  threat  of  coercive  measures,  does  he 
await  the  result,  refusing  to  recognize  the  rebellion  until  they  act- 
ually attack  the  Government  Authorities  by  force  of  arms.  On 
the  12th  of  March,  1861,  two  Commissioners  from  the  Southern 
Confederacy  appeared  at  Washington,  and  applied  for  an  interview 
with  the  Secretary  of  State,  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  "an 
adjustment  of  all  questions  between  the  two  Governments." 
This  Mr.  Lincoln  simply  declined  on  the  ground  that  "it  could  not 
be  admitted  that  the  States  referred  to  had,  in  law  or  fact,  with- 
drawn from  the  Federal  Union."  And  this  is  the  whole  notice 
that  he  takes  of  the  Secession  Congress.  Well,  certainly  this  is 
dignified  enough,  and  there  is  no  apparent  quailing  or  uneasiness 
here.  No  monarch,  with  the  most  powerful  army  and  the  most 
loyal  people  under  his  sway,  could  treat  a  trifling  outbreak  in  the 
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borders  of  his  dominions  with  more  confident  unconcern.  But 
surely  there  is  a  want  of  energy  here,  or  of  right  appreciation  of  the 
seriousness  of  the  crisis.  Affairs  roll  on,  and  on  the  12th  April, 
the  Confederate  leaders  strike  their  first  blow.  Their  army  at 
Charleston,  under  the  command  of  General  Beauregard,  has  de- 
manded the  surrender  of  Fort  Sumter,  and  that  being  refused, 
General  Beauregard  has  opened  fire  upon  the  fort.  Major  An- 
derson, then  in  command  of  the  battery  for  the  Government,  being 
unable  to  hold  it  against  this  army  with  his  mere  handful  of  men, 
surrendered,  and  evacuated  it  on  Sunday  morning,  the  14th  April. 
On  the  following  day,  the  loth,  was  issued  Abraham  Lincoln's 
first  call  for  75,000  men,  to  suppress  the  rebellion,  and  the  proc- 
lamation was  received  throughout  the  loyal  states  with  unbounded 
enthusiasm.  It  seems,  therefore,  that  inactive  as  he  may  appear 
perhaps  to  have  been  during  the  first  month  of  his  Presidency, 
there  must  have  been  an  undercurrent  of  strong  judgment  and 
energy  to  inspire  his  supporters  on  the  spot  with  such  confidence 
in  their  leader,  as  the  call  could  not  have  been  responded  to  with 
greater  alacrity  and  enthusiasm.  I  quote  a  short  extract  from  his 
message  to  Congress  upon  this  occasion: 

"The  policy  chosen  looked  to  the  exhaustion  of  all  peaceful 
measures  before  a  resort  to  any  stronger  ones — everything  was  fore- 
borne,  without  which  it  was  believed  possible  to  keep  Government 
on  foot. 

By  the  affair  of  Fort  Sumter,  with  its  surrounding  circum- 
stances, that  point  was  reached;  then  and  thereby  the  assailants  of 
Government  began  the  conflict  of  arms,  without  a  gun  in  sight  or  in 
expectancy  to  return  their  fire,  save  only  the  few  in  the  fort,  sent  to 
that  harbour  years  before  for  their  own  protection,  and  still  ready  to 
give  that  protection  in  whatever  was  lawful.  In  this  act,  discarding 
all  else,  they  have  forced  upon  the  country  the  distinct  issue — im- 
mediate dissolution  or  blood." 

I  shall  now  pass  very  rapidly  over  the  conflict  which  followed, 
and  which  deluged  America  with  blood  during  the  ensuing  four 
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years.  And  I  shall  take  no  notice  of  the  numerous  defeats  which 
the  Northern  army  suffered  during  the  first  two  years  of  the  strug- 
gle, and  of  the  changes  which  were  made  in  the  generals  command- 
ing that  army.  It  is  simply  ridiculous  to  expect  that  a  vast  army, 
with  its  generals  and  officers,  can  be  collected,  trained,  and  or- 
ganized out  of  a  motley  mob  of  raw  recruits,  and  anything  brilliant, 
as  a  campaign,  executed  by  them  within  two  years.  Bulls  Runs, 
mistakes,  and  messes  are  only  to  be  expected  from  such  an  army 
during  so  short  an  apprenticeship,  and  the  detail  of  them  in  no  way 
affects  the  inquiry  we  are  engaged  upon.  But  I  must  ask  you  to 
look  upon  Abraham  Lincoln  during  those  two  years:  there  does  he 
sit  in  his  Presidential  chair,  calm,  unshaken,  resolute,  studying  his 
lesson  with  the  same  patient,  earnest  care,  and  indomitable  strength 
of  purpose,  which  he  displayed  when  he  taught  himself  to  write  at 
eleven  years  of  age.  He  has  to  subdue  those  rebellious  states  and 
restore  the  Union — that  is  his  duty;  he  has  bound  himself  by  oath 
to  do  so,  and  it  shall  be  done. 

During  this  very  trying  period  also,  I  must  call  your  attention 
to  a  circumstance  which,  although  it  does  not  affect  the  events  in 
any  way,  bears  upon  the  character  which  we  are  now  endeavouring 
to  study.  The  tone  of  public  feeling  in  England  was  strongly  op- 
posed to  Abraham  Lincoln  and  his  Government,  and  very  much  in 
favour  of  the  Southern  cause,  and  the  leading  articles  in  The  Times* 
were  a  true  reflex  of  this  feeling.  As  I  have  said,  I  believe  that  this 
feeling  arose  from  an  utter  misapprehension  of  the  true  cause  of 
the  secession,  and  from  an  impression  that  Abraham  Lincoln  was 
a  sort  of  lucky  adventurer,  who  had  raised  himself  from  nothing, 
and  who  was  not  over  scrupulous,  as  such  adventurers  usually  are. 
I  am  persuaded  that  if  the  true  state  of  affairs  had  been  generally 
known  in  England,  every  Englishman  would  have  been  in  favour 
of  Abraham  Lincoln  and  the  North.  However,  I  can  imagine 
nothing  more  galling  then  those  Times'  leading  articles  to  a  man  in 

*See  "The   Times  on  the  American  War,"  by  Leslie  Stephen,  being  our  Extra  Number 
No.  37.  —[Ed.]. 
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Abraham  Lincoln's  situation.  They  condemned  his  whole  course 
of  action;  they  laughed  with  their  cutting  satire  at  every  defeat 
which  the  Northern  arms  received;  they  predicted  a  hopeless  war, 
and  certain  ultimate  defeat,  and  they  advised  the  wise  and  just 
course  for  him  to  adopt.  Now  surely  he  must  have  felt  irritated, 
and  must  have  made  some  bitter  observations  when  he  read  those 
articles,  as  the  mails  from  England  arrived.  I  have  been  unable  to 
find  one  angry  retort  or  remark  which  escaped  his  lips  regarding 
England.  On  the  contrary,  he  read  and  listened  to  all  this  with 
his  quiet,  big  smile,  and  any  remarks  he  ever  made  upon  the  sub- 
ject were  in  his  playful,  thoughtful,  pleasant  way. 

The  war  has  now  lasted  about  eighteen  months;  his  armies 
Lave  suffered  many  defeats  and  repulses,  yet  they  are  gathering 
strength,  and  are  steadily  exhausting  and  narrowing  the  field  of 
the  Southern  Confederacy.  Nothing  can  be  more  reteolute  than 
his  course  of  action,  but  he  still  holds  out  the  olive  branch  to  the 
rebellious  States — "Only  return  to  the  Union,"  he  says,  "and  the 
constitution  shall  be  as  it  was.  I  shall  not  interfere  with  the  do- 
mestic institutions  of  one  of  your  States,  or  attempt  to  free  any  of 
your  slaves."  His  letters  to  Horace  Greeley,  which  appeared  in 
all  the  Northern  papers,  and  which  caused  so  much  noise  here,  may 
be  regarded  as  one  of  his  last  proclamations  to  this  effect.  I  shall 
read  this  letter  in  full,  as  it  is  one  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  most  char- 
acteristic letters.  Horace  Greeley  was  an  old  friend,  but  having 
different  political  views,  he  had  written  a  letter,  making  a  rather 
furious  attack  upon  Abraham  Lincoln  and  his  government.  This 
is  the  reply: 

"Washington,  22nd  August,  1862. 
Dear  Sir:     I  have  just  read  yours  of  the  19th  instant,  addressed 
to  myself  through  the  New  York  Tribune. 

If  there  be  in  it  any  statements  or  assumptions  of  fact,  which  I 
may  know  to  be  erroneous,  I  do  not  now  and  here  controvert  them. 

If  there  be  any  inferences  which  I  may  believe  to  be  falsely  drawn 
I  do  not  now  and  here  argue  against  them. 

If  there  be  perceptible  in  it,  an  impatient  and  dictatorial  tone,  I 
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waive  it,  in  deference  to  an  old  friend,  whose  heart  I  have  always  sup- 
posed to  be  right. 

As  to  the  policy  'I  seem  to  be  pursuing,'  as  you  say,  I  have  not 
meant  to  leave  any  one  in  doubt. 

I  would  save  the  Union — I  would  save  it  in  the  shortest  way, 
under  the  Constitution. 

The  sooner  the  national  authority  can  be  restored,  the  nearer  the 
Union  will  be, — the  Union  as  it  was. 

If  there  be  those  who  would  not  save  the  Union,  unless  they 
could  at  the  same  time  save  slavery,  I  do  not  agree  with  them. 

If  there  be  those  who  would  not  save  the  Union,  unless  they  could 
at  the  same  time  destroy  slavery,  I  do  not  agree  with  them. 

My  paramount  object  is  to  save  the  Union,  and  not  either  to 
save  or  destroy  slavery. 

If  I  could  save  the  Union  without  freeing  any  slave,  I  would  do 
it;  and  if  I  could  save  it  by  freeing  all  the  slaves,  I  would  do  it;  and  if 
I  could  save  it  by  freeing  some  and  leaving  others  alone,  I  would  also 
do  that. 

What  I  do  about  slavery  and  the  coloured  race,  I  do  because  I 
believe  it  helps  to  save  the  Union;  and  what  I  forbear,  I  forbear,  be- 
cause I  do  not  believe  it  would  help  to  save  the  Union. 

I  shall  do  less,  whenever  I  shall  believe  what  I  am  doing  hurts 
the  cause;  and  shall  do  more,  whenever  I  believe  doing  more  will  help 
the  cause. 

I  shall  try  to  correct  errors,  when  shewn  to  be  errors,  and  I  shall 
adopt  new  views,  so  fast  as  they  shall  appear  to  be  true  views. 

I  have  here  stated  my  purpose  according  to  my  view  of  official 
duty,  and  I  intend  no  modification  of  my  oft-expressed  personal  wish 
— that  all  men  everywhere  could  be  free. 

Yours, 

A.  Lincoln." 

This  remarkable  letter  is  a  study  in  itself,  and  reveals  the 
whole  character  of  the  man.  You  will  observe  its  perftect  consis- 
tency, and  how  it  contains  the  same  sentiments  as  were  expressed 
in  his  protest  in  1837;  but  it  shows  also,  the  truly  great  soul — the 
clear  head,  and  strong  judgment — and  the  resolute  upright  man 
in  performing  his  duty. 
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He  has  now  held  out  the  ohve-branch  long  enough,  and  it  is 
still  spurned,  so  he  adopts  the  course  for  which  he  says  he  is  pre- 
pared, in  his  letter  to  Horace  Greeley;  he  makes  his  first  threat 
with  regard  to  slavery,  on  the  22nd  September,  1862;  He  issues  a 
proclamation,  declaring  that  he  will  recommend  to  Congress  a 
measure,  by  which  "on  and  after  the  1st  January  1863,  all  slaves 
in  rebellious  States  at  that  date,  shall  be  forever  free."  There  is 
no  haste  here,  the  same  calm  dignified  confidence  which  regulates 
all  his  acts,  characterizes  this — he  gives  them  three  months'  no- 
tice of  his  intentions,  that  they  may  weigh  well  what  they  are 
about.  This  proclamation  tells  them  in  the  most  forcible,  but 
dignified  language,  "I  have  fought  with  you  for  a  year  and  a  half — 
I  have  endeavoured  to  shew  you  that  your  struggle  to  break  up  and 
destroy  the  Union  and  its  Constitution,  is  vain  and  hopeless,  and 
to  persuade  you  to  return  to  the  Union,  and  that  the  Constitution 
should  remain  unaltered — I  still  hold  out  the  same  conditions  to 
you;  but  three  months'  longer  resistance,  and  they  shall  be  with- 
drawn. Your  slaves  shall  be  confiscated,  in  other  words,  freed, 
and  you  shall  be  put  down  with  a  strong  hand."  But  they  are 
not  to  be  persuaded,  the  three  months  expire;  and  on  the  1st  Jan- 
uary, 1863,  the  great  Emancipation  Proclamation  is  issued.  From 
this  date,  the  war  is  prosecuted  with  a  terrible  vigour.  Abraham 
Lincoln  is  now  master  of  the  situation,  and  has  picked  out  able, 
tried  officers  to  command  the  troops  and  lead  the  campaign.  The 
Southern  Army  is  expelled  from  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania, — 
Vicksburg  and  Port  Hudson  fall;  but  a  frightful  slaughter  accom- 
panies the  repulse  of  the  Southern  troops  at  Gettysburg;  and,  amid 
the  horror  of  war,  let  us  pause  and  take  another  view  of  President 
Lincoln. 

The  battlefield  of  Gettysburg  is  strewn  with  thousands  of 
slaughtered  troops,  and  a  large  piece  of  ground  has  been  selected 
for  a  National  Cemetery.  Abraham  Lincoln,  with  his  whole  Cab- 
inet, is  there,  at  the  consecration  of  this  great  burial  ground,  and 
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in  presence  of  the  Army  and  a  vast  concourse  of  people,  he  de- 
livers the  following  beautiful  Address: 

"Fourscore  and  seven  years  ago,  our  fathers  brought  forth  upon 
this  continent  a  new  nation,  conceived  in  liberty,  and  dedicated  to 
the  proposition  that  all  men  are  created  equal.  Now,  we  are  en- 
gaged in  a  great  civil  war,  testing  whether  that  nation,  or  any  nation 
so  conceived  and  so  dedicated  can  long  endure.  We  are  met  on  a 
great  battle-field  of  that  war;  we  are  met  to  dedicate  a  portion  of  it, 
as  the  final  resting-place  of  those  who  here  gave  their  lives,  that  that 
nation  might  live.  It  is  altogether  fitting  and  proper  that  we  should 
do  this. 

But,  in  a  larger  sense,  we  cannot  dedicate,  we  cannot  consecrate, 
we  cannot  hallow  this  ground.  The  brave  men,  living  and  dead,  who 
struggled  here,  have  consecrated  it  far  above  our  power  to  add  or  de- 
tract. The  world  will  little  note,  nor  long  remember,  what  we  say 
here,  but  it  can  never  forget  what  they  did  here.  It  is  for  us,  the  liv- 
ing, rather  to  be  dedicated  here  to  the  unfinished  work  that  they  have 
thus  far  so  nobly  carried  on.  It  is  rather  for  us  to  be  here  dedicated 
to  the  great  task  remaining  before  us;  that  from  these  honoured  dead 
we  take  increased  devotion  to  the  cause  for  which  they  here  gave  the 
last  full  measure  of  devotion;  that  we  here  highly  resolve  that  the 
dead  shall  not  have  died  in  vain;  that  the  nation,  shall,  under  God, 
have  a  new  birth  of  freedom;  and  that  the  government  of  the  people, 
by  the  people,  and  for  the  people,  shall  not  perish  from  the  earth." 

Again,  the  year  1863,  in  which  he  has  gathered  up  and  put 
forth  his  strength  with  such  terrible  vigour,  is  nearly  ended,  and 
he  issues  the  following  proclamation  for  a  day  of  thanksgiving  and 
prayer: 

"The  year  that  is  drawing  towards  its  close  has  been  filled  with 
the  blessings  of  fruitful  fields  and  healthful  skies.  To  these  bounties 
which  are  so  constantly  enjoyed,  that  we  are  prone  to  forget  the 
source  from  which  they  come,  others  have  been  added,  which  are  of  so 
extraordinary  a  nature,  that  they  cannot  fail  to  penetrate  and  soften 
even  the  heart  which  is  habitually  insensible  to  the  ever-watchful 
Providence  of  Almighty  God. 

In  the  midst  of  a  civil  war  of  unequalled  magnitude  and  severity, 
which  has  sometimes  served  to  invite  and  provoke  the  aggression  of 
foreign  states,  peace  has  been  preserved  with  all  nations,  order  has 
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been  maintained,  the  laws  have  been  respected,  and  obeyed,  and 
harmony  has  prevailed  everywhere,  except  in  the  theatre  of  military 
conflict;  while  that  theatre  has  been  greatly  contracted  by  the  ad- 
vancing armies  and  navies  of  the  Union. 

The  needful  diversions  of  wealth  and  strength  from  the  fields  of 
peaceful  industry  to  the  national  defence,  have  not  arrested  the  i 

plough,  the  shuttle,  or  the  ship.     The  axe  has  enlarged  the  borders  of  « 

our  settlements,  and  the  mines,  as  well  of  iron  and  coal,  as  of  precious  j 

metals,  have  yielded  even  more  abundantly  than  heretofore.     Pop-  ': 

ulation  has  steadily  increased,  notwithstanding  the  waste  that  has 
been  made  in  the  camp,  the  siege,  and  the  battlefield;  and  the  coun-  • 

try,  rejoicing  in  the  consequences  of  augmented  strength  and  \'igour, 
is  permitted  to  expect  continuance  of  years,  with  large  increase  of 
freedom. 

No  human  counsel  hath  devised,  nor  hath  any  mortal  hand  ji 

marked  out  these  great  things.     They  are  the  gracious  gifts  of  the  > 

Most  High  God,  who,  while  dealing  with  us  in  anger  for  our  sins,  hath  ?' 

nevertheless  remembered  mercy.  ■ 

It  has  seemed  to  me  fit  and  proper  that  they  should  be  solemnly, 
reverently,  and  gratefully  acknowledged  as  with  one  heart  and  voice,  / 

by  the  whole  American  people."  ,i 

I 

One  more  quotation  and  I  have  done.     Vicksburg  has  just  fallen;  | 

but  Mr,  Lincoln  has  differed  with  General  Grant  regarding  his  ^ 
method  of  making  the  attack,  and  has  found  fault  with  him  upon 

that  point.     The  following  is  his  letter  after  the  capture.  ^ 

"Washington,  13th  July,  1863. 
My  Dear  General — I  do  not  remember  that  you  and  I  ever  met 
personally.  I  write  this  now,  as  a  grateful  acknowledgment  for  the 
almost  inestimable  service  you  have  done  the  country.  I  write  to 
say  a  word  further.  When  you  reached  the  vicinity  of  Vicksburg,  I 
thought  you  should  do  what  you  finally  did, — march  the  troops 
across  the  neck,  run  the  batteries  with  the  transports,  and  thus  go  be- 
low; and  I  never  had  any  faith,  except  a  general  hope  that  you  knew 
better  than  I,  that  the  Yazoo  Pass  expedition,  and  the  like,  could 
succeed.  When  you  got  below  and  took  Port  Gibson,  Grand  Gulf 
and  vicinity,  I  thought  you  should  go  down  the  river  and  join  Gen- 
eral Banks,  and  when  you  turned  northwards,  east  of  the  Big  Black,  I 
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feared  it  was  a  mistake.     I  now  wish  to  make  the  personal  acknowl- 
edgment, that  you  were  right,  and  I  was  wrong. 

Yours  truly, 

A.  Lincoln." 
To  Major-General  Grant. 

Is  not  this  the  apology  of  a  great  and  noble  soul;  and  does  it 
not  shew,  how  every  movement  of  that  campaign  was  watched, 
and  studied,  and  influenced,  by  his  master  eye? 

Now  follow  the  last  struggles  of  the  Confederates.  Charles- 
ton is  abandoned  and  burnt;  Richmond  is  abandoned.  General 
Lee  surrenders  his  army  to  General  Grant  on  the  9th  April,  1865; 
the  rebellion  has  been  put  down  with  a  strong  hand,  and  shortly 
previous  to  the  final  overthrow,  Abraham  Lincoln  has  been  re- 
elected President  of  the  United  States  again,  by  a  very  large  ma- 
jority. He  has  then  achieved  his  huge  task;  he  has  subdued  the 
rebellion — he  has  maintained  the  Union — he  has  established  him- 
self in  the  estimation  and  the  confidence  of  his  country.  So,  he  is 
at  the  very  loftiest  pinnacle  of  eminence  that  can  be  reached  in 
this  world.  He  is  monarch  indeed  of  a  great  people,  and  he  holds 
their  allegiance,  not  by  birthright,  nor  by  force  of  arms,  but  by 
chords  which  his  own  great  soul  and  big  heart  have  bound  around 
theirs.  Is  it  not  a  lofty  pinnacle  to  have  attained?  And  is  it  not 
truly  horrible,  that  as  we  contemplate  him  there,  his  mighty  spirit 
should  be  hurled  from  this  life  into  eternity  by  the  hand  of  a  vain, 
drivelhng,  contemptible,  creature? 

"On  the  night  of  the  14th  April,  about  the  hour  of  half-past  ten 
o'clock,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United  States,  was  assas- 
sinated in  his  private  box  in  Ford's  Theatre,  Washington,  by  a  play- 
actor of  the  name  of  Booth.  During  a  pause  in  the  performance  the 
assassin  entered  the  box,  hastily  approached  the  President  from  be- 
hind, and  discharged  a  pistol  at  his  head :  the  bullet  entered  the  back 
part  of  his  head,  and  penetrated  nearly  through." 

I  shall  not  dwell  upon  this  atrocious  act;  our  press  and  pul- 
pits— the  press  and  pulpits  of  the  world —  gave  expression  to  the 
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universal  horror  felt  at  it.  I  hasten  to  the  object  of  this  paper — 
to  endeavour  to  form  some  estimate  of  the  character  of  Abraham 
Lincoln. 

From  a  very  early  age  we  have  seen  that  Abraham  Lincoln 
possessed  a  wonderful  degree  of  patient  labor  and  indomitable 
perseverance  in  accomplishing  any  purpose  he  may  have  formed, 
and  this  same  wonderful  strength  of  purpose  distinguishes  him 
throughout  his  whole  life,  in  whatever  situation  he  is  placed.  No 
difficulties,  no  dangers,  however  great,  discourage  or  alarm  him; 
but  with  calm,  unruffled  patience,  and  with  enormous  depth  of 
energy  and  concentration  does  he  pursue  his  purpose  like  a  mighty 
fate,  until  it  is  accomplished,  and  that,  too,  in  no  half  or  incomplete 
manner,  but  accomplished  in  the  fullest  and  amplest  sense  of  the 
word.  Sir  Isaac  Newton  observed,  "that  the  only  difference  he 
noticed  between  himself  and  other  men  was  a  habit  of  patient 
thought;"  and  this  I  believe  is  the  distinguishing  peculiarity  found 
in  all  great  thinkers.  The  great  practical  statesman  must  com- 
bine with  this  habit  a  power  of  patient  laborious  action,  as  well  as 
of  prompt,  vigorous,  energetic  action,  and  this  combination  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  possessed  in  the  highest  degree;  and  if  his  abilities 
were  not  of  a  brilliant  character,  they  had  vast  breadth  and  enor- 
mous power.  His  capacity,  too,  is  of  the  largest  order — he  wields 
the  President's  baton  of  that  great  country,  in  the  midst  of  a  wild 
and  wide  revolution,  with  the  same  ease  that  he  handled  his  axe 
and  his  rifle  in  the  backwoods  of  Indiana.  His  simplicity  of  char- 
acter, and  straight-forward  honesty  are  proverbial.  But  the 
feature  which  gave  greatest  strength  to  his  character,  indeed,  which 
formed  the  rock  to  which  it  was  anchored,  was  that  trust  in  the 
Almighty,  on  which  his  soul  seemed  to  rest;  there  is  a  purity,  a 
simplicity,  a  beauty,  in  those  prayers  he  utters  in  every  situation, 
which  remind  me  of  the  Psalms  of  the  sweet  singer  of  Israel.  They 
rise  spontaneously  from  the  very  bottom  of  his  big  heart,  and  they 
have  the  pure  spirit  of  prayer;  they  are  the  breathings  of  a  grateful 
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soul,  in  constant  communion  with  its  Maker.     What  a  tower  of 
strength  is  this!     What  a  rock  to  lean  upon! 

There  is  one  great  regret  attached  to  his  loss,  which  is,  that 
his  reconstruction  of  the  American  ITnion  and  Constitution,  with 
the  clirse  of  Slavery  abolished  from  its  institutions,  might  have 
been  a  most  valuable  lesson  for  future  politicians.  But  his  great 
spirit  is  gone,  and  the  world  will  continue  to  gaze  after  it  for  ages, 
mourning  its  untimely  departure,  and  cursing  the  wretch  by  whose 
hand  it  was  hurried  away. 

My  conclusion  is,  that  he  was  a  truly  great  man — a  man  born 
to  be  a  king  among  men.  It  may  be  that  his  character  was  roughly 
hewn,  but  it  was  hewn  out  of  a  mountain  of  granite,  in  lines  of  the 
noblest  order.  My  belief  is,  that  future  history  will  accord  to  him 
one  of  the  loftiest  places  among  the  sons  of  America — indeed  among 
the  great  representative  men  of  the  world. 

R.  Y. 

Liverpool,  8th  September,  1865. 
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As  our  mild  and  merciful  President  has  seen  fit  to  regard  certain 
^"^chattels  personal,  called  slaves,  as  so  much  property  placed 
at  his  absolute  disposal,  wherewith  he  can,  like  another 
Caesar,  buy  off,  or  punish  his  recent  subjects,  the  present  enemies 
of  the  United  States,  it  is  become  a  question  of  most  intense  inter- 
est, whether  our  President  has  an  absolute  power  to  give  or  with- 
hold property,  and  to  assure  or  take  away  liberty,  as  may  seem  to 
him  best,  and  if  so,  then,  by  what  constitution,  statute,  natural  or 
divine  law,  he  became  the  owner,  possessor  and  disposer,  of  so 
many  slaves?  Now,  Sir,  as  I  know  you  to  be  learned  in  our  con- 
stitutional law,  and  in  all  matters  relating  to  our  civil  polity,  and 
especially,  in  times  past,  to  have  been  the  bold  and  justly  eminent 
expounder  of  a  comprehensive  construction  of  the  Constitution, 
and  indeed,  the  author  of  an  opinion  containing  the  germ,  if  not 
the  fruit,  of  that  Address  by  which  our  Commander-in-Chief  be- 
came famous,  and  thereby  President,  I  pray  your  attention  to  the 
following  reason  against  the  Emancipation  Proclamation. 

You  will  recollect,  that  during  the  first  months  of  the  rebellion, 
and  at  the  chief  fortress*  of  the  country,  a  new  embassy  opened  ne- 
gotiations and  sought  what  one  would  suppose  they  had  a  right 
to  demand,  the  protection  of  our  government  as  loyal  persons, 
owing  and  rendering  to  it  allegiance.  The  principal  ambassador 
pretended  to  represent  about  one  hundred  others,  though  in  fact 
he  represented  about  as  many  souls  as  did  Franklin  at  Versailles, 
all  likewise  loyal,  and  desiring  to  remain  within  the  political  and 
geographical  limits  of  the  United  Stated.  The  old  ambassador 
gave  some  specious  reason's  in  favor  of  his  mission,  and  then,  un- 
noticed, asked  the  great  unanswered  question,  "What  will  the 
Government  do  loith  my  people?" 

Our  Government  answered  (with  its  usual  ability)  as  nearly 

•Fortress  Monroe. 
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as  it  could,  that  it  did  not  know.  When  their  rendition  was  de- 
manded by  their  enemy  and  ours,  the  commanding  officer*  rephed 
that  they  were  "contraband  of  war."  Waiving  its  legal  inac- 
curacy, this  between  law;y'ers  and  soldiers  was  a  clever  hit — a  sharp 
retort — a  good  professional  joke,  but  its  greatest  success  was  as  a 
word.  Those  who  love  to  ponder  over  the  changes  of  language  and 
watch  its  new  uses  and  unconscious  growth,  must  find  in  it  a  rare 
phenomenon  of  philological  vegetation.  Never  was  a  word  so 
speedily  adopted  by  so  many  people  in  so  short  a  time.  In  con- 
versation and  correspondence  in  newspapers  and  books,  in  the  offi- 
cial dispatches  of  generals  it  leaped  instantaneously  to  its  new 
place,  jostling  aside  the  circumlocution  "colored  people,"  the  ex- 
trajudicial "persons  of  African  descent,"  the  scientific  "negro," 
the  slang  "nigger,"  and  the  debasing  "slave."  W^ho  knows  but 
some  future  Trench  may  devote  to  it  a  page,  and  gravely  narrate: 

"Contraband,"  in  the  sense  of  'serf,'  seems  to  have  come  into  use  about  the  time  of  the 
great  American  rebellion.  No  trace  of  it  is  found,  anterior  to  that  singular  and  causeless  out- 
break, but  as  it  was  in  common  use  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1861,  being  employed  by 
all  classes  of  society,  as  can  readily  be  shown  by  the  "Diary  of  Private  Daniel  Doolittle,"  and 
the  letters  and  works  of  learned  and  even  eminent  scholars,  we  must  conclude  that  it  had  ex- 
isted previously,  and  that  society  had  then  lost  sight  of  its  original  and  proper  meaning.  Yet 
it  is  not  found  in  the  absurd  (and  now  happily  obsolete)  dictionaries  of  Webster  and  Worces- 
ter; nor  does  our  knowledge  of  its  etymology  explain  how  it  could  be  applied  to  a  vassal.  The 
author,  like  the  time  of  this  application,  is  buried  in  obscurity,  though  a  Government  General, 
named  Butler,  seems  to  have  employed  the  word  in  a  mixed  sense,  early  in  the  revolt,  showing 
very  clearly  that  it  was  then  in  its  transition  state." 

But  calling  men,  women,  and  children,  "contraband  of  ivar," 
though  a  good  retort  to  an  insolent  demand,  was  no  answer  ade- 
quate to  the  real  question  of  the  case;  and  indeed,  the  next  dispatch 
of  the  same  General  to  his  Government,  contained  the  truthful  con- 
fession that  it  was  not  sufficient:  His  Government  has  not  yet 
given  one  that  is. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  for  answer  to  Gen.  Butler,  directed  a 
sort  of  Dr.  and  Cr.  account  to  be  opened — not  exactly  with  the 
master,  and  not  exactly  with  the  slave — but  as  it  were  with  "whom 
it  might  concern."     The  President,  in  his  message  of  July,  said 

*Gen.  B.  F.  Butler. 
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that  it  would  be  his  purpose,  after  the  rebelHon  should  it  be  sup- 
pressed, "to  be  guided  by  the  Constitution  and  the  laws."  In 
the  Message  of  Dec.  '61,  I  find  only  plans  and  projects  for  the 
bettering  of  those  "persons  confiscated,"  or  already  free,  but  no 
recommendation  as  to  the  duty  of  the  government  toward  loyal 
"persons"  still  in  bondage,  and  no  allusion  to  the  rights  or  "wel- 
fare" of  the  "unconfiscated"  but  coming  contraband. 

,  Within  Congress,  a  few  projects  were  discussed,  resulting  only 
in  the  paltry  expedient  of  emancipating  the  small  number  found  in 
arms  and  working  upon  fortifications.  Beyond  Congress,  the 
champions  of  the  slave,  who  have  made  his  rights  a  life  study, 
when  the  long  desired  event  waited  but  the  remedy,  proposed  only 
the  little  expedients  whereby  they  have  long  belittled  a  great  cause, 
and  irritated  the  Northern  as  the  Southern  mind.  To  them,  the 
constitution  seemed  an  impassable  barrier.  In  the  published 
opinions  of  those  (perhaps  most  prominent,  in  this  country,)  we 
find  that  the  first,  (Mr.  Giddings,)  proposed  to  evade  the  Consti- 
tution, by  aiding  a  few  fugitives  on  their  flight:  the  second,  (Mr. 
Smith,)  to  violate  it  by  forcibly  setting  free  such  as  wander  into  our 
camps  or  seek  employment  from  our  soldiery,  while  the  third, 
(Mr.  Phillips,)  indulged  in  a  hopeful  vision  that  our  victorious  army 
would  dictate  terms  to  conquered  rebels,  and  by  a  Convention 
wiser  and  purer  than  the  first,  throw  slavery  and  the  Constitution 
together  down. 

To  all  this  it  must  be  answered: 

"The  people  of  the  U.  S.  are  now  in  arms  to  maintain  their  Constitution.  They  will  not 
alter,  evade  or  destroy  it.  Yet  the  end  of  slavery  cannot  be  avoided  and  cannot  be  postponed. 
Slavery  must  fall,  and  the  Constitution  must  be  maintained." 

And  not  alone  in  their  error,  are  the  old  abolitionists.  The 
people  have,  by  some  means,  been  brought  to  regard  the  Consti- 
tution of  their  country  as  an  almost  invincible  barrier  to  its  ac- 
knowledged welfare,  and  all  have  set  themselves  to  finding  a 
method  by  which  to  overreach  it.     Some  have  said,  that,  for  once, 
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it  should  be  disregarded;  others,  that  all  slaves  being  prima  facie 
'freemen,  the  army  should  not  stop  to  inquire  as  to  the  reality  of 
their  condition,  but  that  they  should  be  allowed  to  proceed  as 
fugitives,  taking  with  them  their  chances  of  escape  or  rendition. 
Much  has  been  said  of  the  "war  power,"  and  that,  under  the  plea 
of  the  national  safety,  there  should  be  worked  out  a  national  eman- 
cipation. And  thus  it  would  seem  as  though  all  were  striving  to 
elude  the  Constitution  by  Constihdional  evas^ions. 

The  chief  and  last  reliance  seems  to  be  in  the  "war  power;" 
and  a  bill  was  proposed  in  Congress  declaring  the  abolition  of 
slavery  a  military  necessity,  and  directing  the  President  to  declare 
the  same  by  proclamation.  But  this  would  be  a  strange  paradox. 
Congress  are  not  the  Commander-in-Chief,  nor  can  they  command 
the  Commander  to  do  w^hat  they  cannot  do  themselves.  They 
have  no  power  over  the  army,  but  to  create,  maintain,  and  disband 
it.  The  Constitution  vests  this  power  of  directing,  in  one  man,  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  His,  is  the  sole  power  to  exercise, 
and  the  sole  responsibility  of  not  exercising  it.  The  exercise  of 
the  "war  power"  is  not  authorized  by  the  civil  law;  it  cannot  be 
maintained  by  the  civil  law.  When  exercised,  it  must  be  by  mili- 
tary authority,  and  as  a  miUtary  necessity — mihtary — pertaining  to 
arising  from  and  exercised  for  the  army;  a  necessity — that  which  is, 
in  the  discretion  of  the  commander,  essential  to  the  success  or 
safety  of  the  army.  It  must  be  resorted  to,  for  miUtary  but  should 
not  be  withheld  on  account  of  civil  purposes.  It  becomes  opera- 
tive only  through  that  branch  of  military  law  which  Wellington 
accurately  defined  to  be  "the  will  of  the  commanding  General,''  and 
it  becomes  valid,  only  when  the  civil  law  is  suspended;  for  inter 
arma  silent  leges.  What,  then,  shall  we  say  of  a  civil  law  which 
directs  that  the  ci\'il  law  shall  cease — which  seeks  to  command 
by  the  voice  of  law,  what  can  only  be  commanded  in  the  silence  of 
law? 

When  such  an  act  is  passed,  it  should  be  entitled  "A  law  to 
annul  laic,  and  declare  unconstitutional  acts,  constitutional." 
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It  is  an  unfortunate  fact  that  our  discussions  on  slavery  have 
led  us  into  these  labyrinths,  and  far  from  the  light  of  the  Consti- 
tution.    The  one  side  has  claimed  that  the  slave  is  "property," 
a  chattel,  and  a  thing,  and  the  other  has  repeated  this  so  often,  that 
we  have  come  to  regard  it  as  a  fixed  ethical  fact;  when  it  exists  but 
in  a  debauched  conscience,  or  a  heated  argument.     Most  extra- 
ordinary is  it,  how  this  has  lowered  the  standard  both  of  our  wishes 
and  our  judgment.     Thus  Mr.  Joshua  R.  Giddings,  the  vigor  of 
whose  understanding,  and  the  sympathy  of  whose  heart  no  one 
can  doubt,  summed  up  his  reflections  in  a  letter,  published  early 
in  the  rebellion,  with  no  better  or  higher  conclusions  than,  1st, 
that  as  slaves  assist  the  enemy,  it  is  the  duty  of  all  officers  to  induce 
them  to  leave  their  rebel  viasters,  2,  that  slaves  who  have  escaped 
from  rebel  masters  should  be  allowed  to  conthiue  their  flight,  and 
3,  that  to  send  back  a  fugitive  slave  to  a  rebel  master,  would  be 
lending  aid  to  the  rebellion.     Now,  stripped  of  their  form,  the  logi- 
cal and  simple  meaning  of  these  conclusions  is  this,  1st,  Slaves 
have  no  rights.  2d,  The  Government  of  the  United  States,  which, 
at  this  present  time,  in  the  confidence  and  support  of  its  loyal  sub- 
jects, and  in  the  righteousness  and  dignity  of  its  cause,  is  more 
noble  and  supreme  than  any  other  that  the  sun  rises  upon,  should 
direct  its  own  soldiers,  to  assist  its  own  subjects  to  fly  from  its  own 
laws,  beyond  the  reach  of  its  own  civil  officers! 

What  we  do  in  this  matter,  let  us  do  honestly,  and  openly,  and 
boldly,  and  not  by  any  such  subterfuge.  Revering  the  Consti- 
tution— holding  it  to  be  the  supreme  wisdom  of  mankind — the 
sacred  heritage  of  our  fathers,  which  needs  no  amendment,  is  sus- 
ceptible of  no  improvement,  and  contains,  within  itself,  all  the 
elements,  that,  with  public  virtue,  under  all  manner  of  circumstan- 
ces, are  necessary  to  preserve  its  own  perpetuity,  or  secure  the  wel- 
fare of  this  nation,  let  us  not  believe  that  so  great  and  blessed  a 
Charter  of  liberty  and  justice  is  guilty  of  binding  upon  the  nation 
that  it  ennobles,  a  perpetual  national  burden — of  maintaining 
treason — or  of  protfecting  traitors.     And  instead  of  seeking  the 
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overthrow  of  slavery  without  the  Constitution,  and  around  the 
Constitution,  let  us  have  faith  sufficient  to  behold  its  doom  decreed 
within  the  Constitution,  and  by  the  Constitution. 

The  argument  by  which  this  is  established,  I  reduce  to  a  few 
propositions. 

1.  The  enemies  of  the  country  have  no  rights  under  the  Con- 
stitution. Whatever  restrictions  it  may  impose  upon  us,  it  con- 
fers no  favors  upon  them.  It  was  ordained  and  established  to  se- 
cure the  more  perfect  welfare  of  American  citizens.  In  abjuring 
the  Constitution,  the  rebels  cast  off  all  its  provisions — not  such  as 
suited  them;  they  threw  away  its  guaranties,  as  well  as  its  obli- 
gations. Those  rights,  so  dear  and  so  precious  to  us,  we  possess, 
because  it  possesses  our  allegiance.  The  Constitution  expressly 
recognizes  the  possibility  of  their  surrender  by  such  as  cease  to 
render  it  allegiance;  for  the  three  groups  in  which  are  classed  all 
human  rights — life,  liberty,  and  property,  are  forfeited  by  treason. 

2.  It  is  true  that  a  rebel  must  be  tried.  But  this  is  only  a 
declaration  of  what  is  an  attribute  of  the  unwritten  Constitutions 
of  every  civilized  country.  It  is  a  right  which  confers  no  powers — 
a  mere  provision  to  secure  the  ascertainment  of  a  fact.  It  is  a  right 
not  Umited  to  citizenship.  Indians  possess  this  right;  even  foreign 
enemies  taken  in  arms  possess  the  right;  and  (if  a  stronger  illus- 
tration be  needed,)  so  does  that  chattel  called  a  slave.  It  there- 
fore comes  to  this — that  the  rebel  master  has  but  just  the  same 
rights  under  the  Constitution  as  his  slave — neither  more — nor  less, 
nor  different — the  right  to  be  tried  for  his  offences. 

Yet  how  sublime  is  the  tribute  which  these  wretches  unwit- 
tingly pay  to  the  Constitution!  Stained  with  the  "highest  crime 
against  human  law  whereof  a  man  can  be  guilty,"  yet  so  accus- 
tomed to  lean  upon  it,  for  aid,  so  impressed  with  the  silent  majesty 
that  has  presided  over  their  civil  life,  and  been  the  guardian  of  their 
civil  rights,  that  they  unthinkingly  turn  to  it  again,  invoking  in  its 
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name  the  rendition  of  their  property,  and  immunity  for  their 
crimes,  forgetful  alas,  that  they  have  passed  from  beneath  the 
shadow  of  its  flag  and  emblem,  and  that  it  is  a  Constitution  for 
them  no  more. 

3.  The  error  which  has  perverted  our  judgment  and  dis- 
turbed our  faith,  is  an  acquiescence  in  the  assertion  that  man  can 
held  property  in  man.  The  Roman  law  gave  to  the  master  an 
absolute  property  in  the  servitum,  the  power  to  sell,  to  torture,  to 
kill.  The  common  law,  which  is  the  law  of  the  United  States, 
never  recognized  in  the  master  a  property  in  the  villein.  The 
difference,  is  the  difference  between  absolute  property  and  an  in- 
corporeal hereditament,  between  property  and  something  pro- 
ceeding from  property.  Our  law  has  allowed  the  master,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  to  possess  the  services  of  the  slave,  but  never  to  hold 
property  in  the  man. 

The  laws  of  the  several  States  make  the  same  distinction ;  for 
on  the  one  hand  they  do  not  allow  the  master  the  absolute  disposal 
of  the  man,  and  on  the  other  they  hold  the  slave  to  the  same  moral 
and  legal  obligations  as  other  persons — permitting  him  to  testify 
in  civil  cases;  punishing  him  by  imprisonment,  condemning  him  to 
death — and  where  his  service  to  the  master  as  a  chattel,  and  his 
duty  to  the  State  as  a  man,  are  in  conflict,  always  disregarding  the 
former. 

This  encumbered  estate  of  the  man  in  himself  and  this  limited 
property  of  the  master  in  the  slave,  have  numerous  illustrations 
in  the  law — as  an  estate  in  fee  subject  to  a  rent  charge;  as  an  ease- 
ment— where  one  man  owns  property  subject  to  the  interest  of  the 
other,  as  a  pew  in  Church,  which  a  man  is  said  to  own,  but  in  which 
he  cannot  set  up  market,  or  open  a  bar — or  put  to  any  other  pur- 
pose than  that  incident  to  public  assemblage;  as  a  highway  or  street 
over  which  any  person  has  a  right  of  passage,  but  of  which  the 
owner  of  the  adjacent  land  holds  the  fee. 
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4.  Within  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  Constitution,  slaves 
are  neither  citizens  nor  things,  but  "persons  held  to  labor  or  ser- 
vice." The  term  "person"  is  not  used  in  a  debased  nor  double 
sense,  for  it  occurs  (as  nearly  as  I  now  recollect,)  twenty-four  times 
in  the  Constitution,  and  in  several  instances  is  obviously  applied 
to  citizens  as  "no  person  shall  be  a  senator,"  "the  person  having 
the  greatest  number  of  votes,  shall  be  President,  &c."  We  must 
therefore  conclude  that  in  the  eye  of  the  Constitution  the  slave  and 
the  President  are  equally  persons,  and  that  the  Constitution,  like 
the  higher  law  of  heaven,  makes  "no  distinction  of  persons." 

5.  The  Constitution  recognizes  these  persons  as  men  imder 
legal  disabilities  imposed  by  State  laws;  but  it  imposes  none — nor 
do  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  They  are  also  recognized  as 
possessing  rights,  for  they  are  expressly  awarded  a  representation 
though  at  a  debased  standard.  It  is  true  that  they  are  not  actu- 
ally represented  as  a  class  in  Congress.  But  neither  are  women 
nor  children.  Neither  do  any  of  these  vote — for  the  political  law 
supposes  the  husband  the  representative  of  the  wife;  the  father, 
of  the  child;  the  guardian,  of  the  ward;  the  master,  of  the  slave. 

6.  Such  persons  also  have  rights  by  law — by  the  laws  of 
United  States,  and  of  every  state — the  right  to  live — the  right  to 
be  secure  in  their  persons — the  right  to  bring  suits,  and  in  many 
states  the  right  to  possess  their  own  ser\'ice  beyond  the  hours  to 
which  their  "labor  or  service  due,'''  is  limited  by  law. 

7.  It  is  evident  that  in  the  contemplation  of  the  Constitution 
(which  is  our  supreme  law)  the  slave  is  a  person  and  not  a  thing 
— that  he  is,  in  short,  a  man  owing  service,  but  in  no  sense  a  chattel. 
Yet  more  than  this:  the  labor  or  service  must  be  due,  not  generally, 
but  to  some  particular  person.  He  alone  has  a  right  to  require  it 
— he  alone  may  dispose  of  it,  he  alone  may  surrender  it.  In  the 
various  slave  cases  which  can  be  found  in  the  reports,  the  action 
is  generally  so  far  as  I  now  remember  invariably,  an  action  brought 
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by  the  one  man  (the  slave,)  against  the  other  man  (the  master,) 
to  determine  which  of  the  two  should  possess  the  services.  There 
is  no  enabling  act  necessary  to  aid  a  slave  to  possess  his  liberty. 
As  against  all  the  world,  except  the  master,  he  is  free — and  if  this 
one  cord  of  servitude  be  cut,  we  restore  him  to  freedom. 

8.  Within  this  one  limitation,  the  Government  is  not  only 
bound  to  recognize  the  slave  as  a  person,  but  to  protect  him  as 
such.  It  is  not  necessary  that  he  be  a  citizen.  Marten  Kosta*  was 
not.  There,  the  mere  declaration  of  intended  citizenship  brought 
one  who  was  a  foreigner  by  birth — by  education — by  residence, 
within  the  protection  of  the  Government,  and  under  the  shelter 
of  the  flag.  It  is  not  necessary  that  he  be  entitled  to  vote,  or  to 
hold  office.  The  woman  is  not — the  infant  is  not — the  idiot  is  not. 
Yet  all  of  these  are  in  the  care  of  the  Government.  They  are  repre- 
sented by  the  husband,  the  father,  the  guardian,  and  the  master. 
But  whenever  the  two  come  in  conflict,  the  representation  ceases: 
the  wife  enters  the  court  the  equal  opponent  of  the  husband,  the 
idiot  becomes  a  suitor,  the  child  a  man.  Nations  resented  the 
outrage  upon  the  infant  Mortara,  and  the  slave,  which  in  the  eye  of 
the  Constitution  is  a  person,  is  like  other  persons,  an  object  of  the 
Government's  protection. 

9.  Now  the  slavery  which  the  Constitution  recognizes  is 
American  slavery,  not  slavery  in  general,  not  foreign  slavery,  and 
particularly,  not  Confederate  slavery.  The  recognition  which  it 
has  given  and  the  protection  which  it  has  aflforded,  were  also  to  its 
own  citizens,  not  to  the  people  of  other  countries,  and  particularly 
not  to  its  armed  enemies.  The  labor  and  service  which  it  allows  to 
be  "due"  and  "owing,"  are  due  and  owing  to  those  rendering  to  it 
allegiance,  and  when  the  allegiance  ceases,  the  labor  and  service  is 
no  longer  "due."  Not  as  a  mere  matter  of  property  is  this  for- 
feiture, but  as  between  these  two  persons,  it  cannot  continue. 
A  loyal  person,  though  he  be  a  slave,  cannot  owe  labor  arid  service  to  a 

*See  the  Magazine  of  Histort,  December,   1911,  for  a  very  full   account  of   Martin 
Koszta  — [Ed.] 
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rebel.  The  relations  of  wardship  were  terminated  by  treason;  the 
relations  of  villeinage  were  terminated  by  treason;  the  relations  of 
slavery  are  terminated  by  treason;  and  though  a  man  may  owe 
money,  he  cannot  owe  service  to  an  outlaw.  Nor  can  the  slave 
unlawfully  be  deprived  of  his  just  and  constitutional  rights;  of 
which  is  the  right  to  remain  within  the  protection  of  the  United 
States.  He  cannot  be  required  to  have  the  status  of  his  servitude 
unlawfiiUy  changed  by  the  Constitution  of  any  foreign  nation.  He 
can  not  unlawfully  be  carried  from  beneath  the  flag,  whether  it  has 
been  to  him  the  emblem  of  liberty  or  the  sign  of  oppression.  If 
he  must  be  a  slave,  he  has  at  least  the  poor  privilege  of  being  an 
American  slave. 

10.  When  the  Constitution  declares  the  slave  a  person,  and 
defines  his  condition  to  be  the  owing  of  service,  it  forbids  us  to  regard 
him  as  a  thing,  or  to  admit  that  there  can  be  property  in  man.  And 
when  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  rejected  the  term  of  degra- 
dation "slave,"  and  in  its  stead  inserted  the  definition  of  the  com- 
mon law,  they  intended  to,  and  did,  limit  the  thing  defined  by  the 
principles  of  the  common  law.  The  Constitution  recognized  slav- 
ery because  it  existed:  it  did  not  ignore  what  was.  But  it  recog- 
nized it  as  it  existed;  as  the  common  law  left  it,  and  as  the  common 
law  limited  it. 

11.  It  is  easy  to  determine  the  question  by  the  common  law. 
Impius  et  crudelis  adjudicandus  est  qui  libertatem  non  favet,  says 
Coke,  and  he  proudly  adds  "The  common  law  of  England  always 
favors  liberty." 

Writing  with  a  camp  chest  for  a  desk,  and  arms  and  horse 
trappings  hung  around  for  a  library,  I  can  only  refer  to  a  few  prece- 
dents not  quite  effaced  from  my  memory. 

It  was  (I  think)  well  settled  that  villeins  regardant  (that  is 
slaves  so  attached  to  a  manor  that  they  could  not  be  removed  from 
it  by  the  master)  passed  with  the  manor,  on  attainder  of  treason, 
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to  the  king.  But  this  was  not  a  mere  property  confiscation,  for 
the  same  was  true  of  wardships  and  of  knight  service  under  feudal 
tenures.  Of  rilleins  in  gross  or  absokite  slaves,  I  cannot  recall  an 
instance  in  which  the  effect  of  treason  is  stated,  yet  I  presume  cases 
can  be  found.  Whether  the  villeins  became  enfranchised  or 
whether  their  services  escheated  to  the  king,  I  do  not  consider  of 
much  moment;  it  is  sufficient  to  know  that  they  became  divested 
from  the  owner. 

12.  Crimes  against  the  villein,  or  the  law  of  villeinage,  also 
worked  enfranchisement.  Thus,  if  the  master  committed  an  out- 
rage upon  a  niefe  or  female  villein,  she  became  enfranchised.  So, 
where  the  master  committed  any  offence  against  the  villein  pun- 
ishable as  a  crime,  or,  in  the  language  of  the  old  law,  gave  him  an 
appeal  of  robbery  or  death,  he  enfranchised  him.  In  the  case  now 
before  the  country,  a  very  grave  offence  has  been  committed  against 
the  slaves,  in  attempting  to  abduct  them  from  the  territory  and 
protection  of  the  United  States,  and  reduce  them  to  a  more  de- 
graded form  of  bondage.  That  the  geographical  locus  of  the  slave 
has  not  been  changed,  is  a  fact  which  does  not  affect  the  question, 
for  it  is  no  worse  to  carry  him  unlawfully  within  the  Unes  of  the 
Confederacy,  than  to  unlawfully  bring  the  lines  of  the  Confeder- 
acy around  him.  Whoever,  therefore,  has,  in  any  way,  accepted 
or  recognized  the  new  nationality  of  South  Carolina,  has  thereby 
confessed  judgment  in  favor  of  his  slaves,  in  all  the  tribunals  of  the 
United  States,  civil,  military,  or  political,  to  which  those  slaves 
may,  directly  or  indirectly,  apply  for  redress;  and  any  officer  of  the 
United  States,  who  offers  to  barter  away  their  rights  for  what  is 
prettily  called  a  "return  to  loyalty,"  is  offering  to  pay  what  he  does 
not  possess,  and  cannot  lawfully  grant. 

13.  In  our  country,  these  principles  have  been  enunciated  at 
various  times,  and  in  various  ways.  The  laws  of  Georgia,  and,  I 
presume,  of  most  of  the  rebeUing  States,  Hmit  the  hours  during 
which  slaves  must  render  service,  leaving  the  remainder  to  the 
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natural  owner,  the  slave.  The  Revised  Statutes  of  Delaware  pro- 
hibit the  importation  of  slaves,  and  provide  that  if  any  person  ex- 
port, "or  attempt"  to  export  slaves,  they  shall  thereupon  become 
free.  As  the  former  provision — the  increase  of  slavery — can  only 
be  regarded  as  an  offence  against  the  State,  so  the  latter — the  taking 
a  slave  from  the  protection  of  Delaware — can  only  be  regarded  as 
an  offence  against  the  individual. 

14.  But  most  strongly  has  the  military  arm  of  the  govern- 
ment established  precedents.  General  Jackson,  a  southern  slave- 
holder, took  slaves  of  loyal  owners  to  work  upon  fortifications,  re- 
fusing compensation.  Gen.  Gaines,  a  southern  slaveholder,  re- 
fused to  deliver  up  slaves,  taken  in  battle,  to  loyal  owners.  Gen. 
Taylor,  a  southern  slaveholder,  would  not  allow  loyal  owners  to 
see  slaves  surrendered  to  him  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  had  them 
moved  with  their  Indian  aUies  to  the  West.  In,  I  beheve,  all  of 
these  cases,  appeals  were  taken  to  the  Government,  which  sus- 
tained its  Generals  and  refused  compensation.  In,  at  least,  one 
case,  an  appeal  was  taken  to  Congress,  which  also  refused  compen- 
sation. In  all  of  these  cases  the  action  of  the  Government  went 
far  beyond  anything  now  claimed  to  be  its  duty,  for  it  there  acted 
against  the  property  of  its  loyal  citizens,  while  it  is  now  called  upon 
to  proceed  only  against  the  interests  of  its  worst  enemies. 

15.  I  conclude,  therefore,  that  slaves  have  rights,  under  the 
Constitution,  and  by  the  laws  and  usages  of  war;  that,  whoever 
attempts  to  go  milawfuUy  beyond  the  jurisdiction  or  limits  of  the 
United  States,  geographical  or  political,  leaves  his  slaves  behind 
him.  He  goes,  but  they  remain.  They  are  not  obhged  to  follow 
him,  or  await  his  return.  Though  he  cease  in  his  allegiance  but  a 
moment,  he  relinquishes  their  services  forever.  These  services  he 
cannot  repossess  at  his  pleasure;  for  slaves  cannot  be  released  from 
a  state  of  constitutional  slavery,  and  again  enslaved.  By  his 
abandonment  of  the  Constitution  he  abandoned  them,  and,  as  it 
were,  restored  them  to  themselves.     By  his  volmitary  treason  to 
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the  Constitution,  he  voluntarily  severed  all  constitutional  con- 
nexion between  himself  and  them.  They  no  longer  owe  to  him 
service;  their  labor  is  no  more  to  him  due;  they  are  free. 

The  eye  of  Jefferson  looked  forward  in  the  future  of  his  coun- 
try, and  beheld  the  overthrow  of  slavery  in  bloodshed  and  rebellion. 
He  saw  dimly,  the  scene,  and  mistook  the  actors.  The  vision  was 
less  true  than  his  forebodings.  He  saw  not,  in  the  shadowy  insur- 
rection, that  the  children  of  his  kindred  and  his  friends  were  both 
the  criminals  and  the  victims.  He  knew  not  that  the  descendants 
of  such  illustrious  parentage  so  soon  would  reap  destruction  in  dis- 
honor, nor  that  the  Old  Dominion  which  he  loved,  would  be  rent 
in  twain  by  their  act.  He  was  not  warned  that  among  his  own 
people  and  beside  his  own  honored  home,  the  great  Declaration, 
his  work  and  his  fame,  would  be  supplanted  by  another.  Such 
bitterness  and  shame,  he  was  spared.  But  on  our  sight  the  cur- 
tain is  now  rising  and  the  foretold  tragedy  being  played.  We  see 
the  shifting  scenes,  the  blood-stained  stage,  and  we  cannot  mistake 
the  actors.  We  see  the  southern  jails  filled  with  patriots  whose 
crime  is  faith  to  their  country,  and  obedience  to  her  laws.  We  see 
the  southern  soil  crimsoned  with  the  blood  of  martyrs  fallen  for 
that  Union  which  Jefferson  helped  to  found  and  to  bequeath. 
And  we  view  the  great  impending  arm  of  the  Nation  that  rises 
slowly,  and  yet  hesitates  to  strike  the  inevitable  blow.  Well 
might  he  declare  he  trembled. 

The  American  people  have  not  sought  this  work  of  emanci- 
pation. Slowly  have  they  been  driven  from  their  attitude  of  in- 
difference, and  step  by  step  forced  forward  to  perform  the  long  de- 
layed reform.  Oft  have  they  halted  and  stumbled.  Defeat  has 
threatened  them  when  they  refused,  and  now,  when  they  weakly 
falter,  it  is  made  the  condition  of  their  national  existence.  It  is 
not  a  welcome  work,  and  were  it  left  to  their  choice,  it  would  not 
be  a  wise  one.  Better  to  have  been  wise  betimes — better  to  have 
sought  a  willing  manumission  under  the  gentle  reign  of  peace, 
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founded  in  justice  and  humanity,  and  regulated  by  law,  when  the 
master  and  slave  alike  should  be  fitted  for  the  change,  and  phi- 
lanthropy hallow  the  act.  But  they  have  throwTi  away  the  choice. 
Their  Constitution  has  become  to  them  an  immutable  decree,  and 
the  events  of  the  preceding  year,  have  left  to  them  no  alternative. 
Memorable  year!  that  witnesses  such  great  enfranchisement  in  two 
continents,  and  the  bondage  of  men  broken  among  the  enlightened 
nations  of  the  earth.  Yet  how  different  the  records  that  will  be 
written.  The  act  ennobling  the  name  of  Alexander,  and  placing 
the  autocrat  among  the  wise,  the  just,  the  great  of  earthly  rulers; 
while  with  us  there  will  be  no  one  to  ask  of  fame  a  httle  word  of 
praise — no  statesman,  orator  or  champion  of  the  great  event — 
Philanthropy  giving  no  thanks  for  the  deed,  and  History  speaking 
in  reproa-chful  tones  of  this  great  guilty  act  of  emancipation. 
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WHEN  Abraham  Lincoln  was  nominated  for  the  Presidency 
I  was  present  in  the  Convention  building  in  Chicago  (the 
famous  "Wigwam"),  and  exerted  my  vocal  powers  to  the 
utmost  to  swell  the  mighty  roar  that  then  arose. 

I  carried  a  torch  in  several  of  the  processions  that  took  place 
during  the  eventful  campaign  that  ensued.  When  Lincoln  was 
elected  Presidejit  I  was  presented  to  him,  shook  his  hand,  con- 
gratulated him  on  his  election  and  also  said,  "Mr.  Lincoln,  I  wish 
you  were  elected  for  life  instead  of  for  four  years."  He  laughed 
and  said,  "Oh  no,  that  would  be  too  much  of  a  good  thing,  Mr. 
Wait."  I  thought  nothing  more  of  the  incident  until  near  the 
end  of  the  Rebellion,  when  I  was  serving  in  the  Navy,  on  Admiral 
Dahlgren's  flagship  Philadelphia,  oft'  Charleston,  we  were  shocked 
at  hearing  of  the  assassination  of  President  Lincoln :  then  the  inci- 
dent recurred  to  my  mind. 

I  went  to  the  Admiral  and  told  him  of  the  wish  I  had  expressed 
to  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  of  its  strange  verification.  He  was  very 
much  impressed  with  the  statement  and  called  it  a  remarkable 
occurrence. 

When  the  murder  of  the  President  became  known  to  the  anen 
of  the  Union  Fleet  they  were  so  exasperated  that  they  wishefd  to 
get  ashore  and  wreak  their  vengeance  upon  the  first  Confederate 
force  that  they  could  reach,  and  much  effort  was  required  to  re- 
strain them  from  executing  this  desire  for  retribution. 

During  the  political  campaign,  when  Lincoln  and  Douglas 
engaged  in  public  debates  at  various  places — I  heard  them  both 
when  they  spoke  to  immense  audiences  in  the  open  air,  from  the 
north  balcony  of  the  Tremont  House,  at  the  corner  of  Lake  and 
Dearborn  Streets,  Chicago — their  hearers  were  very  enthusiastic 
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and  applauded  with  great  animation.  I  was  very  clearly  impressed 
with  the  idea  at  the  time  that  Lincoln  was  the  more  logical  and 
had  the  best  of  the  argument,  and  it  seemed  apparent  that  this  was 
the  conclusion  reached  by  the  vast  throng  of  listeners. 

After  the  debates  I  went  into  the  Tremont  House  and  was 
presented  to  the  speakers — and  to  Mrs.  Douglas  who  was  also 
there.  I  was  greatly  impressed  with  her  beauty,  gracious  manner 
and  remarkable  diplomatic  tactfuhiess,  and  was  later  convinced 
that  her  influence  had  much  to  do  with  the  great  success  of  Douglas 
in  his  pohtical  career. 

Horatio  L.  Wait 
Chicago 
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AS  HEMEMBERED  BY  A  NEIGHBOR  OF  HIS  IN  SPRINGFIELD 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Sun. 

Sir:  Have  the  little  personal  stories  about  Abraham  Lincoln 
lost  favor?  I  have  gathered  a  few  that  may  be  of  general  interest. 
Dr.  William  Jayne,  who  is  still  living  in  Springfield,  111.,  and  who 
by  President  Lincoln's  first  official  act  was  appointed  Governor  of 
the  Dakotas,  says:  "Lincoln  had  a  happy  home.  The  husband  was 
kind  and  considerate,  the  wife  bright,  impulsive,  educated,  gener- 
ous, industrious  and  lovable,  a  good  wife  and  a  fond  mother." 
She  had  the  reputation,  when  I  lived  in  Springfield,  of  being  quick 
tempered  and  easily  provoked,  but  people  of  this  disposition  are 
not  necessarily  unpleasant  to  live  with. 

Shortly  before  their  marriage  Miss  Todd's  girl  fi-iends  teased 
her  by  saying,  "Mary,  if  you  ever  rest  on  Abraham's  bosom  you 
will  have  to  take  a  ladder."  She  replied,  "His  heart  is  as  large  as 
his  legs  are  long."  Another  story  is  that  at  a  dance  Mr.  Lincoln 
said:  "Miss  Todd,  I  want  to  dance  with  you  the  worst  way." 
When  the  cotillion  was  over  (square  dances  were  once  called  cotil- 
lions) she  could  not  resist  saying:  "Mr.  Lincoln,  you've  had  your 
wish,  you  have  danced  with  me  — the  worst  wayy 

Stories  of  Lincoln's  care  and  consideration  for  her  are  spoken 
of,  how  he  always  hurried  home  when  it  thundered,  because  storms 
terrified  her.  The  moment  he  was  nominated  for  the  Presidency 
he  hurried  "to  tell  a  little  woman,  who  would  like  to  hear  the  news." 

Mrs.  Lincoln  was  fond  of  dress.  Old  Springfield  people  tell 
of  her  rustling  proudly  into  the  church,  the  last  Sunday  before 
going  to  Washington,  in  an  ashes  of  roses  bayadere  stripe  dress, 
with  bonnet  to  match  and  a  black  lace  shawl.  That  she  possessed 
a  kind  and  charitable  heart  was  proved  in  one  case  in  particular. 
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Baron  Von  Ellsner,  an  erratic  musical  genius,  lived  near  by.  He 
had  an  ailing  wife  and  many  children,  and  it  seemed  impossible  for 
him  to  earn  enough  for  their  needs.  He  mentioned  to  me  that  Mrs. 
Lincoln  had  sent  them  food  and  clothing  many  times.  Possibly 
Mrs.  Lincoln  gave  aid  to  his  gifted  daughter,  Marie,  who  became 
a  grand  opera  singer,  a  star,  making  her  debut  in  London  and  known 
on  the  stage  as  Mile.  Litta. 

Dr.  Jayne's  account  of  Lincoln's  life  is  probably  the  most 
truthful  and  courageous  yet  written,  nothing  being  unduly  colored 
or  suppressed.  He  speaks  of  Lincoln's  birth  and  ancestry  as  being 
a  subject  about  which  he  was  never  communicative.  "VMien  Mr. 
Scripps  of  the  Chicago  Tribune  went  to  Springfield  to  visit  Lincoln 
and  gather  from  him  materials  for  a  campaign  biography  Lincoln 
hesitated  whether  to  aid  in  the  publication  or  not.  He  said  to 
Mr.  Scripps:  "There  is  no  romance  nor  is  there  anything  heroic 
in  my  early  career;  the  story  of  my  life  can  be  condensed  into  one 
line,  and  that  you  can  find  in  Gray's  'Elegy,'  'the  short  and  simple 
annals  of  the  poor.'  This  is  all  you  or  any  one  can  make  out  of  me 
or  my  early  life." 

In  the  rotunda  of  the  old  State  House,  now  used  as  a  county 
court  house,  Mr.  Lincoln  held  an  informal  reception  after  his 
election  to  the  Presidency.  A  number  of  schoolgirls  heard  the 
booming  of  the  cannon  that  announced  Mr.  Lincoln's  election. 
Upon  learning  that  he  was  in  the  State  House  we  ran  as  fast  as  we 
could,  about  a  dozen  or  more,  and  upon  arriving  there  we  decided 
to  march  in  single  file.  One  of  the  girls,  daughter  of  the  Governor 
of  Illinois,  who  happened  to  be  carrying  a  flag,  took  the  lead.  We 
saw  Mr.  Lincoln  standing  in  the  centre  of  the  rotunda  surrounded 
by  a  few  men.  The  news  had  not  reached  all  of  the  citizens  yet, 
consequently  we  girls  were  among  the  first  to  shake  hands  with 
him.  He  laughed  outright  when  he  saw  us.  As  he  took  one  little 
girl's  hand  a  man  standing  near  by  shouted  "Don't  shake  hands 
with  her,  Mr.  Lincoln;  she's  a  Democrat."     I  never  could  under- 
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stand  this  demonstration  of  rudeness  until  recently  one  of  the  girls 
of  the  party  told  me  "she  was  the  daughter  of  a  Democratic  Gov- 
ernor who  was  an  intimate  friend  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas."  Mr. 
Lincoln  only  smiled  and  patted  her  shoulder,  and  shook  hands 
again.     It  was  the  only  time  I  had  ever  seen  Mr.  Lincoln  smile. 

I  have  a  picture  of  Lincoln  taken  after  a  debate  with  Douglas. 
He  was  seated  before  the  photographer  with  his  hair  plastered  down 
tight.  Suddenly  he  ran  his  fingers  through  his  hair  and  said, 
"My  friends  would  not  know  me  looking  like  this.  I  want  to  took 
natural."  This  picture,  the  tousled-looking  head,  has  been  in- 
dorsed by  his  son,  by  Shelby  M.  CuUom  and  a  number  of  other 
friends  as  being  the  best  likeness  ever  taken  of  him.  The  wooden 
frame  is  a  piece  of  the  flooring  of  Mr.  Lincoln's  bedroom,  removed 
when  the  State  of  Illinois  took  possession  of  the  homestead. 

Carrie  H.  Gehrmann 
Glen  Ridge,  N.  J. 
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